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se t h H. U>w was born in Quinc y , Massachusetts on May 31, 1911, the 
endant of a long line of wws who founded a shipping finn which be

d990 famous in the days of the clipper ships. He graduated from Milton 
c:~emY and Harvard University and was interested in birds from the days !r hi S bOyhood. 

His earliest banding days were spent at the Austin Ornithological 
search station on Cape Cod where he worked with Dr. Oliver Austin, Jr. 

~nd 1)1'. Maurice Broun during the summers of his years at Harvard. 

After he graduated he continued working at the Austin Station for 
e time and then took an examination for a job as Manager of Wildlife 

rf'Uges for the Federal Government. He had become interested in living 
; t)'le West when, as a boy, he spent his summers at a ranch in Jackson 
Bole Wyoming. His first assignment i n February 1936 was the Arrowwood 
wucn1fe Refuge in North Dakota. There , he met and married Ann Riebe. 
Part of the Arrowwood Refuge had previ ously been a part of Ann's father's 
ranch since the early territorial days before North Dakota became a state. 

Later he managed the Des Lacs Refuge and the wstwood Refuge near 
Kenmare where he met and interested the Gammells in birds. Mrs. Gammell 
:tells me that she "didn't know a pigeon from a widgeon until Seth ww 
oame along". Seth left people inspired with an interest in birds and 
banding wherever he went during all of his life. 

In ¥£rch of 1941 Seth low was transferred to Salt Plains Refuge at 
@herokee, Oklahoma, ;i. brand new refuge he was to develop. He was thera 
for almost seven years, except while on military furlough, and it was 
there that his children, Seth Thomson and Margaret Lucille, were born. 
During his service with the Army he was with the 120th Evacuation Hospital 
in Europe which was the unit that went into Buchenwald and cleaned it up. 

In January of 1948 he moved with his family to Maryland, bought the 
Fann at Unity, and was in charge of the Federal Biro Banding Office until 
Aµgust 1954, when he began doin g research on waterfo wl records, .'3.n under
faking which occupied him until his retirement in the spring of 1961. In 
d957, while supervising a banding program in the West, he discovered the 
Elathead Valley in Montana and had bought a ranch in Mission ~anyon, in
hnding to live there upon his retirement. 

Throughout the time he lived in Maryland, Seth was very active in 
both t he Maryland Ornithological Socie ty and the J~astern Bird Banding 
Association, and at the time of his death he was President of the Ymr-J
land Ornithological society and of its Baltimore Chapter, and a coun
:1:llor of the Eastern Bird Banding Association serving as past president. 
8 was also a member of the Board of Governors of both the Montgomery 
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County (Maryland) Citizens Planning Association and the Rock Creek Wat 
shed Association. He held an annual "open house" at his fann in Un1t/.l1 
which was attended by scores of M.O.s. members as well as many handers' 
from out of state. 

No one knows how many birds Seth may have handled while working ~tb 
and teaching others, but Banding Office records show that, during his 1 
time he banded over 62,800 biros of 242 species. Of these, 18,539 we1'!1 
banded at the Des lacs Refuge and 1842 at Salt Plains. Most of the rellll 
der were banded at his home in Unity or at Cape May, New Jersey, where ht 
operated an Operation Recovery station each year. 

Seth Low was a patient teacher and was always interested in helpirig 
new handers and others who were interested in biro study or conservation 
He also was a fighter - standing up for what he believed to be right and' 
proper at all times, even sometimes at great odds and at disadvantage to 
himself. It may have been this fact that so endeared him to the many 
handers who came under his influence. He was erudite and conscientious 
in his work - and contributed many fine papers and articles to various 
ornithological publications. Of these, one of the best known is "Banclu,g 
with Mist Nets" published originally in Bird Banding (Vol. 28, No. J) and 
subsequently published in England as a reprint which has now become a 
classic and a collector's item. 

While in charge of the Banding Office, Seth streamlined many proced. 
ures and was able thereby to speed up the processing of recoveries. t1he 
Banding Catalog, a central index to band numbers, originated by Seth, is 
one of his principal contributions to this work. 

All who knew him have mourned that the malignant tumor that took hil 
so swiftly prevented his return to and enjoyment of his Mission Canyon 
home. However, we also remember the words of William Wordsworth, 

"The good die first, 
And they whose hearts are dry as summer dust 
Bum to the socket." 

Lord Byron said much the same thing in Childe Harold's Pilgrimage, 

"Heaven gives its favourites - early death." 

Seth H. Low died on March JO, 1962, and bird banding lost that day 
one of its best known and most beloved members. 

Elise M. Dickerson, 222 DeVoe Ave., Spotswood, N. J. *** 
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BANDING EXPERIENCES IN GUATEMALA AND COSTA RICA 
By John V. Dennis 
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Wone looking at the atlas and noting the ever narrowing land 
ti,die that connects North with South America may come to the same con-

b 10n that I didJ namely, that birds migrating southward by way of this o1:: 111ust become tunnelled into ever denser concentrations. If so, there 
P' uld be areas in Central America that are highly productive to anyone := ~s a yen to catch large numbers of mierants for bandini purposes. 

such speculation, however, should take into account the fact that 
North .American miirants have dropped out before the really narrow 

~1ons of Central America have been reached. Most North American pas-
pO nne species that breed in the West do not penetrate farther than Guate:ia. ManY eastern passerines, on the other hand, move on as far as 
panaJllll and southward. But it should be added that those that reach South 
_,r1ca have not necessarily come by way of Central America. Many pre
-blY take dominantly over-water routes. 

In March and April, 1959, when I spent three weeks in Costa Rica, I 
bllal'I seriously to look into the question of bandini migrants. The first 
b~S to receive my U .s. Fish & Wildlife Service bands were two Baltimore 
orioles. Mr. Roy Kimmel, of the U.S. Embassy in San Jose, had told me 
a))Out two orioles 1n his outdoor aviary, and wanted advice as to releasing 
them for the spring migration northward. I was only too happy to band the 
birds and see them on their way. The following November, Mrs. Kimmel re
ported that one, and possibly two, banded orioles were back 1n their San 
Jose yard! 

Towaro the end of my stay, I obtained transportation by air to San 
Isldl'o del General in southwestern Costa Rica •. From here a Pan American 
bi&hway truck took me over some rough roads to the finca (fann) of Dr. 
Alexander s. Skutch, the renowned writer and authority on Central American 
birds. Dr. and Mrs. Skutch, although expecting me, I think were a trifle 
&Jll)fehensive about my banding intentions. They needn't have been, because 
the small amount of mist netting I did was hardly enough to ruffle the 
loeal. bird population. Indeed, my banding operation came to grief almost 
before it got underway. No one had forewarned me about bats. I made the 
'1atake of leaving my nets up too late in the evening. An entangled bat 
1a not only difficult to handle but will chew gaping holes in the net. 
The five dozen or so bats I caught left me with little netting for birds 
during the three remaining days of my stay. Nevertheless the JJ birds of 
20 species that I caught gave me an idea of what to expect in that part 
ot Col!lta Rica.. My banding location was near the edge of a stream, and 
:eny along the boundary between dense forest and a clearing. The alti-

de was about 2,500 feet. 




