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. rhe first chart shows a map of the island areas south of Cape Cod
all the banding was done., In the nineteen-thirties Herring Gulls
just beginning to nest in the Muskeget area. Muskeget is almost
otly eighty miles in a southerly direction from Logan Alrport in

] “ton. As far as I can determine, this island was originally little
1ts my husband and I realized in’the nineteen<thyg re than & sand bar occupied by nesting terns.
to compare the resuils

t four years. In the yearsq tern droppi
sults I obtained in the pas were notified of rom tern droppings encouraged vegetation,
:%;2 zgeb;ded S total of 269 ﬁergzglggﬁ:éda:ndm the vears Al : Mhm Gurﬁs wer: attm::ed. They nested in the polson ivy jungles
recoveries or 5.5 percent of the peon notified of fourteen recoy Wle seve species of terns occupied the more sandy wastes. Laughing
nded a total of 950, and have ‘ 41s, in the past, had nesting colonies along the New Jersey, Long
59 1 ba sarit tand, and New England coasts, as reported by Bent in Life Histories.
or 1.47 percente time Bent published the volume on gulls and terns in 1921, most
% these colonies had disappeared. This was before Herring Gulls began
ir southward population explosion, so they cannot be blamed. The

ts might well have been plume hunters. The latter nearly wiped
it the Muskeget colony in the eighteen-eightles,

As the growing fertility f

tudy of these data led me to ask i‘ellowfbgiz::r;\:;.th;tl‘
, ; Gulls banded campared with numbers od Tiots and inforks
of Herring Grace Meleney responded with detalle T am ol
Peppo¥ and ric make any use of their data I wished%h § T mge
iy methom for the whole-hearted cooperation tha
indebted to 3 = On Muskeget, however, thanks to the determined efforts of a
study possible. servation-minded individual, Laughing Gulls increased from a few

tvs to an immense colony. Today, terns have practically vanished
¢ m Muskeget, Laughing Gulls are crowded into limited areas, and
£ P # Gulls are nesting by thousands. A few Great Black-backed Gulls
":"" N O comst % nest there, with numbers increasing each season.
BOSTON L({.f .
N

At present Herring Gulls are nesting on Nantucket, on Tuckernuck,
oughout an extensive area of sand dunes at Lobsterville on the

rd, and in several areas on Chappaquiddick Island. In this study
pwhole island area is considered as a unit,

= E”&-\w

B

2
\ ‘V\‘%

£ banding.
Chart 1. FPlaces©
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I prepared yearsg 438
d chart has been made from a map
I pre'sll‘:lﬁt:;c:npaper on Herring Gull recoveries to this very asggq

ich were banded for the
dispersal of Herring Gulls wh
Itrihggsaﬂtﬁrrizgebeach extension of Muskeget. The mc:\{ew poin
2?1 Atlantic and Gulf coasts suggested a possible migra hon route
cu:s across the Florlda peninsula. It was partly through an at

see if other banders had results that would suggest a similar roygy

that I embarked on thig study.
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HESRING GULL RECOVERIES

BY LOCATION
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Chart 3. Recoveries by location.

f Pepper, Meleny
rt tabulates the recovery data o 8
—+ thi;dhgll: been arbitrary in using the strict definition o

ﬁgiﬁiﬁ;; The banding office sends th?i 1292:11015:1.82:; :czt;,h: 4
. 5 rted a e
whether the bird in question was repo o oy
was d from a foreign country

after banding, or was reporte Torelgn sounbry ten oie

among a species as notoriously fra o
gzziou:ii;e wilZE]:. be a considerable number of casualties among

1 ]

individuals, g

3:253(111.}'. Therefore I have omittedlall :;cov:wrg ;ggz;:sa?{er

ar their nest sites in less than :

%;:drzzofr:rynepercentages are based on banded gulls which (1) L

Pa.

