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EBBA'S 

PRE.SIDENT 

SAYS 

Martin, and the committee on 

All EBBA meetings are good ones. 
forthcoming one at East Stroud sberg 
fall in that class. It can't be ot 
The location in the Poconos is a fir 
this organization. The science de 
of East Stroudsberg State College 1a 
host, under the chairmanship of Dr. 

arrangements. 

D Martin has arranged with Mrs. &iwards of Brookview Manor • 
r . 1 t i full use of all the facilities of their hotel Knob Hote o g ve us F id i 

motels. Those arriving Friday and desiring dinner on r ay even 
• di t · t their reservation . This i s off season for re should in ca e i on M Edwards has a 

hotel s when they do not prepare for full house , rs . 
us of all the hospitality at her disposal . 

Merrill Wood has been working on the paper ses si~n si~ce ht~e 
t v·ce President at Annapolis . I believe e a ao 

he ;asfmad~hiir!eet~ng-before he left the Annapolis meeting last Ap 
~~~ !ur~rthatswe will be more than please~ with the papers and spec 

k th t ·11 be presented through his efforts. spea ers a wi 

The plans for Sunday are not complete at this writing (Ja~c3 0 
feel certain that there will be some ~etting, possibly in the 
the hotel, as well as a visit to banding stations. 

The cost of the weekend is so reasonable no one can 
home. 

Comments you may have on the photo contest s~ould ~~es~~~t; ~blt 
itor . It is your publication. Its success depen s onit· it is 1 
you make fro m the banding you have done. t·Je all love , 
letter from home. 
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ening day of the 87th Congress , Representative William B. 
th8 o~strict, New Jersey , introduced a fowling net bill once more . 

• 7t h r is R.R. 593, Mr. Widnall will do everything he can to see 
nu~~ves attention this year . Members are urged to write to their 
re0:v.es in Congress to support the bill. The bill passed all gov
t;at --~ ttees last year and is now ready for action. 

COITU"-" 
t t t 

1961 EBBA ANNUAL MEETING - EAST STROUDSBERG, PENNSYLVANIA 

1961 Annual Meeting will be held at the Ea.st Stroudsberg State 
n April 22-23, 1961. Now is the time to make plans to attend t:ng which, as our President says, one cannot afford to miss. 

AGCOMODATIONS Brookview Manor, a summer hotel at Canadensis, 
Pa., will make its entire facilities available 

~embers for the weekend of the meeting, and at special rates. Ad
members and guests can be accomodated at Pine Knob Hotel, near 

okrlew. The same rates will apply for both, and reservations should 
to I Mrs. , Minnie Ed.wards• Brookview Manor, Canadensis, Pa. Mrs. 
will also handle reservations for the Pine Knob Hotel. Reservations 

be made as soon as possible, in order to plan accomodations. 

as follows (special rates for EBBA members and guests): 

bed rooms and bath: $4.00 per night each 
1.00 
1.50 

The Brookview Manor is one mile south of the village of 
Canadensis on Route 290. Canadensis is about 12 miles 

Stroudsberg on Route 290. 

m t he south or west , take the Northeast Extension of the Penna . 
• and go off exit #35 onto Route 940, eastward. Follow 940 to 
o (24 miles) , take Route 196 about J mile s to Paradise Valley , 
onto Route 390 about 5 mile s to Canadensis , then south for one 

Route 290 to the Brookview . 

Stro udsberg , go north on Route 90 a short distance to Route 196, 
on 196 for another short distance and turn right onto Route 290: 
north to the Brookview, one mile short of Canadensis . 

n and bus transportation is available from New York, and bus from 
Phia , to Canadensis or nearby Gresco . Detailed information i s 
e from Mrs. Edwards of the Brookview Manor, when making reserva

or f rom your Editor , Arrangement s can be made for travelers to be 
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met at Canadensis or Cresco, 
Pine Knob hotels. 

who are going to stay at the 

ill be open at the Brookview on 
FRIDAY EVENING A registration desk w 21 as well as at the meeti ng 

Friday evening;d!i~i~n, ;ntertainment , probably in 
lace on Saturday morning . In ·11 be held Friday evening at the 

~orm of a Kodachrome slide show• w~ ilding • where members may also re 
Stroudsberg State College science u 
ter. 

t Friday evening , April 21' at 
COUNCIL MEETING The Council will m;:e exact time will be announce~ 

Brookview Manor. will probably be at 8:00 pm. 
the next issue of EBBA NEWS, but it 

essions and business meet ing 
SATURDAY SZSSIONS The Satu rd ay pape~i~ riwn of the science buil dilng 

be held in the~ut S~roudsberg . The registratioa 
