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MARYLAND: David Bridge, Mrs. Richard Cole, Allen Duvall, Mel Garland, 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl lubbert, Brooke Meanley, Mr. & Mrs. &iward. 

Mendinhall, Pan Minke, Mrs. Elizabeth Riedel, Miss Margaret Riedel, 
Robbins, Miss Betsy Shaffer, Capt. & Mrs. J.E.M. Wood, Robert Wood. 

WASHINGTON I D.C. : Orville Crowder, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pyle• 

VIRGINIA: Mrs. Herbert M. Church, Arthur Fast, Mr. & Mrs. Sydney Mit-
chell, Miss Elizabeth Peacock, Rev. & Mrs. George Smith, Mrs, 

Frederick s. Whiteside. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Mr. & Mrs. George Ballentine. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Dr. Charles Blake. 

ONTARIO, CANADA1 Russell J. Rutter. 

THE RING 

Many members of the Eastern Bird Banding Association know The RING 
and subscribe to it. This appeal is addressed to all the readers of EBBA 
N~'WS and asks for cooperation. As editor of The RING I am interested in 
all interesting news, achievements, technical improvements, etc. Espeo 
the records of longevity and record fiights are urgently wanted as a speo 
list of records of longevity shown by banded birds is being prepared. Pu 
lished sources on American banded birds are scarce and mainly out-dated, 
the newest information and records are therefore necessary. All bande:rs 
who might have interesting results are requested wannly to send them to 
me - the oldest cases of each species will be published in The RING. Tlie 
same request refers to the record flights, especially those reported from 
Central and South America. 

Every new contributor to The RING would be welcome. The RING has 
over 1JO regular subscribers in the USA, and among them the EBBA member s 
play an important role . We want more subscribers - the annual subscri p.. 
tion is only $1.50 - because we hope that evecy new reader will become 
also a contributor. Please do not hesitate, if you have any intere st ing 
news, new idea, new invention or technical improvement - write to The 
RING about it. Your cooperation will be appreciated and welcome. 

The RING's editorial address is: Laboratory of Ornithology, Wroclaw 
University, Sienkiewicza 21, Poland. 

Dr. W. Jwdzewski, Editor, The RING ttt 
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A NEW SPECIES IN PENNSYLVANIA 
By Raymond J. Middleton 

Page 79 

On April 17, 1962, I banded the first Lark Bunting (Calamospiza 
ocorys) ever taken in Pennsylvania. This bird, a male , had been 

111ci
1ft1ng a feeding station daily at Graterford , ten miles from Norris-

1/iS ,1nce early last December. 
towtl• 

I)ue to it s streaked winter pltnllage it was not identified until April 

6th l(ben the dark male colors began to appear on the underparts . Hund.reds 
b'-rd students an:I. many experts came to see this rare visitor ; aooording 

o! peterso n, most of this species winters in Mexico. It was now singing 
~rten and was not disturbed by the many visitors . 

I took two traps up and placed them by the feeding area; eleven days 
later it entered one of them. Earl Poole, fonner Curator of the Reading 
(Pa,) Museum, was present when the bird was taken and released. 

An interesting sidelight was connected with the banding of this, my 
rarest catch - our banding operations were started in July of 1921 , and 
~1.nce that time we have kept accurate records of every bird handled. On 
4pr11 17th, these totals were as follows: 

Total of birds banded: 
Total birds repeated: 
Total birds returned: 
Total taken banded by other banders1 

Total captures of all birds: 

49,J94 
48,816 

1,705 
84 

99,999 

Thus, the Lark Bunting became the 100,000th time I held a bird in 
my hands. 

Much credit is due James McGrath, at whose home the bird spent the 
winter and who first identified it . Further identification was made by 
PaVid Cutler of the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club who knew the 
species in Colorado. 

The bird came to feed on the morning of April 26th and was now in 
the full male spring plumage. It left that day at noon and has not been 
seen again. Our hope is that somewhere on its journey westward it may 
again be caught so that we may learn more about its travels. 

1)1 N. Whitehall Rd., Norristown, Pa. t t t 

AOU MEETING The 80th Stated Meeting (annual meeting) of the American 
Ornithologists• Union will be August 20-24, 1962, at Salt 

~ke City, Utah. Detailed information may be obtained from Dr. William 
ff, Behle, 204 Biology Building , University of Utah, Salt Lake City 12. 




