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w. P. Nickell, Cranbrook Institute of Science, Bloomfield Hills 

Michigan, sp oke on "Net Banding : an H:ff'ective Method of Datermining bl 
ribution of' Northern Mi.grants in their Winter Ranges." He had sp e t1t. tat.. 
early spring of 1960 and 1961 banding at 41 stations located mos tly 1 he 
east central portion of Mexico, including we stern Yucatan, the most p n tbi 
itable spots being at Belize and Stann Creek. 1':lt 

For descriptive purposes he classified the habitat under seven tY'J)e 
Each type yielded certain varieties of birds. Best results were obtai • 
in moist jungle, as at Chiapas, where nets were set along hedge ro~s. 
Cattle ranches, especially where crossed by streams, were also good. 1111..; 
poorest results ~ere obtained in dry, hot limestone areas, as found ., .. 
largely in Yucatan. Open grasslands near sea level were poor on migrant 
but good on endemic varieties. 

The most frequent catch were Catbirds, Magnolia Warblers, American 
Redstarts, Orchard Orioles, Baltimore Orioles, Indigo Buntings, and Roa 
breasted Grosbeaks. There were 29 returns, mostly of Orchard Orio:1,es allit 
several warblers. 

D. D. Berger, H. C. Mueller, and F. Hamerstrom, all of \-1iscons1n 
spoke on banding Snowy Owls. They had banded 61 Snowy Owls during the 
winter of 1960-1961 in Wisconsin. 

By advertising for reports , they got their leads concerning the 
presence of owls . Few of the lead s thus obta:1.ned turned out to be .false 
since the Snowy Owl is a big and readily identifiable bird . Some 8600 
miles were driven in worlcing out these leads. Of their catch, 58 were 
taken close to where they had been reported, indicattng that the Snowyi 
Owl tends to remain in a given area for some time before moving on. 

Their most usual trap was a Ba.l-Chatri consisting of a chicken wi 
cage baited with a pigeon and covered with J0-40 pound test nylon strina 
Banded birds i,,ere marked with acrylic dyes, using t\.lo colors placed on 
various portions of the wings, but the dye did not last satisfactoril M, 

The sex of the owls was detennined on the basis of weight arid i,luu 
and it appeared that there ,.ras an approximately even distribution bet~ 
males and females. They had no means for determining age, however, alt 
they felt they had some success by examination of the fault bars in 
the feathers. 

James Woodford of the Royal Ontario Museum spoke on Operation ReOO 
in the Great Lake s region. He gave a resume of what had been accompl 
in extending this project from the east coast through the Great Lakes 

James Baird of the Massachusetts Audubon Society spoke on "SUl!ll!l8 

Weights of Evening Grosbeaks." Of a total of 1 60 Evening Grosbeaks id 
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n'tted in New Brunswick in June 1957, 85 had been wei hed 
!t'figJlts compared with a published series of wint i g h and these 
~ssachusetts. Baird believe s the variations ine;hwe g ris obtained ~n 
,.a1 be attributable to these finches • e rratic llligra:i~~ s . es of weighcs 

Bert Murray of Douglass College , Rut ers 
~t directly related to banding but whichgbandespoke on a topic which i s 
lllteres tin g as they work along the coast in the r; ft f~nd pa!'ticularly 
,,Mtled "Fall Hawk Migration along the Coastal A~a • futrhrayNs topic was 
ur\1-ted States . " s O ,e ortheastern 

He believe s there are certain inconsistencie be . 
~terson theory of wind drift and (1) the simulta s t~een the Allen-
Jt both New Haven and Kiptopeke following wind n:o;s appearance of hawks 
KIIJ'l'llY pointed out that ground observations a~ ~;t rom the northwest . 
Ill this connection he mentioned radar observations :d n~~e t~stworhy . 
1inEl phenomenon. Since Peterson happened to be vers onary 
Ille lively discussion that ~ollowed was given ad~~f~:!~\~;v!~:s se ss ion , 

Among the members of EBBA who attended th ti 
Baird T A Be e mee ng were I Aaron Bagg 

J&ae8 • • • rgstrom , Ibrothy Bordner and her t ' 
Jater, Elise and Stanley Dickerson Joe Jehl Cha paren s • Eleanor 
t, Nickell , John and Mary Schmid •-~an and A•lb rtrleshLincoln, Bert Murray , 

J Swi b d • ~ e Sc nitzer Dr J M s i Dr, • ne roa • Dr • and ?I.rs• Merrill W:>od • • • • i . pe rs • 

!35Wild Hedge 
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Lane, Mountainside, N.J. 

(~bba does not wish to make a Drof ' t -, 
»JW AVAILABLi wants Sustainin ::r \iember . . l on net s • • • ::.bba 

a year i·t - ot .b , s ••· 1.f yo11 use 6 ne t s Oi' rq,>,'· ' 
, pays o ecome a Su t · · M ) ~ts are Four Shelves -- 120 meshes dee . ' s a1n1ng iember . Regular 

140 Meshes Deep 1 -±fl mesh (th t p . 1larbler Nets are Four Shelves 
• 4 e se ne s a re de i d · ' Ule:y are much finer denier and smaller h s ~ne especially for warblers , 

regular nets . ) The prices: mes an 20 meshes de epe r than our 

5 Meter - Regular 
9 fl II 

12 II II 

9 Meter - Warbler 
12 fl II 

Act i ve Member 
$1.25 
2.50 
2.85 
J .0 0 
3.50 

Sustai ning Mbr, 
$1 .25 
2 .00 
2.35 
2.50 
3.00 

Postage paid on ?rders over $5.00. Purchaser must 
net permit. Remittance should accompany order. have 

Send to: Mrs. John Y. Dater, Box 242, Ramsey, 
N.J. 




