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OLDEST XNowy SHOREBIRD

IN NORTH AMERICA

By LeRoy Wilcox
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On May 30, 1957 it was caught on its nest 2044 feet west of its 1954
nest. It was mated to an unbanded female which was given band 52-107891.
Four young hatched in this nest and were banded; one of them returned to
nest on June 21, 1958, 8360 feet west of where it was hatched. It was a
male and its mate was also a one year old bird,

On June 2, 1960 it (the original bird) was caught on its nest 3376
feet east of its 1957 nest. It was mated to a banded female which had
been caught on its nest on May 26, 1955 and June 7, 1956. Two young from
this pair were banded.

On June 5, 1961, this bird was caught on its nest 711 feet east of
its 1960 nest and 3747 feet east of where it was hatched in 1947. It
was now 14 years old. It was mated to an unbanded female; four young
were hatched in this nest and banded.

It is of interest to note that this longevity record would not have
been obtained had I not placed three bands on this bird. The second
band was put on its right leg in May, 1951, and the third band was put
on its left leg in May, 1957. Some bands wear off in five or six years
because of excessive wear due to sand.

In 25 years work with these plovers (see Auk, Vol. 76, April 1959)
I have banded 1,153 young, 888 adults, have 562 returns and have trapped
1,447 adults on their nests. Sixteen of these plovers range from 9 to 14
years of age and are the oldest known shorebirds - known probably only
because they have been rebanded two or three times. The nearest to them
is an eight year old Woodcock. I look forward with great anticipation
that this 14 year old plover will return in 1962 to nest again in its
old territory.

Speonk, L. I., N. Y. rxt
BANDING PLIERS

These pliers have proved invaluable in Operation Recovery use as
well as for home station every day banding. Ask any bander who has use
them or has seen them in use.

These KENNARD type pliers have holes bored in flat-nosed pliers th
fit standard band sizes to avoid lapped bands and make it quite easy 0
get a perfect fit. A band opener on the plier enables the user to open
the band evenly with one operation. A spring provides tension to keep
the opened band in the plier while handling the bird.

One plier will handle band sizes 0, 1, 1B and 1A (price $6,00) ane
the other will handle sizes 2 and 3 (price $5.00) ~- prices include
postage within the U.S. Send your order to the originator and manu-
facturer - Roger N. MacDonald, 850 Main St., Lynnfield Center, Masse