These have no bearing on the dataof migration
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ds even if they travelled as short g distance as to the Massachusetts
“1and, (2) which were reported in th

e nesting vieinity after an interval

o months, and (3) which returmed after a migration interval,

for instance, of Pepper®
ported dead near their

5ix were
re after banding,
» and twenty.six

T have also arbitrarily di

vided the bandin
g 0illespie intc three time i

g done by Pepper, Meleney,
ntervals,

My husband and 1 collected daty

By
q gull banding, Herring Oulls were also
$ing on Martha's Vineyard. For foupr years she was the only bander I

gy of working with gulls on the Vineyard. This is the second interval.
1954 Mr. and Mrs, William Pepper started banding on the Vineyard and
ued throughk 1958, In 1959 and 1960 they banded on Nantucket and

een time for a signif.
In the second place,
rs banded that year,
poison experiments

s to have been reported.
tistics of the 1792 Herring Gulls that the Peppe

b of them on Muskeget, may be distorted by the
the 1sland.

A1l three sets of data show a
fent of gulls of the year in 1a
pVery can be dismissed as probab
| Canada, six from Maine, one f
| Massachusetts, However,
‘ the obvious mig
fore taking off
#8 the gulls at least slight
reported comtinuously along

s1ight tendency toward northward

te summer op early fall, The Michigan
ly aberrant. There are three records
rom New Hampshire, and thirty-eight
since Herring Gulls are not generally
ration route would be from the islands to
to the se¢uth, and such a route First

ly to the north, The fact that recoverie
the coast indicates that such a route

=
=

Wohn Dennis,
"Moung of the

reporting on data from the Nantucket bande
Bnents of Michigan Herring

then south,"
Gulls (Bird-

rs, states
W. John Smith in
Banding, April 1959) gtates;

and Quebec are too few
Since birds banded on the southern Mass-
seem to move along the coast when trending north, there
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would be more likelihood of recoveries than in the sparsely Settlod
north of Michigan, but the percentages from the two areas do not va an
appreciably. Therefore, there seems to be only a slight tendency :
late summer dispersal northward.

son them in Bermuda, but not in large numbers. Herring Gulls do not

L1y venture far from land. Bent's volume was published in 1921, but
icture does not seem to have changed in regard to southern migration
estinations.

From Massachusetts south there is a decided coastal migratigp

indicated, with numbers of recoveries gradually tapering off, Fron 'ﬁ“ LONGEVITY

however, there are twelve reports. Five are from Jacksonville; opg o0 H o rotr aigen ) T
from Smyrna Beach, Coronado Beach, and Daytona Beach; all of which o SIKvEAR o e
just a bit further south than Jacksonville on the Atlantlic coast, g =Ll S el
from Tarpon Springs Just opposite on the Gulf coast, and two frop Pe % 9 P
cola. The twelfth was reported from Key West, but was also reporte o st it

a Laughing Gull, Since we were banding both Herring and Laug

at the same time, our report may be in error, and I hesitate to a0
the record. Yet, in so doing, I run the risk of manipulating the
to fit the theary that the migratory route of Herring Gulls is acrgge
the northern end of the Florida peninsula to the Gulf coast, i

THRLE-YEAR | neren mm 2

FIVE-YEAR |
i

il

SIK-YEAR 1
EIGHFYEAR |

P

D

ONEYEAR T TeoyeAr
"5

(Since the reading of the paper I have received further infommg
that discredits the above theory. John Dennis, after reading a copy
the paper, writes: "I have spent three fall seasons, while attending
University of Florida, at or near Gainesville in north-central Flo
We were located on a large lake part of the time. I do not recall sea:
any Herring Gulls although I do believe Laughing Gulls were plentify
times. This would seem to argue against a north Florida crossing, (f
the same time, I know from experience at Mlami that Herring Gulls are
plentiful there, but, of courss, do not know their origin."

