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BRIEF BIBLIOGRAPHY ON AGING AND S~XING FOR BIRD BAND3RS 
By Chandler s. Robbins 
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Thi s prelimina ry bi bliog ra phy of references helpful to handers is 
a complete list of avai lable refere nces, species by species. Rather 1~01! 
is a sel e cted list with emphasis on various methods that have been u;ed 
a few species and t ha t may be applicable to other species. 

0
1'1 

Bailey, Robert E. 1952. The incubation patch of passerine birds. Cond 
54 (J): 121-1J6. Description of incubation patch; partial list of Pa~. 
serine species in which found. 

Blake, Charles H. 1954. Notes on the wing length of the F.astem Purple 
Finch. Bird-Banding 25 (J): 97-101. 

----------------• 1 955. Notes on the Eastern Purple Finch. Bird-Bandit:ig 
26 (J): 89-116. Detailed plumage descriptions. 

----------------• 1956. Wing length in the Black-capped Chickadee. 
Bird-Banding 27 (1): 32. Adults 2 mm. longer than immatures. "Many 
wing measurements in the literature which are alleged to be of adults 
actually are nearly those of first winter birds." 

----------------• 1956. The topography of a bird. Bird-Banding '27 (1): 
22-31. Handy reference to description of plumage tenns. 

---------------• 1957. Female .:::astern Purple Finches. Bird-Banding 
28 (1): 26-29. PllUlla.ge. 

---------------. 19 57. Notes on j uvenal Purple Finches. Bird-Banding 
28 (1 ): 29-40. Plumage, molt am wing length. 

--------------• 1959. Wing length of ~~astern Cardinal. Bird-Banding 
JO (4): 2JJ-2J4. 

Coues, Elliott. 1927. Key to North American Birds. 2 vols: 1152 PP• 
Fifth Ed. Page Co., Boston. Desci:iptions and measurements. 

Davis, David E. 1960. Comments on the migration of Starlings in eastemi 
United States. Bird-Banding J1 (4): 216-219. Review of age and sex 
characters. 

Dwight, Jonathan, Jr. 1900. The sequences of plumage and moults of the 
passerine birds of New York. Annals N .Y. Acad. Sci. 1 J: 7J-J60. 

Forbush, 8dward H. 1925, 1927, 1929. Birds of Massachusetts an::l. other 
New England states. J vols: 481, 461 , 466 pp. Mass. 03pt. Agricultuxte, 
Boston. Excellent reference. Vol. J (AOU 514-766) still available, $5, 

Haugen, Arnold o. 1957. Distingui.shing juvenile from adult Bobwhite 
Quail. ,Jour. h'ildl. Mgt. 21 (1): 29-J2. rev. Bird-Banding 29 (1): 60, 

Humphrey, Philip s., and Kenneth C. Parkes. 1959. An approach to the 
study of molts and plumages. Auk 76 (1 ): 1-J1. rev. Bird-Banding JO 
(4): 247, Patterns of feather replacement. Tenninology. 

k E'BBA Jehl Joseph R., Jr. 1959. Identification of immature cue oos. 
NEWS 22: 102-10J. rev. Bird-Banding 31 (3), 1960: 166-167. 

Kessel, Brina. 1951. Criteria for sexing and aging European Starlings. 
Bird-Banding 22 (1): 16-2J. 

Kortright, Francis H. 1943. Ducks, geese and swans of North .A.~erica. 
476 PP• Am. 1-Jildl. Institute, \fashington, D. C. 
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~nning, T.H., E.O. Hohn, and A.H. MacPherson. 1956. The birds of Banks 
1 Island. Nat. Kus. Canada Bnll. 143: 1-144. Measurements of shore­

birds and other arctic breeders. 
~son, Edwin A. 19J8. Detennining sex in breeding birds. Blrd-Ba.ndlng 

9 (1): 46-48. Cloacal examination of pas :;;f,i•ines. 
M£J.ler, Alden H. 1931. Systematic revision and na tural hi story of the 

AJTlerican Shrikes. Univ. Calif. Puhl in Zoology J8 (2): 11-242. 
Monograph. Measurements and descriptions. 

