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REPORT OF THg 1961 WILsSON MEKTING
By Albert Schnitzer

tpe annual meeting of the Wilso
?.er at Lake of Bays, Onmtario, Canada, June 9 and
7;313 located close to Route 60, about half way be

western edge of Algonquin Park., It ig ope of ¢
‘go often found in Ontarig,

n Ornithological Soclety was held

10, 1961. The Lake
tveen Huntsville
he lovely and large

ologistS. central Ontario ig ideally suited,

. sufficiently far south to attract a5 nesters most of the birds one
" in eastern Unlted States, byt sufficiently rar north to suit many of
gpecies that we see only in migration in the east, 1y addition to itg
".rests. it offers a great variety or habitats, pyt its most enduring
is of water., One ig rarely out of sight of 2 plash or g tarn, a
or a lake, The frequent streams gre often damneq by beavers, Creating
iplicity of ponds ang SWampS. Plant 1ife ig lush and flowers are
’ ful. Along the quiet trails one Sees small game very often; and tracks
ﬂcats of foxes, wolves, besars, deer and moose gapa commonplace,
To get the feel of the my wife and 1 arrive
reeting early. After g few days at Lake Solitare, deep in the wilderness
ut 20 miles northeast of Huntsville, we left oyp car
in for a night and 3 day ride to Moosonee on James Bay, the southern
- There are highways as far ag Cochrane, but from there
is only by the single thin 1ine of the train, or by cance or plane.
rain ride and the area about Moosonee make g fascinating story in
- but we must returp to the Wilson meeting,
Each registrant received a mimeo
¢ glven at the meeting, and a
illarize onself in advance
pare oneself with backgrou
mient and questions at the

sible to plan which talks
[ 0

8raphed book]

timetable, It was therefore possible to
with the @ssentials of each paper and to

nd information, This

conclusion of eac

h paper, Further, it was
to attend and which ¢
none's own special interests,

There is nothing novel about
iined with clarity of the abst
iphed booklet, were unusual ,

this, but the standard or brevity,
racts, and the qua

1ity of the mimeo-
Furthermore, one could depend op the

#table, The speakers B8ually adhereq faithfully to their agreed times,

| wheneve r necessary the moderator enforced the schedule rigidly both

8 the speakeps and for the discussantg, This permitteq calm and unhurried
Uvery by all the Speakersg, including those scheduled late in each session,
SPemitted full comprehension ang ample discussion by the audiencs,

sessions
banding:

two days of the

. Altogether, in the
s concerned with

» 25 talks were read, Of
8 the following were
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W. P. Nickell, Cranbrook Institute of Science, Bloomfield Hi))g. ,b d in New Brunswick in J
Michigan, spoke on "Net Banding; an Effective Method of Determiningsf | ‘ﬁ:tﬁts compared with a prlfzﬁe;933;1e§502a31b:en ey el thews
ribution of Northern Migrants in their Winter Ranges." He had spapt wgsachusetts. Baird believes the vard nter welghts obtained in

early spring of 1960 and 1961 banding at 41 stations located mostly 1
east central portion of Mexico, including western Yucatan, the mogt Prot
itable spots being at Belize and Stann Creek. -

oy be attributable to these finches® erratic migrations

Bert Murray of Douglass Colle
ge, Rutgers, spoke on a t v
+ directly related to banding but which banders may find ;5?:123%:21;3

Lteresting as they work along the coast in th

fall. Murray®* :
tled "Fall Hawk Migrati % ay's topic was
Hited States.” gratlion along the Coastal Areas of the Northeastern

For descriptive purposes he classified the habltat under seven g
tiach type ylelded certain varieties of birds. Best results were obtgﬂ
in moist jungle, as at Chiapas, where nets were set along hedge roywg,
Cattle ranches, especially where crossed by streams, were also gooq,

poorest results were obtained in dry, hot limestone areas, as found He belleves there

largely in Yucatan. Open grasslands near sea level were poor on migpan mtarson theory of windagiiﬁit:2én(??cggziszzncies between the Allenw
but good on endemic varieties. i 4 8

The most frequent catch were Catbirds, Magnolla Warblers, Amepiaa
Redstarts, Orchard Orioles, Baltimore Orioles, Indigo Buntings, and
breasted Grosbeaks., There were 29 returns, mostly of Orchard Orioles as
several warblers. 4

Agg;ﬁdth; mimbg:s o: EBBA who attended the meeting were: Aaron Bagg
::, » To A, rgstrom, Dorothy Bordner and her pare t‘ '
r, Elise and Stanley Dickerson, Joe Jehl, Charles iincgli: BE;l?in;srray
L '

Nickell, John and Mary Schmid, Evan
& and
i, J. Swinebroad, Dr. and Mps. Mérrill woOd{\lbert Schnitzer, Dr, J.M.Speirs,

D. D. Berger, H. C. Mueller, and F. Hamerstrom, all of Wisconsip
spoke on banding Snowy Owls. They had banded 61 Snowy Owls during the
winter of 1560-1961 in Wimconsin. 3

By advertising for reports, they got their leads concerning the
presence of owls. Few of the leads thus obtained turned out to be fal
since the Snowy Owl is a big and readily identifiable bird. Some 86
miles were driven in working out these leads. Of their catch, 58 w
taken close to where they had been reported, indicating that the Snowy.
Owl tends to remain in a given area for some time before moving on,

Jj¥ild Hedge Lane, Mountainside, N.J, & & 5

make a profit on nets ess Zbba

S wex 1f you use 6 nets or wmoes

€ a Sustaining Member, ) Regular

. Wa?bler Nets are Four Shelves,
esigned especially for warblers,

NETS (sbba does not wi
] & sh to
Wi AVATILABLS wants Sustaining Membep

Their most usual trap was a Bal-Chatri consisting of a chicken wi
cage baited with a pigeon and covered with 30-40 pound test nylon s
Randed birds were marked with acrylic dyes, using two colors placed on

various portions of the wings, but the dye did not last satisfactorily, i .
] 5 Meter - Regular %ﬂlﬂ Sustaining Mbr,
The sex of the owls was determined on the basis of weight and 9 " " 2'50 $1.25
and it appeared that there was an approximately even distribution 12 v " 2.85 2400
males and females. They had no means fordetermining age, however, althiol 9 Meter - Warbler '0 2.35
they felt they had some success by examination of the fault bars in 12 " " 3.00 2.50
the feathers. 3.50 3.00

Postage paid on orders over $5,00,

net permit. Remittance should accomPurchaser must have

James Woodford of the Royal Ontario Museum spoke on Operation
pany order,

in the Great Lakes reglion. He gave a resume of what had been accom

in extending this project from the east ccast through the Great Lakes Send to:

Mrs. John Y. Dater, Box 242, Ramsey, N.J

James Baird of the Massachusetts Audubon Society spoke on "Summé¥
YWelghts of Evening Grosbeaks."” Of a total of 160 Evening Grosbeaks I





