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Wy REACTION OF GREENFINCHES TO SUNFLOWER SEEDS OF VARIOUS COLOURS
w 3- mne

By Dr. Janet Kear
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, Md. % tﬁ

It was found during the course of a study of seed selection by cap-
tive British finches (Xear, Proc.Zoo.Soc. in press) that many of these
pirds will include sunflower seed, (Heleanthus annuus) in their diet.
mis seed, an achene with a hard, coloured pericarp, can conveniently be
sbtained in three varieties; black, black and white striped, and white.
gocasionally, black seeds turned up in the striped ones normally fed to
birds and it was apparent that most finches would ignore them. This
particularly noticeable in the case of Greenfinches (Chloris chloris)
Bullfinches (Pyrrhula pyrrhula), which took large amounts of sunflower
put left the black seeds in the feedin; dish. Some experiments were car-
ried out on the effect of colour in the selection of this seed.

JACOB3A

2 Council of Bird Banding '
informal meeting of the North American :
Associitions was held on June 10, 1961 Letween sessions of the Wilson b
Omithological Society meeting at the Britannia Hotel, Huntsvillg, Ontagig.
Two.major topics were discussed but no formal action was taken since not
all of the associations were represented.

S f a newsletter report
Dr. A. James Woodford opened the discugsion o :

to bangers giving ; brief background of the idea. It was the feeling
that this sﬁould be a periodic report althoiih ngt gecesszsiﬁyrigzgii;thi
two vears vwas suggested. All active ban ers w his
:ggzrzvezzenwifynot members of one of the banding associations.di? ag ef-
fort t; tease them into joining one. Topics in the report would include
the following:

Six individually caged, wild-caught Greenfinches were fed on striped
sunflower alone for twelve days in February 1959, during which time they
pach took an average of 6.4 grams of kernel (weight of a whole seed minus
pight of husk) per day. They were then given a choice of black, striped
gnd white seed in three similar brown dishes, the positions of which were
nged daily, for twelve days. The birds took a daily average of 5.6
grams kernel welght, of which 49.1 per cent was white, 46.2 per cent was
striped, and 4.7 per cent black seed. For a further twelve days they were
given black seed, and this they ate readily enough when there was no choice
taking 6.4 grams each day. Subsequently they were again allowed a choice
ind now their selectlon was 53.4 per cent white, 39.2 per cent striped,
nd 7.3 per cent black, with an individual average daily intake of 5.8
grams. Temperature was not controlled during the tests and differences

in total intake between days when therz was a choice and those when there
bas not are probably not significant.

1. Progress of the banding manual and other NACOBBA news and actions,
2. Activities of the varlous assoclations.

3, llews of cooperatuve projects among members.
4. New techniques in use by banders.

5, How to join a bird banding association $n§t;he %eg%ragﬁig gguzgé
. i ") A ‘\' 3
ie the main emphasls of each assodation. (Althoug 11d belee
;;:Z§z:§ that there Eere no geographical restrictions on membership; and

white seed, then, was preferred to coloured seed; black seed was in=
that those living in other regions are welcomed. )

tluded in the diet only to a very small extent, although it was taken in
in adequate quantity if the birds were given nc choice. It is possible

t the colour of the pericarp of the sunflower seed is associated with
ness, but no tests of thkis were made. These results provide an inter-
ing contrast to those of Wood (EBBA NEWS 1960) who found that many Amer-

n seed-eating birds ate both black and striped sunflower seed and had
0 praforence for either,

Any material cubmitted for the report would be edited and condenged
if necessary.

e
Alex Berzstrom reported on the progress of the banding ma?uaiﬁe g;ﬁ
extra work ne;essary to restore records destroyed by the fire in ‘

ing office held up pProgress. six sections of the manual have now been B ildfowl Trust, Gloucestershire, ingland e