, .. -- ---- -- ----- • 1941. Speciation in the a.vian g€:nus ,Tunc·o. Univ. Cal. 
pUbl in Zool. J.i,4. (3): 17J-L~J4. Mono gr aph i.nclu dir ,g many measu rement :-, • 

..-- --------- • 1946. A method cf determlning th e a ge of UV ':\ pas ser­
in e birds. Ilird-Banding 17 (1): 33-JS. Examinin g skull thl'ou gh slit 
1n skin. 

fliller, W. J,, and F. IT. Wagner. 1955. Se::d.nE mature Co]umbiformf,s by 
cloacal characters. Auk 72 (J): 279- 28 5. Nasal speculum u::;ed to 
open vent of dove t, , 

llichols, J. T. 1957. A medium-dull \v11ite-throat e d Sparro w ln Hs seventh 
winter. Bird-fandir .g 28 · (3) i 160. 

Norris, Robert A. 1961. A modifi.cation of t.he Miller Method of aging 
11ve passerine birds. Bird-Bandin g 32 : 55.57 • .iixmnining sku11 by 
wetting feathers. 

Parkes, Kenneth C. 1953. The incubatio n pat (:h in males of the suborder 
Tyranni. Condor 55 (4): 218 . Occurrence in flycatchers. 

..----------------• 1955. Note s on the mcilt.s and plun .ag(;;s of the Sparrow 
Hawk. Wilson Bull. 67 (3): 194-199. rev, Bird-Banding 28 (4): 242. 

Farks, G. Hapgood. 1951. Plumage coloration and age of ;~venin g Gros­
beake. Bird-Banding 22 (1 ): 2J-46. 

Petrides, George A. 1945. First-wint e r plumag e s in the Galliformes. Auk 
62 (2): 223- 226. Aging by retention ')f certain pri.!,iaries and coverts. 

Jlitelka, Frank A. 1946. Age in relation to migration in the Blue Jay. 
Auk 63 ( 1 ) : 82-84. Age by wing coverts. 

•·••w•----------• 1950. Geographic variation and the species problem in 
the shorebird genus Limnodromu s. Univ. Calif. Pub. in Zoology 50 ( 1 ) : 
1-108. Do,-:itch e r monogra .ph: measurements and plur r.age. 

Roberts , Thomas S. 1 932. A manual for the identification of the birds 
of Minnesota and neighboring states. pp. 459-738. Univ. Minn. Hus. 
Nat, History, Vdnneapolis. Perhaps th,1 best single volume for age 
and sex detennination of eastern birds. 

Rosene, 1.-~., Jr., and Frank lv. Fitch, Jr. 1956. A comparative test of 
the investigator as a variable in aging quail. Jour. t·Jildl. Mgt. 20 
(2): 205-207. rev. Bird- Banding 27 (4): 195-196. 

lander, Robert K., and D:mald R. Giller. 1960. First-year plumages of 
the Brown-headed Cowbird and Red-winged Blackbird. Condor 62 (3): 
202-214. 

Skutch, Alexander F. 1957. The incubation patterns of birds. Ibis 99: 
69.93. Occurrence in passerine and non-passeri.ne birds. References. 
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Sw nk w G 1955 Feather molt as an aging technique for Mourning Do~ 
aJo~r.•w1id1. Mgt. 19 ()): 412-414. rev. Bird-Banding 27 (2):95. Age

88
• 

detennination up to 142 days by primary molt. 
Wallace George J. 19)9. Bicknell's Thrush. Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. 

Hist~ry 41 (6): 211-402. Measurements of a1l races of Gray-cheeked 

Thrush. 
Williamson, Kenneth. 1957. Longevity in local pass 7ri nes. Fair Isle 

Bird Observatory Bulletin J (J): 13)-1 J4. rev. Bird -Ban ding 29 (1) 1 

52. \<ling length of a Water Pipit was reduced by wear from 95 11ml. 

to 8J-85 mm. 

