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THE ISLAND OF HOCKING LAUGHTER
By Mabel Gillespie

Muskeget is entirely un

: inhabited by
perhaps two square miles,

man, and treeless, Its
is a nesting mece

a for thousands of gulls,

the avian history of this island for
@ fdward Howe Forbush, in "Birds of
States" vol, I, states that he wag
Muskeget about 1850, but that through
rs the colony wasg nearly

ting grounds
diving, sail-

while those of the tern

he sands, those of the gulls were more
beneath the shelter of the high beach

grass or that of umbra.
like the poison<ivy, a path beneath the Vegetation leading
side of a nest and out the othep, "

§ were usually

Muskeget continueq from 1928 to 1936. I have
island thersafter until 1957 when

's
iminution of Laughing Gulls and a tremendous increase
Formerly we seldom saw one of the latter; presently
£ the former, e had s

upposed, therefore. when we
see very fey Laughing Gulls on Muskeget,
Surprise we found hundreds of p

eésting pairs, No longer, how.
ughing Gulls all over the island under the ivy growth,
d been a change even in the ivy growth. while there was
it did not Seem as rampantly obiquitous as formerly,
rubby growths of beach plum which I do not remember
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-wences of man are responsible for changing gull and tern popula-
*?grgven though the depredations of egg and plume hunters nearly ex-
ted Laughing Gulls and terns of several species on Muskeget, the
ve sble, in the natural course of the following years, to stage
2ack in numbers. Also, in fairly recent years, there have been

to control the exploding Herring Gull population by egg destruc-
P e se attempts have been entirely unsuccessful.

o crouded into limited areas, of
he Laughing Gulls were stedly like
s?iiggtg:£:r3;reTfive, where the yourg *ay o wiin difficulty g
wh 1 ays
rd. In the o o ed them up by do
ik p%:iﬁ:ytﬁz thick covering of ivy; now we sSCOoP i
oung
ﬁore or less in the open.

ding on Muskeget it seemg§
! hing Gulls still bree' ons
iW1t2hzi zznzeizuieeiig so few in the air about the Vineyard
prising

B . the other hand, ecological changes have obviously had a tremendous
on
no idea why this is so. h

n these bird populations. It would be fascinating to know the

ot only of Muskeget, but of many islands; and of islands along the
4 New Jersey coasts as well as the Massachusetts islands. Winds

. build up sand bars into low-lyling islands. Terns nest and, as
an sand becomes a bit enriched by their droppings, vegetation be-
grov. Gradually the growing vegetation drives out the tems and

g move in. More enrichment is added to the soil and more plant

are able to survive. Given enough time, such islands might even
0 oded *

But, at the moment, the entire coast in the New England
subsiding.

It is a question whether the building up process can
ver the general settling of the coast.

e ..
1y when we visited the island in 1922 th%;: zigosiazmizw
Obvious ythere than Forbush reported in 1912. The st
s e ison ivy covered extensive areas anf bty
Ll T However, we banded a few young ; oth the
2 Moo areas-Forbush stated that Arctic Terns ormst %reedin
i SPGCi?S. ble numbers. This was the southernmge redatioﬂg ;
ek in'consldera ecies must have suffered from th; vgrious y ,;
for Arctics. The SPOC /0, ed that 40,000 temns of the VeI Bas ZH
plumekb;223r§; a single year in the eighties. A few ]
i
Ziiil nest in the general area.

i ch as see a tern of any
nor in 1958 did I so mu Mt
cies gﬁ;iizrttg ;2335 when on Mgs?eget;nzhgziﬁ iirzie 3ineyard,

] the sail from yerd, 288
quintiy Zgizivziriuiigi a quarter of the area of Muskeget in fei
able to
there.

hile Herring Gulls are beautiful in the air and interesting to study
ave aroused a certain amount of human antagonism of late. They are
birds and soon learn to drop shellfish from a height onto hard sur-
s so as to smash the shell. This procedure can constitute a ha-
driving seaside highways. PFurthermore, many dwellers near the

nd it frustrating to be restricted to a short season for digging

ps when thousands of gulls are taking the luscious morsels with-
gard to legal seasons.

