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BANDING IN EUROP&Z: HELIGOLAND TRAPPING
By M. J. Thomas

pctober 20th - 752 birds banded. October 21st - 225 birds banded.
pis long before the mist net had become the artifact of the big catch.

T have been reading some notes by a well-known British naturalist,

. tockley (R. M. Lockley, I Know an Island, London, 1938), on a visit

i to the island of Heligoland in 1936, and I thought that some of

and my experiences with the Heligoland trap might be of interest. For

 who are not familiar with either Heligoland or its "trap", I should
that Heligoland is an island off the coast of Denmark, made fame

Heinrich Gatke, who was one of the pioneers of migration study based

i banding. The island lies in the main stream of the West Huropean

1 migration, and in the fall, birds from Scandinavia drift down Den-

& west coast and then cut across Heligoland to the Dutch coast.
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@given the right weather conditions, wave after wave of migrants will
(Sms v Euh prossing Heligoland. To catch some of these birds, the Heligoland trap
C atcwnG Rox PLAN ! developed, and this trap is standard equipment at most of the coastal
/l: SIS UCONTROL ‘ '

bservatories around the British Isles. On Heligoland, the trap was

d in the Fanggarten or bird-catching garden, ah area of allotments
n the edge of the Upper Town.

The trap was an elgborate affalr,
re elaborate than the one I have sketched. It hall four t¥aps in
KAMP 100 yards by 30 yards, the funnels located one behind the other
WeodeN t birds flying over the top of the first and diving for cover might
be driven into trap two, three, or four, The Fanggarten was surround-
by high walls., It was attractive to birds because it was one of the
areas of cover on the island.
gw\MG‘

‘The traps are beaten at frequent intervals. The trapping party en-
8 the trap area gently beating the bushes in front of the first funnel.
' birds will be driven into the funnel and will fly into the catching
gt the funnel's apex. Those that have escaped are then driven down

en, the last trap having a mouth almost as wide as the garden.
tells how in his first drive, they carried back to the banding

early ninety thrushes, redwings, blackbirds, chaffinches, and
haffs (the commonest West Suropean warbler).
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‘/l'HE HEL‘G\OLAMB TRA?

I have worked with the Heligoland trap on Skokholm Island, which
[Off the coast of West Wales. Whilst I admit that there is excite-
% be had in seeing a flock of birds flying into a well-placed net,

sieve that my most exciting trapping experiences have been with the
fiolm Heligoland trap.

Bﬁs‘c ’PLA/\)
(Top View)

The island, 250 acres lying in the path of Atlantic westerlies, has
#° cover, but in the mouth of the trap are a number of thick, shelter-

Wing bushes. As one walked toward the trap, one had no idea of what
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one might find. It was our practice on the island (since it is o
servatory, the only people one meets, other than lighthouse keepé ?
be fellow ornithologists) to beat the trap if we were passing, ‘
tapping the bushes, making those strange hissing noises that are ook
to "bird watchers a-flushing" we moved down into the funnel of
Perhaps nothing would move, or sometimes a knowing wren or songti.
would fly back, close to the trap walls and out into the open (4
residents and knew all the tricks of the trap). Often a solitapy
chaff or willow warbler would move down the funnel and into the
box. There were, however, those occasions that remain vivid pe
excited shout, "It's a Hoopoe!" and down into the end of the gy
fly that beautiful vagrant from the more central parts of Europe
on occasion get a small warbler unfamiliar to us, and then éngye
citement of weighing and measuring, counting primaries and secq
a reed warbler that might be a Blyth's, but never was! Finally
occasion when there was a rush. A beat produced a catching box
fluttering birds. These would be taken to the observatory labo
weighed, measured (and identified, if necessary), banded, and pe
This done, on a good day another beat would produce another box fyj
birds. I understand that the Heligoland trap has not been used ip
country to any great extent. If this be the case, then banding s
been without one dimension of excitement.

The diagram: I have shown a simple Heligoland trap plan, The
trance to the funnel may be 25 - 30 feet wide, and the height of {
trap will usually be 8 feet. The funnel is, of course, roofed y
ting. Thirty feet from the entrance, the funnel changes directi
rowing down to a width of about three feet. At the end of the f
a glass-ended catching box. The beater, having put the bird bey
swing door, may close it by pulling a string which runs from the
the funnel entrance. Similarly, he may remote control the door
catching box. The box stands on legs so that it is some five feet
the ground.

Syracuse, N. Y.

THANKS FROM The following is taken from a letter from Dr. Fl
DR. PAUL FLUCK President Dater: "Please express my thanks t

and members of the Eastern Bird Banding Associatie
the helpful check Mrs. Dickerson sent to the Washington Crossing H
Banding Station last week. This contribution will be used to pult
equipment needed in one of our scheduled banding research project
possibly a long-planned study on corneal injuries of netted birdse
and I are honored by EBBA's endorsement of our programs and we It
other banders will undertake similar banding programs, in their OHE