Patuxent Wildlife Research Center. Laurel, Md. *tt 

NAC0133A 

An infom:l.l meeting of the ~~orth American Council of Bird ~nding 
A ciations was held ,m June 1 o. 1961 between sessions of the ,;ilson 

0
~~~thological- society meeting at the Britannia Hotel, Huntsvill~• Ontarto, 

,., · · •~.;._ics ,.,e= dis,,ussed but n() formal action was taken since not 
1 ·,;o maJOr '-"'F ~ ~v ~ 

all of the associations were represented. 

') A J "' t,'oodford opened the discussion of a newsletter raport 
'r, • amos ,I It th f 1· 

to banders dving a brief background of the idea. was e ee 1.ng 
th~t this should be a periodic rel'ort although not necessarily ~nn~al; 
on~e every two year s ,,as suggested. All active handers would receive this 

rt i .,. ot members 0 f one of the banding associations, 'l.n an ef. 
repo , even .1. n th rt ould include 
fort to t 0 ase them into jo1.ning one. Topics in e repo w 

the followi.ng: 

1. 

2. 

J. 

4. 

Progress of the banding mnual and other NACOBBA news and actions. 

Activities of the various associations. 

:Jews of cooperatuve projects amon:; 111embers. 

New techniques in use by handers. 

Ho,.· •o J'oin a bitd banding association and the geogr:i .phi.c bound-
5• ' '' ,.. i ( Alth h it 1-1ould be em• 

ari.es of the main emphasis of each assodat on. ' oug . d 
~h.9.;ized that there were no geographical restrictions on membership; an 

that those living in other regions are welcom ed.) 

l d b edited and condensed 
Any material submitted for the report wou e 

if nncessa:r.1. 

Alex Ber ;:;strom reported on the pror;ress of the b~~di;? ma~ua~he !~~d­
extra work ne~essary to restore records destroyed by e ire in een 
ing office hdd up progress. Six sections of the manual have now b 
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tfll13d and it is hoped they will be out to t he handers by the end of the 
~ar• Other sections will be added as they a.re compl eted. The rough 

~raft has been made for about 60 of the spe cies sheet s. S:l.nce the m.~nual 
1,111 be in looseleaf fonri, furth e r infonnat ion may be inserted later. 

*** 
REACTION OF GREENFINCHES TO SUNFLOWER SEEDS OF VARIOUS COLOURS 

By Dr. Janet Kear 

It was fo und during the cou rs of a study of seed selection by cap­
t~ve British finches (Kear, Proc.Zoo.So c. in press) that many of these 
~trd s will include sun.flower seed, (Heleanthus annuus) in their diet. 
'!'his seed, an achene with a hard, colou red pe ricarp, can conveniently be 
obtained in three varieties; black, bla ck and white striped, and white. 
oooasionally, black seeds turned up 1n the st riped ones normally fed to 
the birds and it w3.s apparent that most finch es woul d ignore them. This 
118S particularly noticeable in the cas e of Greenfinches (Chloris chloris) 
and Bullfinches (Pyrrhula pyrrhula), wM ch took large amounts of sunflower 
but left the black seeds in the feedin(, dish. Some experiments were car­
)ded out on the effect of colour in the selection of this seed. 

Six individually caged, wild-caug ht Greenfinches were fed on s triped 
swiflower alone for twelve days in Feb ruary 1959, during which time they 
each took an average of 6. 14, granw of kernel (weight of a whole seed minus 
llflight of hu sk ) per day. They were th en given a choice of black, striped 
and white seed in three similar brown dishes, the positions of which were 
oh,anged daily, for twelve days. The birds to ok a daily average of 5.6 
gl'IIJ!ls kernel weight, of which 49.1 per cent was white, 46.2 per cent was 
at.riped, and 4.7 per cent black seed. For a fur ther twelve days they were 
given black seed, and this they ate readily enou gh when there was no choice 
~king 6.4 grams each day. Subsequently they were again allowed a choice 
and now their selection was 5J.4 per cent white, 39.2 per cent striped, 
and 7.3 per cent black, with an indivi dual average daily intake of 5.8 
grams. Temperature was not controlled during the tests and differences 
lm total intake between days when the r,a was a choice and those when there 
was not are probably not significant. 

White seed, then, was preferred t o coloured seed; black seed 1-•as in­
oluded in the diet only to a very small extent, although it was taken in 
an adequate quantity if the birds 1,iere given no choice. It is possible 
that the colour of the perlcarp of the sunflower seed is associated with 
hardness, but no tests of tbis were made. These result s p rovide an inter ­
esting contrast to those of Wood (!!:DBA ?-IEWS 1 960) who foun d that many Amer­
lcan seed-eating birds ate both black and striped s\mf1ower seed and had 
no pref e rence for either . 

The Wildfowl Trust. Gloucestershire, England :tr t t 