~ t stroudsberg State College at d tshe program will begin at 9 1JO. ~as 00 there , an will be open at 9: am. 

t·on available to date on the Pto 
HI"HLIGHTS OF THE PROGRAM Informa : David E. Davis will speak on t 

u include sdl Robbins will discuss aging 
fa mass of banding data ; Chank er the new dispersal of t he Ho 

use_o bi"rds · Gilbert Cant will spea onth Bird Banding Office ; the sexing • · 11 report on e R l 
Finch· Allen J. Olvall wi the Association and EBBA NEWS; o 
. t • and Editor -will speak on t ) will speak on "Birds • Vil'\l 
idlen t (of the National Audubon ~ciehy lide s on the development 
C emen lin M Camey will s ow s M t · 
and Islands" : Frank c. will speak on Hawk oun ain • 
nestling Chickadees; Maurice Broun 

at about the time this issue goes 
The program will be complet~dtails on the Saturday sessions in 

and we hope to have more e press, 
next EBBA NEWS. 

d t the college Saturday e 
BANQUh'T Our annual banquet will be hel ~ions should be sent to Dr. 

The cost will be $2.00.t Re~e:~g State College, East Stro 
18 College • East S rou s it tee as soon as Po 

~!~~nPa~xthe ~hainna~ oft~: ~~~:~g;~:~t; 1~~:can ~ made in aoco 
but not later than April 1' ted 

·th the number of people expec . 
vii i "A scree 

hmid ill show his move , 
After the banquet John c. Sc d ~tis bound to be excelle nt, 

Fl ·da last year , an 
tour"• made in ori fie ld 

i made for the Sunday 
SUNDAY FIELD TRIP Plans are still betng. elude visits to banding 

which is expected o in re details in the n 
We hope to have mo d mo and birding in the Poconos . will be organized Satur ay 

If ible an early morning trip 
poss • .d ight those who arrive Fri ay n • 
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THE ISLAND OF 1-0CKING LAOGHTER 
By Mabel Gillespie 

uth of Cape Cod and Buzzards Bay in Massachusetts there are be-
SO i.fteen and twenty islands, t he largest of which are Martha's Vin

n rd Nantucket, well known vacat:i,on resorts. Off the northwestern 
anNantucket lies Tuckernuck Island, and to its northwest is Muskeget 

of seven or eight miles west of Muskeget is Wasque Point on Chappat k an island which is almost attatched to the Vineyard. The four 
ci;lands have barrier beaches or sand dune areas where gulls and 

r ~ st. Muskeget is entirely uninhabited by man, and treeless. Its 5 
erhaps two squ~~ mil es. is a nesting mecca fr thousands of gulls. I 

It would be interesting to know the avian history of this island for 
st five hundred years. The late £cl.ward Howe Forbush, in "Birds of 

pahusetts and Other New England States" Vol. I, states that he was 
i'..aug})ing Gulls were abundant on Muskeget about 18.50, but that through 
bse~uent depredatiohs of egg and plume hunters the colony was nearly 

SU ted . About 1880 there were no more than twelve pairs eating on 
uland , 

Forbush describes the island bird life much as my husband and I saw 
the occasion of our first banding visit there in 1928. "When I 
visited Muskeget in 1908 ••• we were lost in wonder at the enormous 

8 of its feathered i nhabitants As we approached the nest ing grounds 
re soon in the midst of a veritable stonn of darting, diving, saU
!lutt ering, screaming terns, while hi gh above our heads in the blue 

cloudless sky floated innumerable black-headed gulls, their clear 
ipiogU ng with t he harsher sounds given out by the screaming ter ns. 
were there in thousands: but while those of the terns were usually 
open and unconcealed on the sands, those of the gulls were more· 
made beneath the shelter of the high beach grass or that of umbra
pla~ts like the poison-ivy, a path beneath the vegetation leading 
one side of a nest and out the other . " 

Our banding visit s to Muskeget continued from 1 928 to 19)6. I have 
ledge of any bandin g done on the island thereafter until 19.57 when 
11am Peppers, Grace Meleney, and I participated in a day's banding 
ll:lring the twenty years' interim t•ie had noticed about Martha's 
a gradual dimin ution of Laughing Gulls and a tremendous increase 

ng Gulls. Fonnerly we se l dom saw one of the latter; present l y 
111 see one of the fonner. We had supposed, theref ore, t-ihen we 

r 1957 vi sit that we would see very few Laughing Gulls on Muskeget. 
our surprise we found hundreds of nesting pairs. No longer, how

ere the Laughing Gulls all over the isla nd under the ivy growth. 
, there had been a change even in the ivy growth. While there was 

)lenty of it, it did not seem as rampantly obiquitous as f ormerly. 
ro l arge, shrubby growths of beach plum which I do not remember 




