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Wildlife Service that ;ii thout their fees the bird banding program c 
not be financed . I neither hunt nor fish bec ause my time is filledO~ld 
occupations that , to me, are more interesting . But I am perfectly wtt 
ing that others shall hunt or fish - so long as there are adequate 0 

trols to preserve our wildlife heritage . I am very fond of bay scal~n 
and am irritated to see Herring Gull s taking them when I can ' t have to 
And I realize that the day may come when a conch shell will plunge th 
the roof of my car . But I don' t think poison is the solution . Carta~ 
not at the season vihen it was used last summer. 

If a poison program doesn't succeed at once, it is too often co 
tinued year after year. Time to howl, taxpayers ! I li ved through t~e 
worst of the Japanese neetle plague. ENentually the parasite that~ 
trolled the beetle in its natural habitat was introduce d and , n 
perien.ce, this solution ,~orked. It just took a little more 
know-bow than poisoning. 

We are all familiar with tent caterpillar infe stations . This itnse 
is native and its controls are here and they do control . We see t he 
sult of peak population years and worry for a few weeks . Few pers ons 
lo w through so as to realize that there is a cycle which will inevi ta 
reduce the peak population - so long as nature ' s balance is not upset 

Today we are faced with the problem of a Herring Gull populati on 
explosion . We don' t know whether this is part of a cycle , due to eco 
gical changes , or due to man' s interference . Possibly to all three, 
ulation explosions are nothing new in nature , The answer might be to 
nature take care of the situation. But fe,~ people in the latter hall' 
the twentieth century have the patience for that . Then we should re 
mend changes through ecological processe s. Maybe that i s what the po 
soning teams will try eventually , Maybe not , But as bird banders and 
conservationist s we have a right to know something about such control 

gra ms in advance, 

The fact remains that nature built up a tremendous Laughing Gull 
ulation on Muskeget after a former large population had been reduced 
t,,Jelve nesting pairs. suppose poison succeeded in reducing the Muske 
Herring Gulls to twelve pairs or less. 111ouldn't Herring Gulls fro m 
over the Ne;., E.'ngland coast rush in to fill the vacuum? Naybe the man 
facturers of poisons would be delighted to have this program go on 
after year. However, natural stages population declines as "Well as e 
plosions. Her controls are sure to be more effective than any snor~ 

hwnan attempts. 

The "investigators 11 have much to say abOut trying to control He 
Gulls in order to save Laughing Gulls. But there is no assurance t 
killing of f one species will have a beneficial effect upon anothe r. 
Laughing Gulls, in favor today, might become a pest tomorrow. Ma.nki 
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...ite species are not always tho f n • b d i se o nature And 9 pia':l e ecreas ng in New England th • • although Laughing 
Ne~ Jersey coast . • ey are incre asing s teadily on 

finally, may I repeat that I try to id 
rnu<?h pre fer fewer Herring Gulls and ::~e L sent~entality and would 
of r,rassaehusetts. But I want to b aughing Gulls in the south 

l)].e coordination between the v . e as sured that there will be 1 arious services of ,,i h rea-
i I can p an my small contribution to bird b . t s and Wildlife so 
tiJ!IB' energy and money• And further anding 1, i th a minimum waste 
~ that control measures are ba ct' as a conservationist , I want t se on sound research . o 

In writing for publication in th 
t)le tsland of mocking laughter T~ pas~ • I have referred to Muskeg t 

itY and failure of man's short. . e cries of Laughing Gulls su ~ the 
us l~sten to them and take warni~~ : hted attempts to control naf~::: . 

Pa. t :t fl: 

THE RING 

M1'S• Stanley S. Dickerson 0 
tly been made Business Ma~ag~~ ~~ ih; ?o-editors of THE RING, has 
ent , Therefore' EBBA members ma H"' RING for the North American 

nal banding publication from Mrs Y ~rier back issues of this inter 
, N,J •) at the rate of $J oo e • c erson (222 De Voe Ave Spot -f • P r year s · 1 • , • s-

A ew of the Indice s for the fi t • ing e back issues cannot be 
tion,, Mrs. Dickerson will accept s:~sc;~l~e are still available , In 

inconvenient to send them to THE RING' iptions , if the subscribers find 
~ w, due and payable• s new address • 1962 subscriptions 

MIST NETS 

(&BBA does not want to make a profit rs • • • if you use 6 nets or Ill on nets • • • We want sustaining 
member.) ore a year, it pays to become a sus-

Mist Nets now 

5 Meter 
9 n 

12 II 

available -- Four Shelves 
Active Member 

$1.25 
2.50 
2.85 

-- 120 Meshes Deep 
Sustaining Member 

$1.25 
2.00 
2.35 

11~ ~ paid on orders over $5.00. 
n.oe should accompany order. 

Purchaser must have net permit. 

Send to : Mrs J y Dat • • • er, Box 242 Ram N ' sey, ew Jersey. 




