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It is difficult to describe how many sharpies there were al'() 
Point that morning . The first net had 12 birds in it , the secondund 
The birds were overhead , in the tre es, at eye level and were l ite ~ 
flying between our knees . We would work at one net and as we tookal 
out , more Sharpshins would fly in . We organized so that one man b b 
the other two ran between the four nets trying to keep them clea r a 
shins . And, boy , were they ugly! There were absolutely no small ~t 
around the point at all and I suppose they were pretty hungry . Th 1 
males particularly were hard to handle and though we would try to; 
grip their legs in taking them out of the net , they had the nasty 
of twisting just as we grabbed for them and sinking the talons of 
feet into our anns and hands. 

We started banding at 7 :00 am., and by 11 had banded the some 
staggering total of 177 Sharp-shinned Hawks. The flight slacke nedw 
morning wore on and we took few birds after noon , but finished the 
with 192 Sharpies . We did not trap one small bird all day . 

We believe that the reason for the large numbers was the st:ro 
steady southwest wind blowing all day . I do not know how many days 
wind had been from this direction but believe that the birds must 
been filtering down the point for some days and because of this st 
wind , would not migrate further . None of the birds migrated thi s 
stead they gradually turned back up the point as the day progre ssed 

This was borne out by the events next day. We were back at t 
at dawn and again encountered the birds in large numbers . However 
sun rose , so did the wind and it was apparent that it was now b~ow 
strongly from the northeast . There were now many small birds at t 
this morning and there was considerable kill by the Sharpie s. By 
they began rising and soon were migrating southeast off the poi nt 
flock s of 15-25 birds . By 9:00 am. we had stopped taking birds co 
And the flocks migrating overhead incre ased in number. As many as 
counted in the air at one time . Our total for that morning was 56 
including t wo adults. 

Since I had to catch a plane a t Toronto in the afternoon, we 
not stay to count the flight but befr,re we folded the nets at 9:JO 
over JOO Sharpshins had already passed over and other flocks were 
steadily down to the Point. 

We 1~ere all staggered by the numbers we had banded. I do not'. 
of any similar incident in which so many Sharpshins were banded 
a short time. We should have many recoveries from this lot. 

45 St. John's Road, Pointe Claire, La.chine, Quebec, Canada 
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LESSER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE BANDED ON LONG ISLAND 
By Leroy Wilcox ' N • y • 

on January 12, 1961, I succeeded intra i 
ts,.fronted Goose (Anser erythropus) from ~r:;g ea~ ~anding a Lesser 
. ..,ier stand this is the first record for tbi P . slip, L. I., N. Y. 
~~ s species for North America. 

rt first appeared on October 2 1960 on th 5oo 
tl 8S D. Webster, in company with' nine Ca ad e Ge acre estate of Mr. 
st daily• usually in the morning to r n a ;~e • They came there 

October 22, when the gunning s~ason go a!~e~n e grass along a stream 
aeese did not return after October 22 bpt th o~hwild geese . The Can-
back to feed along this stream Afte u e v He-fronted Goose 
11 pond about 1000 feet west of thi rta couple of days it located 

re wing-clipped Canada Geese, Toulous! ~;6!m on this same estate, 
ards came in daily to feed on grain At ;i and about 50 free-flying 
pond and remained at a distance t,hiie th . rsttit was rather shy on 

d i i · e care aker fed the abo t 
(
am, an7 a1 g9a61 n) in late afternoon. But by the end of the nnim u 
Jan. • t had settled down and bee . t gu ng sea-
to trap it in a trap six feet s u ame qui e tame. I had 

fro m October 4 to October 22 whii/~ and f~~r/eet high baited with 
but it would not go into the trap. was 8 grazing along the 

The trap was taken over to the pond N b 
to get the goose accustomed to it ~n ovem er 25 and baited with 
alf mile north of Great South Ba • wh nasmuch as this pond is only 
ht best to delay the actual trap~ln e~i{here were gunners, it was 
g -season. I started trapping in eg un t after the close of the 

from 8:00 am. to noon. Again on Ja~rnes on January 10 but had no 
~1:00 but the New York Times report uary 11 I had no luck fro171 8:00 
case I succeeded in trapping it O er J secured photographs ~or a stozy 
'1d not venture into the tra a• n anuary 1 2 from 8: 00 to 1 O: 00 am. 

e graih in the trap on all\h;!~o~gh al\tbe other geese were feeding 
the trap afte -r the other geese had a~!te n;l!y at 10:00 am. it went 
g~ phed, measured, and banded with band n. i er 6 t?ppin g it was 
on the cover of this issue. -Ed.) no. 37- 0 81. ( - and ap-

' Ieng Island, N. y. 