o T . > culls breeding on skiffs Islal
orted finding Herring uu s far south
Forbusz :ipthat time Herring Gulls rarely ?éigidw:sque Point W
1919, thouits skiffs is a part of a long Shoit L. negting gullsd
Massiigg:ehas'enough area above highttlderzor:poiied on a sand spil
some 1 nests we .
Herring Gul d yuskeget prop
terns. In 1920 two Gull nest was found on & 3
29 one Herring Lu : mskeget and bar
?us?%%%téurlgaLZiZg group viSiteila sag; ?giz Eza§e¥gsbaiding ever.
n T 4 Gu Se . X
Herring
eral hundred young

2i2asing numbers on Muskeget proper.

y the other hand, gulls are important scavengers. And fishermen

d their way in the fog by listening for the cries of gulls.
ulls that venture far from land when not migrating are the
ttiwakes. I had occasion to experience in a negative way this
gulls only last summer. Our Vineyard banders set out one day
t.

Somewhere in the dangerous shoals and cross-rips between
ick and Muskeget we were swallowed up in fog.

Our skipper, a

y claimed he could still find the island as he was well ac-

h the area and could recognize various shoals and currents.

and then he would cut the engine to listen for the cries of gulls.
d them it would be a sure indication that we must be near the in-
and.

We never did hear the screaming gull chorus and failed to
island of Muskeget in spite of our skipper's assurance that we

] have been establishe
Herring Gull gcolonies : e
h Siﬁcihzhiglzﬁgz There are very larigdgzied:gg i:}:;e 0
Poge £l ¢ Neck on Chappagw . o1
e Elbo?m?i%aeg %iﬁzizrd. There are colonies on Nantucket
dunes on
Tuckernuck.

Ba(:k il[ l,he l,wen l,() see 34 }!'ea ‘, Bla(:kﬁba.
3 :
even in v

the federal Fish and Wildlife Service. According to a release

f nature rather B8 Gottschalk, regional director of predator control stationed in
:ndicates that dynamics o na
This brief survey indica
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Boston, Mass., an "investigational tean" was on Muskeget from gy
July 22 in 1960. The team included Dr. D.K. Wetherbee, Coopera
Research Unit, University of Massachusetts, and Allen Morgan, Eﬁh
Vice-President of the Massachusetts Audubon Society. Permission
on their work was obtained only from Mr. Crocker Snow who owns ak
£ifth of the island. The rest belongs to the town of Nantucket -
garded as a wildlife preserve. L

to pind that their sanctuary had been dese
crated. .

to :ezzzazgztogugﬁ:egs. if not thousands, of ;1edgf§ﬁrg°§edwas

rv s eath by poisoning of the gs had been

fourth visit of the Nantucket banders the parent birds.

which is unusual, v noticed emaciated

te of the statement in the release that

P "there w
yry-over to desirable specie was no possibil-
As to the Minvestigation" a subsequent release states: "hg d the tremendous dilution ;azzgiugg iiethe small amount of poi-

consisted of luring the birds from the island with bread cubeg ' “poison episode piles of bread were fi ocean waters", shortly
substituting poisoned cubes after the birds had begun to feed, you ever know of a mouse that woulgu?d high and dry on Muskeget
was made to achieve a substantial reduction of bird numbers at Y nickexs with curious childrent n't eat bread? And what

because of the experimental nature of the worke pon, but people do get about iﬁu:gigithga{ ng; be frequently
ats ese da}rs'

. I am II.Dt OVEI‘—SBntim&l’ltal ® and I dOI! t T Ol'ﬂlallhI S“G}d te(jl 5

4 %] 'I a ut th-‘ = 1 e-i- I‘I "t -

u II 1ng [,—-l =0 b L3 wds som "hlng I ¥ ldl] (M l:l ke . The p“li—
= & (6]

med that the season of helple
i ! ss [ 3
better. I have already EEntionégdgllngs was over, bub the

