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add many to the long list of Wilson admirers and give Wilson his righ t 
position as "first" as an American ornithologist. 

Eleanor E. Dater 
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WHOSE BAND IS THIS? 

(Approximately J times 
its natural size) 

An aluminum band (pictured above at J times its natural size ) was 
found on the leg of a male Evening Grosbeak trapped January;, 1962, br 
George M. Smith, 116 High st ., Strasburg , Virginia. The band was re­
placed with an F & W band and the original sent to the banding office , 
which replied that they had no infonnation as to who used it. 

George Smith writes further: "Although our experience with this 
species has been somewhat limited, we suspect that a sizeable number 
of bands of the split-ring type are being removed by grosbeaks (and 
cardinals) shortly after banding. Repeats of recent grosbeaks fre­
quently appear in our traps with partially open bands." 

(Ebba News editors will welcome any infonnation about this band -
and will also welcome answers to George Smith's remarks about bands 
being opened by grosbeaks.) 
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EGAD WHAT COWBIRDS! writes Betty Knorr on her Christma s card. She con. 
tinued , "In the past couple of weeks P ve banded 
more than 4,000 of them without even making a dent 
in their population!" Betty bands at So. Amboy, N.J
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BANDING PLIERS 

These pliers have proved invaluable in Operation Recovery use as 
well as for home station every day banding. Ask any bander who has used. 
them or has seen them in use. 

These KENNARD type pliers have hole s bored in fiat-nosed pliers that 
fit standard band size s to avoid lapped bands and make it quite easy t o 
get a perfect fit. A band opener on the plier enables the user to open 
the band evenly with one operation . A spring provides tension to keep 
the opened band in the plier while handling the bird. 

One plie r will handle band sizes O, 1, 1B and 1A (price $6.00) and 
the ot her wil l handle sizes 2 and J (price $5. 00) - - prices include 
posta ge wit hi n the U.S. Send your order to t he ori gin at or and manu­
factu re r - Roger N. MacDonald, 850 Main st., Lynnf i eld Cent er, Mass. 
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BIRD BITES CAT 
By Dorothy Bordner 
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The wife of a State College Bird Club member spotted a neighbor's 
with an Evening Grosbeak in its mouth and rushed to call her husband 

cat chase the cat. In the short time until she got back to the window ;~e situation had changed. The cat was on the sidewalk facing the injured 
roabeak which was no on the offensive. The bird was rushing toward 

the cat and appeared to be biting at its toes. The cat retreated caut­
iously and in the ensuing jockeying for position the grosbeak got a grip 
on the cat's tail. Before it was able to shake the grosbeak loose from 
its tail the cat made at least three complete circles with the bird 
swinging through the air. About the time the cat succeeded in freeing 
its tail the husband arrived on the scene with a broom and completed the 
rout of the cat. (Unfortunately this didn't cure the cat of catching 
birds -- it was back at it the next day.) 

926 w. Beaver Ave., state College, Pa. 

H. E. 

MASON TYPE GROUND TRAP 
Cost only $10.50 postage paid 
Available in Kit Fonn from: 

Harlow, 47 Scotland Rd., Reading, Mass. 

A fine trap can now be purchased at reasonable cost. 
Miss. Bander you can assemble this trap with the blank bird bands 
furnish ed using your regular bird-banding tools. 
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The Mason Trap i s a large two entrance labyrinth type ground ~rap 
(18" wide , 24" long , 8" high). This trap is not a "one at a timer 
we have often taken a s many a s fifteen birds in a single catch. 

ALSO AVAILABLE A TRANSFER CAGE (USEFUL AS A STRING 
CONTROLLED TRAP). ALL ASSEMBLED $2. 75 POSTAGE PAID. 