RECOV-EIUES FROM BOHLINOTON, VERMONT 
By Normand st. Jacques 

of Mr. St. Ja , 
is sue . Sv< ni cques recent recoveries were listed in the Jan-Feb 

' e ng Grosbeak recoveries are listed below. ) -Ed. 

bBanded March 17, 1956, found dead 
ec, Canada. September 28, 1957 at Que-
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54-199959 

24-125)92 

55-1281 78 

55-128154 

55-128157 

55-128179 

56-135352 

56-135508 

56-1)546) 

56-179814 

56-179878 

56-179894 

56-135563 

57-19)256 

57-19)424 

57-193417 

58-100144 

58-100074 

Banded March 11, 1956, trapped and released May 14, 
Huntsville, Ontario, Canada by Russel J. Rutter. 
Banded April 26, 1956, trapped and released January 13 

1 at South Londonderry , Vermont, by Mrs. James R. Ik)wns. ' 
Banded February 2, 1959, trapped and released March 23 

1 at South Londonderry , Vermont, by Mrs. James R. Downs.' 
Banded February 5, 1959, flew into window May 2, 1960, at 
Ontario, Canada. 
Banded February 6, 1959, trapped and released Februa ry 6 
at Laurel, Maryland, by Chandler S. Robbins. • 
Banded February 7, 1959, found dead, crashed into fe nce 
April 17, 1960, at Richmond, Virginia. ' 
Banded February 8, 1959, trapped and released January 14, 
at Ontario, Canada, by R. Wright. 
Banded February 1 3, 1959, trapped and released Februat',Y 2 1959 at South Londonderry, Vt., by Mrs. James R. Downs, 
Banded February 1 J, 1959, found dead on highway Februa:cy 1 1960, at Nova Scotia, Canada. 
Banded February 18, 1959, trapped and released March 
at Mascoma, N. H., by Louis B. Johnston. 
Banded February 20, 1959, found dead in road November 21, 
at Livermore, Maine. 
Banded February 20, 1959, trapped and released December 
1959, at Wolfeboro, N. H., by R.G. Carpenter. 
Banded February 20, 1959, trapped and released April 
at ~~lfeboro, N. H., by R.G. Carpenter. 
Banded February 2J, 1959, died by flying into te lephone 
April 1, 1960, at New Gloucester, Maine. 
Banded February 24, 1959, killed by cat March 
Ontario, Canada. 
Banded February 24, 1959, trapped and released January 24, 
1960, at Annapolis, Maryland, by Capt. J.E.M. Wood. 
Banded January 26, 1960, trapped and released January 31, 
at Bethel, Vermont, by Miss Virginia F. Perkins. 
Banded January 23, 1960, trapped and released February 81 
at Adams, Mass., by Miss Frances Brierley. 

I have listed the recoveries which I thought would be of the 111<> 

terest to EBBA NEWS readers. I banded 199 Evening Grosbeaks in 1956. 
had one recovery the same year. I banded no Evening Grosbeaks in 19$ 
and 1958, but in 1957 I had J5 recoveries and in 1958, 15 recove ries , 
birds banded in 1956. In 1959 I banded 763 Evening Grosbeaks, and 
five more recoveries from the 1956 birds; and in 1960 I had 25 addit 
recoveries. Up to the present I have banded 1,179 l!.'vening Grosbeaks~ 
have had over 80 recoveries, and more are coming in: my percentag e 
covery on this species is about 7i. 

EBBA NEWS Page 29 
meng other species , I have banded 2,300 Ring-billed Gulls , and have !er 100 recoveries , a recovery rate of about 4.4 per cent . Of over 

O f{erring Gulls banded , 55 have been recovered - a rate of 5,5 per cent . 
oQO 11 recoveries represent , of course , bird s found dead in most case s, 
':.!l 111any of the Evening Grosbeaks were trapped and released . This may 
unt to some extent for the difference in percentage of recovery. 

0118 ,&'vening Grosbeak , which I banded on February 18, 19.59, was trapped 
re1eased by Mrs. James R. Downs of South Londonderry , Vermont on Feb-

8, 1961. This bird , after it was banded , repeated 25 time s during 
~ontb, and 1) times in one day , After it had repe ated four or five 
s, Jt apparently learned to trip the lever of the trap purposely , in 
r to feed in privacy in the trap . One time he was caught with another 

and almost pecked it to death - that bird had to be nursed back to th before it was released ! 

Another Evening Grosbeak , banded on March 20, 1956, returned to my 
t1ot1 at Burlington on January 8, 1957, and then was trapped and re­
sed by James Baird at New Brunswick , Canada, on June 10, 1957. 

An Evening Grosbeak which I banded on January 26, 1960, was trapped 
days later , January JO, at Bethel Vermont by Miss Virginia Perkins _ 

distance of about 55 air miles, to the southeast. South Londonderry, 
nt, where Mrs. Downs has recovered a number of my Grosbeaks , is about 

11111es from Burlington. 

Vermont t :t lt 

fll8 author has written an articl e on hi s gull banding eXperiences , which 
i,1ll appear in a subsequent issue. - Ed. ) 

Mrs. Marie Dumont, of Pequannock , N,J . writes , "We have been 
noticing that some of our common bird s are getting set for 
housekeeping. For the past three weeks I have found that 

U!IStarlings - at least a good many of them - have changed to breeding 
Page and are getting ready for nest building . I had a call from a 
biend nearby that they have seen Starlings taking nesting material through 
bole caused by a rotting board in a roof overhang. The House Sparrows 

inspecting the bird house s and the Blue Jays are going through court­
anti cs. 

"E.'vening Grosbeaks have been rather scarce in this area this winter , 
t we have had such birds wintering as Brown Thrashers , Robins, Catbirds , 

owlarks, Towhees and Song Sparrows . Whitethro ats haven ' t been too 
tiful around my station , but Tree Sparrows were abundant. I banded 

i 11
1n 1960; and as far as Blue Jay s are concerned , I had plenty _ banded 

J ast year. " 

:t lt :t 




