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NESTING BOXES AND BLUEBIRDS 
By Robert c. Leberman 

1 as elsewhere, t he Eas t ern Bl'Ue Here in northwestern Pennsy!~ ~he so-called "disaster Bpec1ea11 
bird rank s n11lllber one on the lis . on it is now re duced t o a. s111a11 t 
Formerly qu ite abun:e;~ ~rm ~:!\f ' its fonner haunt s, and i.s Qo111p tion of i t s normal 
absent in others. 

h I was able to band 1 00 Bluebi.rda Our Editor has asked , 
th

e~~ /;ri.end , Mr. William Highhouse ot 
1960. The entire credit goes "0 eration Bluebird" . Starting wit h t 
Pennsylvania , and his project Pdded to this number ea ch year untu 
nesting boxes in 1956, ~ill ~as 1~0 boxes in Warren County. Alt hough 

ha a run of approximate Y di the Warren area , much of t his 
nBolw bi:U is also somewhat reduce n ely settled . These condi ti o 

ue t is rather spars d s•-u h and woody coun ry etitive House Sparro ws an , .,.i, 

~v! apparently discouraged t~: c:~tern Bluebirds for they are st as much as it has encouraged e 
locally common there. 

48 of the boxes, and fledged 225 During 1960 Bluebirds occupi~ for the safety of the fle dgli ng~ naturally concern young. We were 

(Drawing by the author) 
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unities to band large nll!llbers of this species are few and it was 
rt t hat 100 would be ringed. The banding was ~ complete success! ,d, bird was l ost as a result of banding operations. I believe it 
,. f airly be stated then , tba t provided they are handled wij>h care 

bt t he right stage of development, the banding can be accomp:l.ished 
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46 nesting boxes were occupied once with 221 eggs laid, 167 young d, and 160 fledged. 

1 a nest ing boxes were occupied for second nestings with 75 eggs laid, and 51 fledged. 

4 a,dciitional boxes visited only once had been used for one or more gs. 

It see~s remarkable that only seven of the young birds which hatched 
to l eave the nest (none of which had been banded). This unusual 
was credited entirely to the application of a liquid type of flea 

r to the nest prior to the hatching of the egg:,. The flea powder 
ls t .he larvae of the birds nest screwwonn flies which live on the 
of th e live birds. During 1959 from 4o to 50 young Bluebirds sue
to th e effects of the fly larvae ; during 1960 Bill believes there no fa tali ties due to this cause. 

Othe:t" species which used the boxes were Tree Swallow, 18 (62 young 
)1 House Wren, 71 Black-capped Chickadee, 4 (23 young fledged). 

<The lo cal Bluebirds have greatly benefited from this project, and a 
scheme would perb~ps be successful, certainly worthwhile, in 

the nesting boxes are placed where they have as little chance as 
e of being taken over by House Sparrows and House Wrens the project 

eeem to have the best chance of success. The birds can meet certain 
OO~pet itors. On two occasions Black-capped Chickadees were kno~n to 
en chased out of their boxes by the Bluebirds after they had started 
• They were also able to compete successfully with Tree Swallows use of certain boxes. 

Saeger Hill, Meadvtlle, Penna. lt lt lt 

i>l<i! Writes, "Too little use 1s made of the banding files at La.,..1. 
"""P le .,.s the fortuitous discov.ry of the only speoben of Co.,.,on 
t ever taken in Florida ••• I should think professors could work 
"°!)arat1ve effort with the personnel there and perhaps discover a 

Of unknown distributional and migrational data for a given area. 




