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HO'\I.' TH ~y :00 rr 
Being Hints for New Bander::i (and :leminders 
for Veterans) from back issues of EBBA N2WS 

A 1,,100DPE:CKER '£RAP by Merrill Wood (J a n-Feb 1957 , P • 7 ) 1 While atte 
the April 1956 mAeting of the Eastern 13it'd Banding Association :r wa~illa 
vinced that I should have a woodpt}cker trap , but th,~ lack o f a su.tt ao 
largl:l tree prevented t.h,, constru,::tion of a trap lik~ the one exhib:t~bl e 
by Dr. Pat1l H, Flt1ck 0 ~BBA N:...ws 19Si~ 17(5) :6-?) . This resulted in ted 
idea of combining a horizo:1.tal su,?.t log as used in th0 t✓a sh:\.rwt,0 ... ,., he 

"' " vl'Q3 Park with R Geoffrey Glll Trip-stcip Trap . e 

A pine log, 60 ineh,~s long w:ith a dlll.m,~ter o.: 6 inch"ls, held 40 
inch;;.:; ab c,v,.-l tho gro und by tiF.1 t ro n fon l'.:e po:;ts, prori.des th~ floor fol1 
a tri ,p-stc'JP Lr;_1.p pla •:i;"Jd at one •2lrtd . 1'0 hold 1rnot a ::.,q1rnre ti.,o,.1nch ho~e 
:,11th a df'lpth of 1)oe :i.rn,h w:1u pla c -:l. insi .de t.h3 ti\1p. Tht,; device has 
pr:w w l .~f1'e 1:t iv .-i fo.r :J:)Ot.,"'.~~t.1ng b i.rd:.1, 

118/,0HDING J.:N !1.!'VEH.'i;!; by· 11:1 wcJril M, N,)ll (J,1 l y-Aur,•i• •: t 1956, 
: .. ~re tOS~~-;~f:·1 ~rt:7.t;-J±'~.(\1"''~~~3\n1s sou.:-ti"l to ;:tttra (:L lxLt·d ,5 in·vl :\.'"~v,.•J i'J. 

a 1.1ilabl ~, w.i ··•3.n t ea lJ . ;p.l 1-1 ,! ·, :i.!~pl t) :,1a,v t o Lll,11<,~ rm ,'.';'i:,U.cs3 
of a part i eulat· song •Jt' c:.:tll. A r,,wi11 :,,.~,~ti.nu n f t ape is 
r,~el and iL:, ervb ,u~, :.i.::otch-tapnd toge tho:·. Ju3t f.H\n 1.1g)1. t ape ls used t'o 
penn:lt lnsertion of tb,~ t;ipe thr o ugh th0 L)pn h,i-'.,d•.,, f..;,,'<e-.lp 
snpply reel. When l,h ,, r-uco1'\1,H' is turi",e,i on the tt, J}'" sho'.1l d move conflilln; 
uou:,ly. You m.ay have to experiment t.Jl.th 8.:11J'J.nt of t;1rxi •.lJcc'd to obtain 1 
smooth motion. Ou.r nwn f't.1,::;0nler lli39ded a ?6 inch len~t.h. 

A bird song or oth,~r ;;;ou:rld c::i.n now bo x,:,,~ot'<.i•>d on tht s s mall sec f;!!on 
of t.ap,~ (fl't.Hrt b~rd rec,)l~:iing or othn· :1our,~e s ). On plnyback thb souna 
will be repa.ated Um-"' after tim,:> ar, long as y•u ·11ish to pl8.y tt .. 

NotLc1:i also that your tape record-9r has a jack labeled external 
speak • r (JXT, '3PKR,), If you p1.1rchase.1 a silull speakar and ;;,Jme regula n 
television le.ad-in wire you can ph~~e speaker in your trap or other 
suitable location and play what you hwa record.Ad on sma.11 piece of ta~, 
For example you can record s,)ng of a Ooldfinch and play the call for leng 
periods of time from your trapping area. 

(See illustration on following page) --
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j EJl~LcU TAPE - r1~hf BY SP/,,"/N& 
EIJ!>S c,t A~N<C'X, A ~- Foor Pu:c.E. 

1' 
Tw tN- L£>1fl 

Tv TRA/1/..SH/Jsto~ 
LINE 

S!'ML.I. '-( "cR _,u 
rs rr11'1eR Motltl(Tef, 

/!I iRA Pl>l#Cr A'1'Ell 

Small speaker and TV wire can be purchased from Lafayette Radio 
tOO Sixth Ave ., New York , N.Y. The same company has many electronic' con­
\101 kits available and other gadgets that might lend themselves to 
~nding. A 5 inch speaker can be purchased for less than $2.00 ; twin 
lead television wire for about $2.00 per h'lndred fe et , and phone plug 
tor about 50¢. 

