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COMMENTS ON THE BLUE MAGPIE 
By H. Elliott McClure 

(The following is from a letter written to the Editor dated 
April 9, 1962. -Ed.) 

I just received the January-February 1962 issue of EBBA NEWS and 
was surprised to see the bird shown on the cover. My first thought l>lle 
"Om't tell me this species has also invaded America". The drawing :1,
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excellent, and the bird was obviously the Blue Magpie (Cyanopioa 01anua) 
with which I was so familiar in Japan. 

This is one of the most interesting species of Jays because of its 
broken distribution ; it occurs only in the Iberian peninsula and in Jal>III 
and in these localities its distribution is again spotty. It i s not a 
strong flyer nor does it migrate . In Japan the flock s were small , usu~ 
no more than a hundred individuals and each flock had a very restricte d 
range. It is not a very pugnacious specie s although I have had it str11ce 
me on the head when I was up a tree examining the nest. I have seen ve

17 little pugnacity toward other species. 

The ot her Jay which we have in Japan is a typical Jay but I have 
never seen the Blue Magpie in close a ssociat ion with it. The two speeiea 
may occupy the same forested or parkl and habitat but not be seen in asao 
ciation with each other. 

The bird seen in New Jersey 1n association with the Bluejays was 
probably responding in the same way that I say in two Sulphue-cresteq 
Cockatoos outside of Tokyo in 1957. These two birds had es caped fro m a 
pet shop in Tokyo and in flying about had come in contact with the several 
species of Egrets which occupied the large heronry several miles north ot 
Tokyo at Sagiyama. The actions of the two Cockatoos were very inte~stinc 
because they were attracted by the white birds which were the only white 
birds of their size in the vicinity. Obviously the Cockatoos, being 
gregarious, were lonely so they sought the company of other white birds . 
When the Egrets new to the rice fields and waded in the mud and water 
searching for fish and crustacea, the Cockatoos would follow them and 
walk along the dike s where they fed on grass and weed seeds. Your Blue 
Magpie also being gregarious undoubtedly was lonely so joined the comp&IV 
of the Bluejays. 

It is interesting to conj ecture where this individual might have 
come from; I suspect from a pet shop in New York, for the trip acros!elDS 
the Atlantic from Spain, even via the route used by Cattle Eg:6ts, st to 
rather impossible. such escapee s as this bird are always of interes 
bird watchers. 

Institute for Medical Research, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya 
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BARN SWALLOW BANDING - SOME RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 
By Ralph K. Bell 
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John Taylor's very interesting article "Operation Barn Swallow" in 
pe sept-Oct. 1961 issue of EBBA NEWS has stirred me to the point of 

~eokin g my banding records for the purpose of trying to find some of 
tne answers to his questions. 

Barn Swallows have always intrigued me. In fact, they are my favor
i~ bird • As a lad of 12, I would watch them flitting around my father's 
b'I'rl and over the fields nearby. How I wanted them to nest in our barn 
tpen I could study them more closely ; but no, they just didn't seem in-' 
ierested. It was an old barn, unpainted, and similar in type to others 
in the neighborhood, but they would not nest as I watched hopefully every 
,pr.lng• 

About JOO yards away my grandfather built a new barn and painted it 
lflli~• He kept this barn closed up, but the Barn Swallows seemed to like 
this barn and sometimes would nest on the door track outside under the 
eaves. We now live where my grandparents did and this barn has many ac
tive nests inside. When the first Barn Swallows arrive in spring, I open 
the windows right away and soon there were several swallows flying up to 
Uie ''most used" window and twittering loudly - who says birds don't have 
1 11e1110ry? 

Usually 6 to 8 pairs nest in the barn and others nest over the farm 
in poultry shelters. Due to the heat we sometimes have in late July the 
~stlings in these shelters crawl sometimes out of their nests and d~p 
to the floor. If I don't find them they usually die of exposure overnight . 
l have moved the young as much as 4 feet to a cooler nest and even divided 
the young by putting some in an empty nest nearby. The parents have al
•1s found the young and continued to feed them. 

Barn Swallows Banded 

Adults Nestling:s Immature Total Nests On Fann Off Fann on Fann 
1954 1 6J 64 15 955 
1956 

J 51 5 59 12 
1957 

J2 88 100 220 20 J2 125 412 569 JO 1958 45 124 1959 4 816 989 27 
l960 

J9 112 11 J 602 866 27 
1961 

16 72 54 222 J69 18 17 97 95 J08 517 24 
Totals: 185 742 266 2465 3653 