Lhart 4, Longevity.,

The fourth chart shows a longevity tabulation. Apain I have

he three time intervals, particularly because the recgveriea rmmo::ela{:ed
jainded since 1950 are presumably not all yet reported. Out of a total of
grenteen recoveries for the 1930-1937 period, Meleney reports four that
4 ived a year or more. Out of fifteen recoveries reported by Gillespie

(I have also received from Mr. Pepper further data on travels of yen 1ived more than one year. !
banded Herring Gulls. Even though this includes reports on some gull
banded in 1960, they are here mentioned. There were one each from ¢
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Long Island, and Mobile, Alabama. There w
five from Florida: one aach from New Smyrna Beach, Ponte Vedra Beach,
Daytona Beach, N. Miami Beach, and Saratoga. The two latter sites ar
of course, well down the peninsula, one on each coast. One banded
was reported from Anahuac, Texas, on Galveston Bay; and one from nea
Acapulco, Mexico. The latter gull certainly crossed a peninsula, and
moreover a peninsula without the numerous bodies of inland water that

Florida possesses.)

Out of forty-three recoveries in the period from 1949 to 1953,

tleney had only six that lived a year or more, i
ar old gull. y » including one eleven-

Out of the period 1954 to 1959, Pepper re
E ports ten gulls out of
o;f;vetrecgveries living a year or more, Meleney reports twelve
:‘\1 orvy-six recoveries; and Gillespie three out of fi
&l presumably be further reports, g

This shows that by far the greater number of recoveries occurs
H0r¢ a bird reaches the age of one year. Smith reports that 63.34

nt of recoveries were of birds less than a Year old, and two-thirds
E’fese reports were of birds found dead (or otherwise) before December
of the year of banding. It seems, also, that in the first period
iMater percentage of gulls lived more than one year.

Texas appears to be the goal of migration for many of our He
Gulls. There were eleven recoveries in that state. The one from
was reported from Vera Cruz which is practically Texas.

Pepper had one recovery from Havana, Cuba; and one from Andro
Bahamas. Bent in Life Histories states that Florida, Texas, and 1
on the Gulf coast are the ultimate goals of most migrating Herring
though some have been reported from Cuba, Jamaica and Bermuda. av
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; = . erring Gulls in the area had piloneer stuff in them which gave
SRRESH ot ! .

r offspring greater immunity from danger? Or is it that there was
T " room for the newcomers and therefore fewer internecine casualties?
.+ HERRING GULLS from
AV NEYARD ano MUSKEGET

Tt has been suggested that possibly there was better publicity in
. earlier days of banding which elicited better response from the

“' of banded birds.
Chart 5. Percentags

A 1928133 In 1960 the three operators banded a total of 2940 Herring Gulls.

6f, AACEYSILSn oreRaTok  TOTAL PANDED  RECOVERIES  PERCENT " these the Peppers banded 1792; some on Nantucket and Tuckernuck, but
. 1 sse ¢ sreater number on Muskeget. During their third visit to this island
I "y - o *poison crew was there, but gave no warning to the banders of their
i e ed poison experiments., The results of these experiments were
MELENEY 1110 a8 boL

nt when the banders made a fourth visit to Muskeget. However, Mr.
) tries to persuade us that it will be interesting to compare
ey oTaca Ming results before and after the poison episode.

1.97

137

pr. Weatherbee, a research biologist for Fish and Wildlife who was
weent during the Muskeget polson episode, writes: "The only way that

5 banding situation on Muskeget is abnormal in 1961 is in the extra-

inary opportunity for everyone concerned to learn a whole lot more

ut gull blology.® This may be a corroboration of Mr. Duvall's idea,
pugh the meaning seems a Lit obscure.

4

. During eig
The last chart shows the per“““g%a‘,’éage 20‘{?,22380: 290 uﬁ ;
ears in the nineteen-thirties Meleneyrecoveries - a percentage o }mere appeared recently in the Vineyard Gazette a letter from Rodger
16 ils from which there were sevenbeer;overies - a percentage of 5458 ling of Revere, Mass., stating that during the 1961 season the predator
Gl;.llespie banded 269 with fifteen re trol representatives, with the cooperation of the Massachusetts Audubon
foty, intend to use as a "contact polson for eggs"” an organophosphate
od TEPP, ™a derivative of a Nazl German war gas that held the Allied
h Coomand in terror, for one drop of it on human skin is fatal., Loosing
p gtuff around a vacationland like the Vineyard is bad enough but the
o d viciousness is in that deceptive phrase ‘contact polson to eggs’,
panded 2333 gulls o3 TEPP is not applied just to destroy the embryo in the egg but to kill
the period from 1954 to 1959 Melensy PEESL (057 G4)1esptel 3dult bird that bares its breast to set on the egg!"
e prt six recoveries = 2 percentage © ntage of iy
thereu‘]ﬁmwflg,.chy;»'i.eldecl fourteen recoverie; ;1 ;E_:rcr:covered -a
?’5°p§r b:nded 2823 gulls, sixty-five of whie
ep!
age of 2.30.

