
July-August 1961 

Phi_],_ac!_elphia - Ardmore 

EBBA NEWS 

J'iiarnaroneck - Riverside 

Speonk 
62-51476:__ ___ 7""" _____ ""7'""" _____ -; 4-14-60 
2-28-60 

Blue Pt. 
62-5148-:_2~-- • -----___:~-----:-7 4-28-60 
3-5-60 

63
_00167 Riverside 

4 59- ---+----?3-19-61 12-2 -

63
_00185 Mamaroneck 

0 59 ---r----, 4-16-60 12-2 - -

54-73919 Mamaroneck 
4 60 ----r---7 5-2-60 1-2 -

Distances (airline but over land): 
Ardmore _ Mamaroneck: 
Ardmore - Riverside: 
Ardmore - Speonk: 

115 miles, 
124 miles, 
150 miles, 

It may seem presumptuous, before this audience, to discuss the dUfet, 
entia tion ·bet.-,een th e House Finch and the Eastern Purple Finch, Ho1~e'l9JI, 

. t d O for t 1,,0 reasons, Virtually every eastellll 
it appears adv i sab l ef oh' o s erience has mis taken his first House Finell 
b der regardless o - is exp ' f h Al an ' "c t· f the error is a matter o c a.nee. se, 
for a Purple, and c~:~~\,~~~e~ used by most eastern banders are defec ti 
the handbooks and fi, '? . t d • bed in the Einnesota Manual, (, 

· 1 ct· The cpecies is no escri ----r.:i.:7:-
or mis ea inz. "' edition of the most wide l y used guide \Petel"son, 
e rts, 1955), Th~ l a~~ st The Audub~n ,,1ird Guid~ (Pough, 1Q46) describes 
1947) does not l~st it, h -;;--- the lea st reliable diagnostic featum 
and illustrates it, but emp a.,~z~s of Texa c (Peterson, 1960) • The fir J 
~o does_ A_ Fi eld '.,uid: t~"i:~ ~ ~~~d= to Arnerican ·,,,Jildl ife (Collins, 1959}) 
impr e ssion of Comp e e . t· . , t later impre ssions have ·been re-
1,as subject to the same cri ici sm, ~~ 
vised in accordanc e with our suggestions. 

d b d build is extremely charaC• 
For birds observed but not tr appe ' ~ y d d built short and he&V, 

teristic o The Purple Finch is broa~-shoul ;~: s~~rter central retrice 
like a House Sparr01•i (Pa ss e : domhestti~uls ),·h· ch i s usually but not inva 

. . t unced notch in t e a i ' h l . ht r giv e l a prono - 1 . ilhouett e is strai g o 
t t 1 The upper lin e of th e cu men in s , r•-detec a J e . . . , . ·r d . Peterson's uhrase as appea .... 

tually so, The male i s best, descr~:i~ - ~n <'emales and immatures have tlll 
to have been "dipped in rnspoerry JUJ_cel • l • ' , But most imuort2nt, 

t • 1 · on the o,,1er Jaw. · , • t 
oft-remarked contras in ?, i~e :" l , . t the ladies mi°ght call 
they tend to have clear, i,hit1fih uncerpar s - The s ots are usua 
2.ntiq ue Hhi te or pale ;cru - 1·'~ t~. ~~~;{ 1!P~~~~n~~otting ~xtends to the 
of a r a indrop shape. n. s·otmtehin lafter the young male ha s assumed tl'l• 
flanks and some may per s i s ere 
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10• But if the spottin g extends to the lo wer tail covel'ts , H is 
pU11£\iy-indistinct. ~ 
OBU8 J l 

The House Sparro,1 is noticeably sleeker, with the body build of an 
ef!O cl?I Tree Sparro1" (Spizella a rborea). The males are not necessarily 

J# ~ehter red" than the Purple Finch, as is often state do Their reddish 
'!)~oration ran g es all the way from t awny or oran ge , throuc:h ro"'e and old 
tJ e to something akin to "raspberry". \ e have tra .pped as an ilillTlature , 
JO~d;d, and retl•apped as an ad ult male one individual so heav il y colored 
U\St it could be identified onl y by the culmen, streakine and retr:1ces . 

d is usually lackin g or obscured on th e crown and nape, leavin g the 
:r~head contrastin gl y redd r and brj_c;bte.1·. The culnJen is markedly con-

-,. (ir both sexes) , givin g the species an aquiline or r1Homan nose• • protue, The tail, ,,ii th retrices of almost equal len ~th , appears square 
tJ)(lad, Tbe males are consistently streak d on their dusky - not creamy 
~te _ flanks, and hea vil y streak<=ld on the under t ai l coverts. Immat ures 
re buffier, both above and be lo; ~, than ad ult s , but their most cbaracter

:st1:c feature is the duskiness of the ground color of the underpar t s , in
cludine th e tail coverts, coupled Hith heavy, lon eitudinal streaki ne , 
thB s,hape of the streaks and their conspicuousness on th e und er tail cov
•~ts should be decis iv e . 

It wi ll be interesti ng t o see 1.1hether natural selec t ion or adaptation 
to cli mact ic conditions results in the .rnergence - as in t he Song Sparrow -
at distinguishably darker races in the humid ' lortheast and in the sti ll 
,ire humid coastal r eg ion s of 1.-·ashington and Sri t ish :Jol umbia , to which 
the House Finch has recently spread. 

The House Finch is extraordinari l y adaptable and therefore presu mabl y 
ulltabl e spe cies , dth a tremendous bio lo gical cap a city. J:xcept for game 
blrds introduc ed as sedentary tar gets , t he House Finch is the first avi an 
m,tio to es tablish it se lf in eastern JIJortb America since the St ar l ing . 
It is th eref ore th e first since banding became widespread . Sanders have 
a ~nique opportunit y to contribute to kno wledge of the species ' behavior 
in its ne., habitat, 

lm:aroneck, ~!. Y. (Cant) and Riverside, Conn. (G€is) 

The July-August 1959 issue (page 82 ) of EBBA NEWS has a 
suggestion for using split-shot to keep nets properly set 
1n the wind. An illlprovement on this is suggested by Cyril 

, 1t.ollling or Alden, N.Y. who writes: "I remedied the problem of nets and 
lllld by stretching DO' nets in the cellar and then with a tube of Duco oem
lllt. I tacked the net to the shelf strands about every 1½ feet on a11 four 
tialves. It takes only a til\Y drop at each tacking area and the added 
~ht for an entire net wouldn't equal one split BB shot (as was suggested 
411 IBB,,\ NEWS). The tiny droplet of cement tends to form a sphere and mini
!lbea the tendency to oatoh itself on other strands - no more so than the 

ta at the intersections of the individual strands. " 

*** 




