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BANDING IN EUROPE: BAT FOWLING ge 49
By M. J. Thomas

The wvulgar starling - the ubiquitous Sturnus vulgaris Vulpapy
a good friend of mine, and I am always pleased to find one in op :
traps. This bird has provided me with my most interesting recoye
from Russia, banded in England), and indeed with my first American 3
ery, reported just a few days ago. R

In England, we have a large resident population, augmenteq in o
by considerable numbers of birds from kurope. Those who have bhegpn 4
land may be familiar with the nocturnal Starling roosts in our py
centers. Many Starlings also roost not in the towns but in eng
in the countryside. It is in these rural roosts that the bat-foyje
their eccentric pasttime. b

The roost that I am familiar with was in a twenty acre copse,
of bushes and many thickets. In January and February this was the n
home of some twenty thousand starlings. Every bush was weighted
the birds, and the guano carpet gave off light and smell which ig e
ily forgotten. 3

Our banding expeditions usually consisted of a party of some
people. We would divide into three groups: beaters, batters, and {
The beaters would go up-wind to the margins of the roost before tha
came in for the night. The batters would move right into the mi
the roost, two to a bat-fowling net. We would string across the
tge roost. Thednet ggnsists og a Eaig of baTboz pole;,htwglve 1 ,48 not only o il e
which are joined a e top. ne holds a pole in each hand, the n e ent but also fy
above one's head. When the birds fly into it, the poles are bro :{s%on on a cold February ﬂight,liuﬁigzigégegent° Who can forget
gether with a circular motion, forming a pocket in which the birds g giites 1o go before the first beat? This morg gﬂ?ﬁteréng binds, with
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When we were in position we would settle down for half an hot
whilst the birds came in to roost. To me, this was the most inte
part. In the half 1light, flock after flock of starlings would
then funnel down like a tornado into the roost, a cloud emptying ou
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burden of birds.

White-crowned g ar » York, Pa,, writes: "The
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At the appointed hour, the beaters would leap up, shriek, shol - ang'I: done on then has been duringyt;:niglfo tgzssa;ging
: " ar,

squeak, and stampede all the birds in their vicinity downwind in 4 ::gsrnllzﬁiglbander s bodga o ooy 0, 0¥ fan “York
‘ . oot T Ora rose hedge at Eagt Prospect in vo ; =
b o Bt e e 8n retrap was with this species: an d 1r
e Elirom Watertown, N.Y., 280 miles dire ti gl i
tparp on October 13, 1959 ang retrag eg o
ed at the same area i

a never-to-be-forgotten experience, standing with the net above
head, hearing the beaters' shrieks, and then, seconds later, he:
whoosh of wings and seeing birds spilling into the net. When the
hit by the wave, it was quickly closed and brought down. With you
ant, you would quickly extract the birds and put them into catchi
ready for another beat. We would have five or six beats an eveni





