
March-April 1 961 EBBA NEWS 

"Bird activity! Indescribable . Motion and sound B 
swanning in every bush , every tree , every patch of g;as ·i~ 
in flock s as one walked . The sky was filled with thei rs , 
and chips o Never before , in all our years of birding cr11 
seen anything to approach their numbers . Cape May at'i ~a~ 
could not rival this . High above us, tier on tier, evens 
the range of our glasses , birds were moving westward . 

"At breakfast at 8 :1 5, Mrs. Cundy said , ' Morning sky 
sailo~s beware ,' Foul weather did seem on its way. Not : 
of wind after so much blo w. A slight drizzle had begun 
hurried our meal and rushed down to the meadow. The g~a t 
activity overhead had ceased . " 

It is evident that needed badly are many more handers and obse 
posted along the various possible flight route s from the north and 
Work done simultaneously by such workers , especially if they could 
quipped with communication devices would speed up the accumulation 0 
data . All this may never be entirely feasible . Perhaps the ul t1~ t 
wers to our ornithology problem s await the advance of new inve nti ons 
techniques , not yet created. For example , a British scientist was a 
recently to trace the time of flight and path of a certain Afl'ioa n 
fly by its fall-out contamination . 

On the other hand , one need only read article s like the :repor:t8 
Bagg and Emery on the Northeastern Maritime Region in the Audubon 
Notes in February 1960 and February 1961 to realize how a careful o 
can put together bits of evidence with which to find the answers t o 
these puzzles . 

For our part, we are glad these inventions have not yet appeal'84 
the scene, and that there is still a purpose in being afield with b 
and note book on a cold and wet dawn. 

Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside, N.J. 

OLD - AGE Mrs. Mabel Gillespie write s, "As a postscript to the pa 
OSPREY Osprey s which appeared in EBBA NEWS last spring (May-Junt 

issue) I would like to add the following : an Osprey ba 
July 12 , 1941, in Cape May County, New Jersey , was electrocuted on a 
phone wire on Shun Pike Road north of the Cape ¥..ay Canal , Cape May 
N.J . The letter reporting this was dated August 4, 1960. The Osp 
therefore, was nineteen years old , and came back to the vicinity of 
birthplace. " 

(The senior editor is returning 
originally planned from a trip to Italy and Greece just 
miss his 13th successive 3BBA meeting.) Jt tt 
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SIGNIFICANT BANDING TOTALS 
By Frgnklin McCamey 

Page 47 

t am much interested in the co t 
i s Banding the Most of What" 1:Uen s stirred up over th 
~ A add my ideas. recent issues of EBBA NEe column on 
v,, WS • I would 

r think the column can be quit 
do;l.ng large numbers of certain e ~seful in getting together bander 
n as well as competition and it spi c!:s • This should stimulate co s who 
tlJis purpose it would suffice to mp~bli m~ke all our efforts more u~~;~i 
cant numbers were banded , althou h I s only those case s in which • 

detennina tion of the level ofgsi re~lize this may cause a prob1!!g 
s~ cies , and m~ght work out well f~if~~~n~e . It would vary for diff 
~e what he thinks are significant n b o the individual bander to 

e, I would think that 3 Parula W um ers for his station F 
I'll$ operation would not be si ni arblers banded incidenta11 • toor 

:red Hawks or 500 Redpolls !oui~c:t , . but that 10: nestlingy Red a 
r&st . An examinatl6n of the lists /?nificant and of rather ;ide 
-ta the approximate levels of pu_ .J. shed in the past mi ht 
the lists submitted by each b ~ignificance for the differe;t welil 
8 an er might be culled b spec es, 
• y an editor on thi s 

If possible, it would be h 1 ful 
e,a banded each year, but t~i~ wo to give the total number of each 

months after it is of gre t tuld probably not be available f 
a es interest. or 

TO get a reaction I am i 1 ciant totals for 1960& nc uding a list of what I consider my sig-

1960 Banding Totals -- Significant Humbers 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Purple Finch 

7 
19 
32 

320 
595 
92 

(nest1ing s ) 

Redpoll 
Pine Siskin 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Black-capped Chickadee 55 

JOJ 
These are selected from a 

0iioha~ Acre St 
total of 2295 individuals of 

66 species. 
s, . orrs, Connecticut 

NOT'<' Th --.!::: -- is will be d' iscussed at th A 
Be sure that ou come to e nnual Meeting, 
dollar worth ~m" t East Stroudsburg and 

.. v wo-cents worth! (1_;;d
0 

) 
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April 22-2J. 
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