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t O I y HOW THEY 00 IT ~ u Bei.ng Hints for New Banders (and Reminders l1J 
for Veterans) from back issues of EBBA NEWS 

DUAL PURPOSE ~;;~mm-TRAP by Joseph J. Malek (Vol. 18, 
No. 1, p. 4): being a ,reekend and a few minutes here 
and there bander, I find that automatic traps are not 
practical for me. I have depended mostly on a combin
ation of a feeder and a trap, utilizing a drop door. 
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The feeder-trap illustrated measures JO x 18 x 18 inches 
at the peak (the overall size need not be as large as 
I have made mine.) It is nothing more than a tray 
feeder with a roof. Three sides are covered with 
wire mesh and one side is left open. The hinged part 
of the roof is fitted so that when it drops it covers 
the opening. A stick holds the roof section in open 
position; when the string is pulled, the dool' falls, 
captur:tn~ the desired bird. 

To hold the door closed, a screen door spring lock with a weeker 
spring is used; a~ the door descends, it trips the lock and holds the 
door in ulace. Fo~ bait, suet can be tied on the wire mesh, inside 
the f~ed~r. In this trap I have captured Cardinals, Juncos, H:iodpeckers, 
Nuthatches, Chickadees and Sparrows. 
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TH~ AUSTRALIAN ClWW TRAP 
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(
f)IB following is reprinted from the July-August 1954 issue of 2:BBA NE'\</S, 
~ was originally described in a leaflet of the Fish & Wildlife Service.) 

This trap is actually an automatic top-opening trap of the funnel type. 
varying the sizes of the openings in the "ladder" section of the trap, 

: ,,1ould appear to be suited for capturing even smaller birds than Starlings; 

10 
1ts original form, larger openings were used for capturing Crows, 

rt is easy for the bi.rds to alight on the ladder and then jump down 
ioto the trap. However, when they attempt to get out, their wings, spread 
ror flyin:;, prevent their doing so. 

More ambitious proc;rmns of starling control (and star]ing and black
blrd banding -Ed.) call for traps large enc,ugh to capture 100 to 200 birds 
without undue crowding. To this end a modiftcation of the Australian crow 
trap, used in tl:i!:i country for capturing crows, white-necked ravens, and 

gpies, may be employed. This trap is simple in principle, the birds en
tering it between the slat s of a ladderlike opening extending do1.;n the 
cent.er of the V-shaped top (see illustration). Once inside, thE\Y endea 
lOr to escape by going to the closed outer walls rather than to the open
Inge in the middle of tbe im1ard-sloping roof. 

There is no set rule with respect to the dimensions of such a star
ling trap, except that it is highly desirable to have it tall enough to 
~rmit the operator to capture and remove the imprisoned birds without 
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disc omfort. A trap 10 f ee t squar e ancl 6 fee t Ll.gh at the outer come!' 
with the slatt ed entran ce acro s s th e middle 4½ f e et from the ground s , 
be sati sfactory. The si des of the ladd erli ke openi.ng should be 18 1n~~l.q: 
apart and the slats spac ed at 4-inch in terv als. T\-10 wires should be es 
s tretch ed lengthwise of the la dder so as to make the size of each or t h 
apertures through which the b irds en ter about '• to 6 inches. In add! t t e 
one or two pieces of stiff vJir e abou t 8 inches long may be attached t o on, 
each of the slats, so that their end s, hanging do1~nward, will tend to Ob 
s truct attempts of the birds to fly Up¼ard through the openings. At th~ 
ends of the ladder the space up to th e first slat sho uld be covered ltJit~ 
wire scre en or a board, to pr event t he birds from escaping by clarnbe~ in 
up the wall at the end of th e cage. A number of perches shou l d be in - g 
s t a ll ed l eng thwis e of th e trap and at a height of at l e ast equal to that 
of the l adder, so that birds flying from one side to th e other will tend 
to pass by t he openin gs rather than to fly up through them. A door should 
be built in one corner to permit access to the interior for the removal 
of captured birds . 

The materials for th e trap frame can usually be obtained at little 
cost. T~e wire poultry netting used should be of 1-inch mesh. A knock. 
do .. n trap that can be readily shifted from one place to another can be 
constructed at some extra expen se of material and labor. This movable 
trap has each of th e follr sides, the two parts of the top, and the lad
de r constructed as separate units - the sections being fastened together 
with screws. 

Operation cf the tra 1 - The trap should be placed in a locality well! 
popul ated with starlings o r blackbirds, etc. - Ed.) that come there regu. 
larly to feed. The vicinity of city dumps, poultry yards, stables, and 
pastures where livestock is being fed will be found advantageous. Else. 
,,here some pre-baiting will have to be done to accustom the Lirds to feed. 
ing in the area. 

Table scraps, overripe fruit, stale bread, and almost any kind of 
inoffensive garbage will serve as bait. Grain also may be used, al
through as a rule it is l e ss a ttractive to starlings than the garbage 
suGgested. The bait should be placed not only beneath the top opening 
but also next to the outer walls of the trap. A f ew crusts of bread 
laid on top of the trap, next to the ladder, ,,all lure wary individuals 
to the openings, where they can see the bait within. When removing the 
captured birds, several should be left i~ the trap from day to day as 
decoys. 

During the winter of 1935-36 a trap on the ground of the National 
Soldi e rs' Home in Washington, D. C., similar to the one described, cap
tured more than 1,500 starlings in a period of 2} months. On each of 
several unusually cold days catches of more than 100 were made. The 
birds captured were largely from flocks on their way to or from an 
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00rmous roost a few miles away in the business section of the city. Be
es.use of these large numbers passing, th e results obtained were probably 
~etter than would ordinarily be the case. 

Most of the birds captured were banded and released, and it is of 
!0terest to note that, ~f 1,269 starling s so ~agged, not one returned to 
tbe trap for a secon d vi sit. Vhether these birds merely avoided the trap 
or whether they shunned the entire vicinity could not bo ascertained . 
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EI38A membe rs hav e alrea dy ord e red hundre ds 0 f th e 3e new ne1, 1.anent 
banding record fonns -- tr.rec printin r;s ha vt: be :::.-n exltau s t ed a;'1d a fourth 
is being ordered. 

Send your cm:ler to tl:.e Editor!o -- pd ees: 100 for $2.00; 50 for $1. 25 ; 
JO for $1.00 (postag e in cluded within U:e U , s .) 

FOR SALE 
To ETIBA Members Only 

MULTI-CELL GATHERI NG CAGJS 

Light weight, wooden, beautifully fini shed with spar varnish. 
These boxes are made to order with costs of mat e rial and small labor 
charges by hobbyist. Pric e s are as follo ws: 

8 cell • . • $10.00 
10 cell • . • 12 .50 
12 cell • . . 15.00 
15 cell • . • 18. 75 
16 cell • . . 20.00 

May be ordered through Treasurer. Will be shipped collect. 




