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WOOD DUCK BONUS
By John W. Taylor

Along with efforts to band divy

ducks at Cold Spring Harbor, L”g
a trap was placed in a fresh =0
lake at the head of the harbon: ;

The water level of the lake hgg
been lowered so that spring rain
would not cause flooding, and P
trap was placed alongside a gray
bar the top of which was protmyg
from the water. We balted bo
exposed and underwater areas wit
whole corn. Dabbling ducks, Cap
ada Geese, and Mute Swan fed aw
longz the bar and in deeper water
As the water level of the lake
er ground so there would be nos

by "tipping up". Scaup Ducks dove nearbys

was raised, we would move the trap to high
possibility of its being completely covered by water and drowning any

ducks that were lured inside. Eventually the trap was on top of the prea
viously exposed gravel bar which was now under about three feet of waten;

When the water became too deep for "tipping up", the dabbling ducks
began to dive. The previous chain of events had shown them sn easy source
of food. What surprised me was the aggressiveness and persistence of oo
Ducks (Aix sponsa) in the trapping area. They not only dove frequently
pbut also chased the larger ducks away. Two ducks and a drake seemed to
be near the trap most of the time, and on one occasion the drake was very
busy feeding and also chasing away a persistant and hungry black ducke
The latter kept coming back but was chased away before being able to feeds

Wood Duck, the most observed at any time, were caught
this trap. Although Mallards and Black
the lake, they numbered only seven trappe
d Duck were more at home makling shallow
or maybe the drake's aggressiveness was
f the others trapped.

Two palrs of
and banded, and one repeated in
Ducks were far more numerous on
plus one repeat, Possibly the Woo
dives than the other two species,
responsible for the small percentage O

this may have no significance. Howevery

1t does suggest that if one were trapping woodies and found the presence
of other species annoying and expensive because of bait consumed, the
competition might be eliminated and no harm done to the Wood Duck proJPG@

by moving the trap to deeper waters

As an isolated experience,

RFD, Syosset, L. I., N. Y.