2 b s the fact that
arlgzgliﬁtzr tgi poisoning because they knewlzﬁeige e
I on Julygzé the Vineyard banders went to Little Nzefa ALY
e o hour;' t:mgaintZEQ?oisoners finished their'uiésg;rchu
sti1l unable to fly. sistant and I banded 148 fledgling

y : as well as nine G
ther banders presumably handled far moréaiﬁailiﬁizbiﬁﬁﬁd
0Er.

two programs: bird bandin
: g and predator and
dr::aﬁeiiingogzi{ ishmire constructive and iﬁﬁzﬁtaﬁzntrgl'
8, but T am cone '
ood erned about
P tﬁggepzﬁgrami boomerang in unexpected wayg aggecigazalence
ot sisetin Pioggn was supposed to solve, It seems - ; o
e Yougmgy ad$§2£ tgt reminds me of the meihods if gii?gnd
P ster corporal i 2
tienc o punishme
Bi o, ereantig i st WIET et e S
Sk 4t lonal time wh ' - 5=
e it ; ; when a swift
B4t ds very easy to get into the sloppy habiilﬁ? iii?EQSEEttar
aps.

" count of birds on the island prior to the operation shg
Herring Gulls, a few Great Black-backed Gulls, some 400 Laughi;
and somewhat more than 160 Common Terns. Only 240 young Herring
Great Black-backed Gulls were observed. The poison resulted in
instantaneous death of birds and was judged to be quick and hum
was no possibility of carry-over to desireable species because
emall amount of poison used and the tremendous dilution factor o
ocean waters. Approximately 1,500 Herring and Great DBlack-bac
were destroyed. Only one Laughing Gull was affected directly,
no evidence of damage to Lhe rare Muskeget mouse, nor were the fe
birds seriously affected directly or indirectly."

At the time this poison program was being carried out, ¥
banders had already made three visits to the island, banding s
Herring Gull fledglings. They had seen evidence of enough re
banded fledglings to feel justified in making a fourth visit,
final visit they were stunned to find hundreds of dead gulls.

After this episode, Dr. Yletherbee sent letters to persons
banded at Muskeget in the past, gtating that because there were |
complaints about the increasing numbers of Herring Gulls, a 1
study was to be made and he would appreciate all the data on
wildlife that was available. At the time I received the lett
nothing about the poison program and immediately answered to ¥
my ability. Of course the banding information 1s all in the i3
Laurel, but maybe it is not yet abailable because of the fires
quest seemed to me the normal procedure: the banders amass dab
is used as a guide in planning wildlife programs. I was st
thereafter to find out that the order of procedure had been

bird ba

concersdjiisziieipso facto and ex officio conservationist
[Be i1l as to oursb:zg;§231y with threats to our wildlifz s,
4 program.
B S0y vocmn oo o 11" it Lo g
t, but WOnderedoiEhg gigii;aiikof the Interlor aEgUt thg Mus
ders., (o € such a step wit -

o Conermment, enplovoes are, in the Task analysts, ve-

. , Pe-
Tt was not long before the news burst forth. The ?esida ta 0 P the people to watch what they
tucket and Martha's Vineyard, both permanent and vacationing

large number of conservation-minded persons. The editors of

> the people don't
alwa,
weekly papers conduct regular wildlife columns. Nantucketers ¥ ys agree,

heir rights and

Hunters and fishe
rme
we are constantly reminded by the Fisg and
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ite Species are not always those of
; nature.
y be decreasing in New England, they are iAnd‘ although Langhing
oo ity nereasing steadily on

wildlife Service that without their fees the bird banding program goy Page 11

not be financed. I neither hunt nor fish because my time is filleq
occupatlions that, to me, are more interesting. But I am perfectly '
ing that others shall hunt or fish - sO long as there are adequate qq,
trols to preserve our wildlife heritage. I am very fond of bay secall.
and am irritated to see Herring Gulls taking them when I can't haye
And I realize that the day may come when a conch shell will plunge
the roof of my car. But I don't think polson is the solution. Ce
not at the season when it was used last summer.

minally, may I repeat that I t
refer fe P ry to avoid sentim .