ivably yield a further
49 to 1953 could conce a O |
o per%:c; fr?lnolwl?zer this would not appretgt:tlzlgf.ﬁ?g o
recoverylzr In.this period Meleney banded 2 otal of 11 i
a%?. ;ei?mb;r twenty-eight recoveries were repo
whic

Please understand that I hold no brief for Herring Gulls per se,
Jugh T am convinced that coming generations would regret it for prac-
d rather than sentimental reasons if Herring Gulls should be wiped
ihe earth. Our Muskeget banding program is not the most important
g in the world. But why has Muskeget been chosen for poison exper-

14 gulls |
s eorts 1183 cowran ot o 8 ot of 00625
twenty-seven years = & e Gulls from Knife d
dé—r":ﬂ:g april 1959 - TRl mgrﬁionof‘i si’r:intcg)tal of 3028 gulls
. ne recove es 40 __;‘,,.
oy mtzo :t:re}z%la;g-oufmd 0. Gross in B;rd-BB_E___"ﬁggit. 19 :
:e?:g::er?.asgout of 23,43t banded gulls, = 3.29 P°

er a terrific protest against the polson program was made last
s the alibi of airport hazard was suddenly produced. But Muskeget
ighty miles from Logan airport, and there are Herring Gull colonies
our recovery percentages for héarer, even colonies where so-called control could be carried out

Compared with these ﬁgu;e:,'about the percentages of ovelt: ‘ ‘ .ch closer secrecy. And as to alrport hazards, I have a copy of a
period seem a bit 12“' bgﬁn:dain the thirties! Could 1t be ? from the vice president and general manager of American Airlines
Meleney and Gillespie ©
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from which I quote: %At no time have we contemplated any action
would lead to the killing of birds. All of our efforts have begy

towards finding some way to keep the birds from coming to the gy
and to discourage birds from staying in the vieinity of airportg
may be sure that the entire problem is being approached with the'
that birds are a ualuable natural asset and should be protecteq n

To date, therefore, we are unable to discover any sound reason
the Muskeget poison programs. by

Summary

1. There 1is only a slight tendency toward late summer dispergy:
northward among birds of the year. i

2. Migration destinations in the south appear much the same as o
by Bent forty years ago. With the exception of the gull recovereq iy
Michigan there have been no inland recoveries. There is insufficie
support for the theory that the migration route to the Texas coast fa.
those gulls that winter there is across the Florida peninsula, g

3. By far the greater number of recoveries occur among birds in
their first year. i

4. Recovery percentages and longevity records have gradually dip
ished during the past thirty years. No reasons for this are knowng:

5. The opportunity to continue this study of Herring Gulls ¢
banding is jeopardized by a poison control program for which no s
reason has been discovered.

CONCLUSION. Thils one thing is sure: if we let any group
unnecessarily jettison our attempts at banding research once, such
barriers to banding results will happen much more easily in the futus

313 Sharp Ave., Glenolden, Pa.

BANDING PLIUZRS

4 YENNARD type plier with certain changes is now available comime!
cially. Holes bored in flat-nosed pliers fit standard band sizes
void lapped bands and make it quite easy to get a perfect fit., A ban
opener on the plier enables the user to open the band evenly with one
operation. A spring provides tension to keep the opened band in the
plier while handling the bird. One plier will handle band sizes O
13 and 1A (price $6.00) and the other will handle sizes 2 and 3 (p¥
55.00); these prices include postage within the U.S. Orders should W
sent to Mr. doger M. MacDonald, 850 Main Street, Lynnfield Center, M&
ir. MacDonald is the originator and manufacturer of these pliers.





