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AN OFT-RETURNING CHICKADEE 
By Frank L. Yocom 

On Septe mber 18, 1955, I banded a 
ln Ashtabula, Ohio - numbor 21~_39209. 
over slnco • on t he foll ow'lng dates: 

195.5: Oct. 16, 21, 24; Nov. 6, 27 

1956: Jan. 13; Aprll 1 3, 22; July 

1957: Oct. 17 

19.58: Jt1ne 15; July J; Nov. 9 

1959: ,JD.no ·1 B; I~eh .. 

1960: li'eb. 17; .ApcU 10 

·19611 Jlib:l'eh 1 7; May rn 

4; Sept. 9; Nov. 15, 25 

tti 

~;m-11 81\.NDP!J"ER Ml 'S,, B(:1t: ty f(rw, .T of s,mth 1\1.nboy,, New tl'ef !.!:8.f. ·writes: 
1i'0REDN HE'I'i1i\.P ri~1h:U1~ band · ng $h~n•,;:t11nls hor e on Augnn, 1 tl; 1961, ] 

cau~·l:.d; au ~ di~lt '.·)ernip:.\· m.ated Sand.p:l.pex· '(,;c,i&.r·:i.ng a 'for, .. 
·l . . o 1 . . . , 1'he ba n(l wa.i, vwI'J mn·n :mcl. was \·e111ovr.::d i:l.nd :sr,mt :l.n with tne 

~.-gn .io,nu.,, ··· .. · , .... I s·J/11 ~,· •0 ·1la ced wiftH )".'$-OO:rt to ·i,;,bc;! 13an,'.l1ng u.n.':1.r!f) 0 '1')1,(,"? b!il.nd ,. !)(.1. y'.~, +.. ., , We .; ,\ -1 . ,, 
ne~1 rnind. rn>, 61- Cl'l ·] ltfl and the M.td '1-k:, ra.\..(·nM10d • 

1 i .·1'.'·.t"JI·,1 •:·1., r..-: Br,1.ndir vz, Off:\ .~,;;.; that. thl.~1 Sand-ur havo ;j l:i. f:I t t "(,') (~l:d. Vt:H \•JO t'( , vi.A c 2" 
·1 • • r.lunda ~' Ho. r::ih, Ont ti r·i.o O CJ.rn:i.da o cm May rr1, (11.p ... n:- wa.r,i l.>1:1.nd~~d ~1~1 Hn ad\t ·c. ,H, , 

i9 '5(·J. by Mr,, V1:0JJ.J.e Ro Grayo 11 

.f<~HBA us MEMBF:Rs A corri_pllat lon maclo whJ.le mail ing tho .last. :tumw of EB: 
11.RCT: WTDESPIU.:AD Ni.:WS 13how.,d that JrnHA rnelilbars hip was d:lv t decl botwee~ 

ata ten and ·1 O £ore1 en count ries (21 members in .fo~ gn 
eountr le•; 11 of whi ch are .:l.n Canada ). Most members live in Pennsy (with 
(97) Ne~•Yo:ck (80) , an d New Jersey (7'7). 1'otal membership was f~i sta s 
~0ve~l · inore added si.nc e), of. which 35S live in t he Eastern coa s 
whi.ch comp:r:·1-se 11E;BBJ\0 s torr:\.tory", and iltL~ elsewhere. 
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OPERATION BARN SWALLOW 
By John w. Taylor 

Page 121 

aarn Swallows, Hirundo rustica, have nested in a number of buildings 
oli•r rann for many years. .Among my earliest memories were the swallows 
t, perched on a basketball hoop outside our garage where they preened 

i,a 881ves and twittered happily. To see them twisting and turning as they 
~~ over the nearby meadows was a pleasing and connn?n sight. I was ~ir­f1J~d the .first time I saw one at th e seashore but soon learned they fre­

nt the coast in numbers . Apparently the only odd thing about seeing 
em coursing over a meadow near Lake Tahoe, California, was that I was 
re to se e them. The Barn Swallow is at large throughout most of our 

untl"Y • 

Although I am always pleased to see one , it is not the ubiquit ou s 

11811ow but the Barn Swa).low at home with which I am present!l.y intrigued. 
the spring of 1960 I set out to hand every swallow that set f oot or 

~rig in any of our buildings. Think of the information t hat could be 
fl eaned from banding a n entire col ony , adults and young, ever:,• year for a 

!)er of years. A compl et e record of th e individual birds would be 
fllpplemented ,y a complete record of th e colony of whi ch they were a part. 
!U, for example, an individual bird returns or doesn't return, one can 
draiJ certain conclusions. If, on the other hand, an unusually large per­
oentage of tbe colony of wh1.ch it 1,R1s a member returns or doesn't, this 
t(Jllld mean somethint! qulte different. Records f,,r a number o!' years 
li'Ollld he needed to det~}r:nim, what th e normal percentage of ~turn would be. 

It would have be en :lnvalua ble in 1958 when New England and Long Is land 
·,re spr-ctyed f rom .tlrplanes 1n a ooncentrated effort t o control th e Gyps.;• 
:i.oth to have had suc h a rec ord . I a,n curious as to ;,hether the re was a oy 
i gnit'lc an t ch,rnge in the siie 0f our col -::rn.1 th.at :rear , and. whether the 
neatl1ngs were of average nurnbers and no::wll t;;r,),vth. 

Undoubtedly there are many questions that would occur to banders 
aakirie 8UCh a at,1dy. Some of interest to me are the foll :-ming: How doo s 
Ull! per(!cntage of returnin~ adults c,)mpare with that of ret11rning young? 
!lo some family gronps have hJ.gh,:)r rat11rns in the spring than do others7 If 
IOand if they arrive at the 3ame tlroe, it might indicate that they winter 
In the same locality. Do some birds return in the early spring and then 
ve on to nest a.t another locat3-on7 Whnt ls the rriortality o~ adults and 
unB during the nesting season? Does the first brood of young remain in 

lhe area 1rJhere they ware hatched while a second brood is being reared? If 
t, where do theJ go7 Do the adults that l"d.ise only one brood leave the 

when their young begin to !1.y or do they keep it for headquarters 
dt11. later in the smnmer7 Do birds from one col:,ny winter in a particular 
lflction of their range or are they spread throughout the winter territory? 
!he more one learns, the more questions arise to be 9.nswered! 