R'E!LS FOR GULLS by Geoffrey- 0111 (Sept.Oc 't 1958, p. 79): An open barrel, 
It.andin g on end, with a J or 4 inoh board across the top baited with an old 
lish, will trap adult gulls at a dump. Attach a CQrd to the board on which 
the piec e 0£ fish has been placed and carry this str ing to a spot at some 
distance. When the gull alights on the board, quickly pull th e string so 
that th e gull falls into the barraL The blr.i's wing-spread will prevent 
lt from fiying out of the barrel. BANDING NESTLINGS by Geoff •1..11 (same 
lasue): Whe n banding a nest full of young birds a nd the birds refuse to be 
~~urned to the nest, don't ke ep climbin g up and down the tree in the hope 
•
1111t they ,-,u1 stay put. Take a carrot basket for birds such as ro bins 

:.:Dialler basket for smaller birds, and place the nest and the birds in' the 
ket and tie the whole thipg in place up the tree as ne ar th e original =t site as possible. The parent bird -.iill continue to feed the young in 

Oij basket attar the fuss subsides. By the time the young can clal!lb er 
t of the basket they will be larger and in better shape to avoid ever 

Pl'asent danger from ca.ts and dogs. 
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The band opens 
-slowly. Not.e tips 
curved up,mrd 
away from the leg. 
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·rhe closed tips 
of t he ma.nicm:e 
sciss ors appr oac~ 
the band. 

REMOVING OVERLAPPED BANDS by Mrs. Frank L. Townsend (July-August ~9~i)hU, 
Every now and then, when you are applying pre s sure io close a b~~nel and , 
it will overlap. This often happens "'?8n the band e/ tfg::~y~g ai nst tbe 

t i extremely hard to remove' as it ... s now press that 
ieg. s A ve'ry satisfactory method to re move an overlapped band , or one 
is too tight, is to use a pair of manicure scissors. 

Hold the band with your fingers and slip the tips of the ~~;c~d 
scissors, with the tips curved upward away flrolm ~llegba=er The curved 
and O en slowly. This method will work on a s er • 
tis prevent injury to the leg and also grip the band while opening• 
st~i~ht sciss0rs, no matter how small, are likely to slip out. 
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'fl$ MANUAL FOR BIOLOGICAL JOURNALS, by Conference of Biological Editors, 
9fblis hed by Allerican Institute of Sciences, 2000 P st ., N.w., Washington 6, 
P11,. $J.00 . 
0•"" 

This stiff covered book of 93 pages give s explicit directions on 
~ti ng and preparing a scientific paper and the ethics to be observed . 

11 tl at finished paper , abundance of oldface type • and outline form, all 
~](e for easy reading. It is well indexed. 

seventy-five percent of the text is devoted to writing and prepar­
t:t.on of copy . The re1Dainder of the book detail s : Approval of Manuscript, 
• 'I Edi ting• Proof, Indexing . Useful Reference s, and Index . The subject 
~w ri ting and preparation of copy is a combination of a condensed course 

111 college freshman English and ''Watch Your Language" by Theodore M. Bem­
etein of the New York Times as applied to scientific papers. Conciseness 
is the theme throughout . "Cost of biological publications is almost six 
~nts a word . " Also emphasized is reading time . 

Whether you are writing or reading biological journals, use of this 
i,ook ilill increase your "writeability" and "readability" . However, it 
15 hoped that strict compliance with these style rules will not rob the 
~per of its author' s personality , which adds so much to the pleasure of 
11ading . ~ ~ and the Wilson Bulletin have adopted this manual in 
w)lola or in part. -- Eleanor E. tater. 

~RKS OF THE BUREAU OF BIRD BANDING: Selected Article s from Issue VIII . 
transl ated from the Russian . Russian original title : Trudy byuro kol' 
teevaniya . Available froDI the Office of Technical Services, U.S .Dept, of 
r.o.mmerce, Washington 25, n.c. $0.50. 

This tilenty-three page paper cover book was published for the Nat­
ional Science Foundation and Dept . of Interior by the Israel Program for 
~ientific Translations in Jerusalem 1960 by offset printing . I find 
tha booklet fascinating. Bird banding in Russia s tarted in 191 J. The 
111-eau of Birdbanding was established in 1924 when the first bande were 
issued bearing the national 1118.rk. Banding in Russia is almost exclus­
lvely 1n sanctuaries and in stitutions of the USSR Academy of Sciences . 

There are over seven hundred species of birds in the USSR of which 
over three hundred have been banded. In colonial nesting birds both 
ll$ats and occupants are tagged. For example, "the Brunnich's Murre 
(U111a lemvia) pair, with very rare exceptions , occupy the same nesting 
P1aee every year, within an area 10 m. in diameter. In years when there 
1a a cold , late spring, they lay their eggs on the snow. As the snow melts, 
thiiy gradually sink and settle onto their own ledge , in the same place 
lhioh they occupied the previous year . " 