Magsachuset::r ngilng Gulls and more Laughinzngiiity,and would
coordination getw:enItgznt tg be assured that thereswigltg: south

' lan he various services of F J rea-
'caZangy Zﬂdsggii contribution to bird bandingfifihand W1}dlife 50
that control ¥+ And further, as a conservati _a minimum waste

measures are based on sound researcgnlst, T want to

=

If a polson program doesn't succeed at once, it is too often
tinued year after year. Time to howl, taxpayers! I lived through
worst of the Japanese Beetle plague. gventually the parasite that
trolled the beetle in its natural habitat was introduced and, in my
perience, this solution worked. It just took a 1ittle more ingenu
know-how than poisoning. g

rm writing for publication i

3 the t

= island of 3 1 past, I have re

1sand failgggk;?gmiifihtir;t The cries of Laughizgrgﬁlfi Muskeget
short-si e

sten to them and take wamizz%hted attempts to control nafﬁr:? the

We areall familiar with tent caterpillar infestations. This ingg sharp Ave., Glenolden, Pa
is native and its controls are here and they do control. We see t F ! 3
sult of peak population years and worry for a few weeks. Few persor
1ow through so as to realize that there is a cycle which will inevit
reduce the peak population - SO long as nature's balance is not upse

T Hk
THE RING

Stanley S. Dickerson, one of the :
Today we are faced with the problem of a Herring Gull population ' beegh:igz Busiaess Manager of THzZ ggNZd;Z:rzhngTHE RING..has
explosion. We don't know whether this is part of a cycle, due to eeg S ndin oiif 5BBA members may order back issue . S
gical changes, or due to man's interference. Possibly to all three. 1) at %hgura;:at;on from Mrs. Dickerson (222 Desongthis ol
Sistlon sxplosions aze rothing ne 1800 (1 31°e Sakver i T, i O 1000 pr oo Sinele b e Soelt s
. alf rst v :

the twentieth century have the patience for that. Then we should o eﬂ{Zthigkerson will accept subscrgéz?gn:reiittil avallaples In
mend changes through ecological processes. Maybe that is what th . ona send them to THE RING's new add;e 3 e Eubeexibere tind
soning teams will try eventually. Maybe not. But as bird bander E payable, ss. 1962 subscriptions
conservationists we have a right to know something about such contro
grams in advance. ' MIST NETS

The fact remains that nature built up a tremendous Laughing Gul
ulation on Muskeget after a former large population had been redu
twelve nesting pairs. Suppose poison succeeded in reducing the Muskl
Herring Gulls to twelve pairs or less. Wouldn't Herring Gulls from:
over the New Bngland coast rush in to fill the vacuum? Maybe the man
facturers of poisons would be delighted to have this program go on

(lBBA does not want to make

a profit on net
B i¢ o nes 6 nets ... We want sustaining
 member, ) nets or more a year, it pays to becom: : sus

st
Nets now available -~ Four Shelves -- 120 Meshes Dee
P

o ¢ Active
after year. However, natural stages population declines as well asi - MeEer -—_377%%2223 Sustaining Member
plosions. Her controls are sure to be more effective than any shor¥ 4 2,50 125
human attempts. 2.8 2.00
— 2.35

The ™nvestigators" have much to say about trying to control i. %ié: paid on orders over $5.00. Purcha
Gulls in order to save Laughing Gulls. But there is no assurance Wl sttance should accompany order. ser must have net permit.
killing off one gpecies will have a beneficial effect upon anothers

Laughing Gulls, in favor today, might become a pest tomorrov. Manga Send to: Mrs. J.Y. Dater, Box 242, Ramsey, N
v Y, New Jersey.





