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With the loss of flimsies we may have more time to study the birds
we handle. Perhaps we can accumulate some data on the color changes in
the bills of Cardinals, Grosbeaks, Tanagers, and others. Is there any
correlation between eye color change and the bill color change in imma-
ture Cardinals? How long do the dark spots persist on the young Cardi-
nal's bill, and a few other questlons of that nature? There seems to be
disagreement as to the gre color of the Pileated Woodpecker. Ever look

one in the eye?

Artists are constantly seeking answers to eye and bill color of
birds. Why can't we supply the correct answers? We work with live birds
and should take notes on the soft parts,

Kay (Mrs. Thomas) Petts of Detroit, a new Sustaining Member, wrote
me on Jan. 2: "The EBBA NEWS did it again! This time it was the Photo
Information that was exactly what we have been looking for; and the issue
that told how to use manicure scissors to remove bands was also worth
more than the five-dollar membership. I pass around lots of the ideas I
get and the NEWS too." Looks as though Kay should be on the membership
committeet

DON'T FORGET to write your Representative and Senators in Congress
urging support of the net bill - H.R. 6682,
TR

COVER PICTURE The cover picture is that of a bird observed by artist Tom

Olenchak of Mahwah, N, J. The bird was in a dogwood tree
fifteen feet from Tom's living room window on Thursday, April 21, 1961 at
6:30 am. It was accompanied by four Bluejays. The stranger was eating
dogwood buds., Tom watched the bird a full minute and a half and then sat
down, and sketched and painted the bird., Tom showed this painting at a
Fyke Nature Association meeting early this fall and asked if any of us
could identify it.

The body of the bird as painted is pale gray. The wings and very
long tail are an azure blue. It has a black cap over the entire head in-
¢luding the eyes. The legs and feet are very dark.

Oliver Austin's Birds of the World, which Arthur Singer illustrated
so magnificently, had just appeared in the book stores., One person, in
examining the book, found an exact copy of Tom's strange bird on page 225,
It was an Azure-winged Magpie, a bird of Spain, eastern China and Japan.
An excellent picture can also be found in Birds of Japan by Keisuke Koba-
yashi, on Plate 1. In this book it is called Japanese Magpie.

To our knowledge no one in this area ever owned such a bird.

Eleanor E. Dater Txx





