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EBBA NE\~S 

n_tle & Instructor 
Hou!:§. session No. PHOTOGRAPHY -- John Schmid 

Photog raphin g nature. Advanced Equipment. 
1 : 30 to 2 : JO #' 1 0 

2:40 to 3:45 j11 

3:55 to 5:00 ffe12 

2:40 to 3:45 f13 

Te cbnique s. 
PROJ~CT PLANNING -- Alex Bergstrom 

Plans for the ruture. Coordination of 
banders 111ith projects. Exchange of ideas. 

ADVANC3D NETTING -- Seth Low 
Advanced techniques. Special uses & nets. 

RSCORD KEEPING -- John Given 
Exchange i deas. Point out good and bad 
points of i ndivid ual systems. 

1 : 30 to 2: 30 #1 4 

HOW TO RllGIST'll To make sure that you do not TUn i nto connicts , 
FOR SBBA ,;ofUCSHOP that there will be room tor you in your ravor it• 

sessi ons, register by mail bef ore April 15th by 
writing to Miss Rebecca Cregar , 223 Ma.tsonford Rd,, 

TRAPPING -- Raymond !1iddleton 
Special traps. \,)here to set. Bait. 

Radnor. Pa. (This includes those of you who have been interested enc 
to send in your choices , they have been a big help in scheduling t he 

sessions. Thankst ) 
Exam'-" th• sessl.ons offered. You -..ill notice that if you wish 

attend five or sl.X sessions in Group I you • • n ' t have time to att end 
discussions in oroup II· rr you wish to attend t hree or four in 0,.. 
you will still have time to attend one in oroup II, •• and so on. 

No• •rite down the nmnbers of the sessions you wish to atte nd 
and send them to Miss Cregar, .Ind • hen you get to Cape May, So to 
meeting headquarters and pick up your admission cards. 

The next issue of ~bba Ne~s will be a big issue •• 
Lt,8 -- or maybe eve~ pages, if your editors can 
mancge the job. \~e are planning to distrl.bute eX 
copies to vis'- ting banders from all over the wo<l 

The ViA1-JUNC: 
EBBA N!vl'lS ••• 

who ,,J.11 be here in the u.s. to attend th e roternational ornit hol• 
Congress at Ithaca, N,Y. in MaY• Articles to a])pear in thi• i• •"° 
include Barn swallow Bandin!< by Ra).ph K, Bell: an article on sc1'1! 
and <est,;;i-aanuing by John B, Holt, Jr. and Stuart D, Hend•ts0n1 
BandinJ• l!!,!"rienc<J! '.!Jl Q!!atema¼ !!!!!le ~sta RiS b:f John ~. oonnil 
Cliff s,,allQ!!, 13and1n.J; '.!Jl Nebraoka by ,111etta tuesben, and ot hB" 

The dead-lin e for this issue ~rill be May 22. ~ ~ u 
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BANDING THRUSHES A By Jo e hT MAXADA WOODLANDS 
s P A. Grom 

Because of my apparent the genus Hylocichla I ly unusual succes tivities in this reg~rd.ha; : been asked to J.,:'-!\ ha
nd

in g thrushes of 
U,, greatest successe s were r h:r a descri ption of ief account of my ac-ac ieved should be of e banding areas where 

At one time this whole primary concern. 
Pittsburgh was fannland section of the North and more of the land ha~ / 0 r the past fifty to Hill s suburban area of 
is grown up to brushy fiel~en abandoned to natu,..:eventy-five years more 
pJ.e orchards, and scattere:•:e~sely overgrown m:,:i: that now the land 
an<! oaks, Beal.des the hawtS:ran s of more mature ha,,';"' thickets and ap
.. odland areas are the dogwoo."s two characteristic h w0ods such a s maples 
ben,:oin), In the wodland (c. florida) and th 'rubs of the shad 
ivy, Vir,ini a creeper, and ~i::;1ng s are thick tang~espicebush (Lindora' 
aerotina) has taken hold and kherry patches . The s of grapevine , poison 
noted, produce fruiting bodi is spreading. All th wild black cherry (P 
a,p,1cl.al.ly the thrushes Thes eagerly sought by mese plants, it is to h• 
are also host plants to• the ~ cherry• dogwood and any birds, including e 
-• •nd other avian delicac~::"ae of countle~s hord"!:ice~ush in particular s. so variou s geometrid 

With this in mind net lane twas !elt, the maxim s were cut in th a lane was cut th~~concentration of birdse woods in spots where 
ff, winch had the add~ :t:tand of spicebush:~~ occur . AccordU:g-
k ~thin an extremely wet ~:~!i::;' of being at thes:d dense apple 

di,;:o:!;'; P';:""nent natural•.,.:~ through which J:;~: very dark 
ntar and thens~~~:: ~eon a dri:~'hii 1!~~eseveral hund::l~rds 

openin g, A thi e edge of a lar e ran directly thro 

la 

with blackberryrdc!ane was establish!d gj:ptevine tangle in a ugh 
rge hum f nes. The t s next to a 1 ': :;e: thhe O mo~~~t~n~o d~~ t /!~: ~ ~~~gh!a:d t~; ~1his ~a:~1;~te 

ao site. n o the nets . Th ackberry cover ree, four or five net s 
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Very few thrushes sustained crippling injuries: it was our experience 
that thrushes tend to lie still until approached. An occasional thrush 
cut its wings slightly where the loose skin between the bend and the body 
I",lbbed against the netting. Wood Thrushes more t han any other species of 
bird catch their tongues in the mesh. A few toot hpicks carried along for 
t he purpose make disentangling a relat ively minor operation. 

Because the nets were placed in the woods, predation averaged some
what higher than most banders seem to encounter. Perhaps a s high as J~ 
of the total is the estimate of known casualties. The worst enemy of the 
netted bird i s the domestic cat , left to fend fo r itself . Chipmunks run 
a close second , evidently being able to climb the netting to reach an in
tended victim . A few rat traps , baited with the remains of fresh victims , 
judiciou sly placed - however reluctantly - help to eliminate the chipmunks. 

Banding in the dark woods has three distinct drawbacks : the higher 
incid ence of predation just discussed , the mis sing of many birds moving 
thl'Ough the upper foliage of the many tall tree s, and the time-consuming , 
not to mention nerve-fraying , chore of leaf removal in the fall . 

That great numbers of thrushes and certain warblers can be taken in 
1 woods such as here described is evident from the following monthly table 
oompiled during 1960. The species listed here are typical of the habitat 
in which nets were operated. SR=summer r ,s sident; M=mi.grant. 
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