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BIRD RINGING IN THE CANARY ISLANDS 
By- Stanley and El ise Dickerson 

Tlle authors arrived at Baja.mar , Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain, on 
er 7, 1960 for the purpose of banding birds on Tenerife under the 

ootoioes of the canary Islands Ornitho l ogical Expedition directed by Dr. 
a11sp weeks, M.D. , and remained until November 2. carries 

The canary Archipelago consists of a group of thirteen islands, 
of which are inhabited . They lie off the northwest coast of Africa 

IJf\'
8
~ 80 .miles west of Rio de Oro ( south of Morocco) and 3400 miles south

tbO: of New York City . The island of Tenerife is one of the largest of 
dX'OUP, 52+ miles long and 31 miles wide, covering an area of 790 
~8 mile s. The general terrain is mountainous and of volcanic origin. 

Baja.mar is a small Village located at the north end of the island on 
west coa st. The shore line is rocky and forms cliffs 50 to 60 feet 

i, Immediately to the rear of the village the ground rises continually 
1i ridges of rock attain a height of about 2300 feet. At the edge of 

tlflt inhabited area proceeding upwards and southeast,~ard are fields of ba
s sugar cane and cotton, most of the fields being enclosed with tt-ee

th' ond cistus. These fields are terraced and irrigated by means of 
orete water-troughs which are fed from lar~e earthen or concrete water 

6 where the rain water is stored during the rainy season . lJnculti
areas are covered with cactus, E.uphorbia spp. with scattered fig 

81 palms, castor bean and a few unidentified shrubs. Except for the 
uvat ed and irrigated areas the entire growth at Ba.jamar from the shore 

east~ard to the mountain ridges may be considered semi-desert. 

We began banding October 9th on the side of the mountain ridge east 
Bajamar at an elevation of about 1000 feet in an area surrounding a 

and a water tank. Nearby was an old abandoned dwelling of one 
with attatched co~1 a nd goat sheds. Contrary to the general barren.-
of the mountainside, in the area surrounding the spring for a distance 

about 900 feet we found scattered palms, fig trees, ma ny geranium.s, 
e, and a pomegranate tree; also a large st and of ba!Ilboo and a small 
of very large squash. All of this made excellent cover for birds 

the const ant dripping of the water at the spring must have attracted 
18.hy birds banded at this spo t . 

Neta were also placed in the garden of Casa Canariensis, home of 
Weeks, and in a small field about 50 feet to the rear of the house. 

On one occasion two nets were placed near an e)llpty water-tank about 
rds from Bajamar across th e Bajama.r - La Laguna road where Dr. w. 
Ski did most of his netting earlier this year, but no birds were 
in Spite of the fact that the nets were in position all of one 

Y.atiy birds, mostly Serins and Sparrows with an occasional wagtail 
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n and beard here but t hey use d no part icula r f l ight l ane and in 
re 81

8
e,., about in lar ge fl ocks very errat i cally. ct t e .. 

onlY ot her netti ng locati on used was at the Salinas (t anks where 
The acquire d on a la r ge scale by evaporation of sea water ) nea r I.os 

t 
1
!nos at t he sout hern t i p of Tenerife where one bird was capture d. 

st~ts here number ed three an d were placed at t he edge of one of t he 
t1\va porati on tanks where waders were see n t o be flying. However, 
r HU no cover t o shield the nets from the sun or l-1ind and t he bird s 

flew over or under the nets. er 

J)lring th e entir e peri od 178 bi rd s of 1 0 speci es wer e banded, whic h 
like very spar se bandin g to an "Is l and Bea cher " . On the ot her 

sin vie w of t he f act t hat Dr. Rydzewsk i banded over 400 in 4½ mon t hs 
fi gures ar e comparab l e . I t woul d see m that th ere ar e j ust no l arge 

trations of bi rd s on th e i s land. Most of th e birds banded were 
C: d, fat-classed, and beak , ta i l and win g measur ements made t,ihi ch 

noted on separat e ca r ds f or ea ch bir d banded . 

No effort was made to age any of th e birds captu red because all of 
species were new to th e aut hors and \oie had not had an opport uni ty to 

skins of t hos e speci es nor were we familiar wi th th e moults or 
if i c data r equisite fo r such detennination at this tim e of year. For 
same ~eason we did not di stingu is h subs pe cie s of any of the captured 

and only noted the sex in those cas e s where i t was obvious . I t 
clearly apparent, however, that ~ith one exception (the Kentish Plover) 
banded birds were local rather than migrants. For example, the Blue 
on t he continent has a clear yellow breast while the Blue Tit on 
ri.fe (Parus caerulus teneriffae) has a black streak runnin g down the 
, r of the breast. 

The net location at the spring was th e most promi sing until October 
when only eight birds were captured even though the climb was made 

re sunrise and nets were set up all day. On October 9th 43 birds 
buid.ed in fiv e hours using three nets; On October 12th, 31 in the 
l ength of time: on October 14th, 52 in eight hours. But on Octob er 
oncy three were captured and on October 29th only 2. It is interest

note that according to local information there had been no rain at 
r t or several months until t he aft ernoon of October 14th and. only 

s were captured after the rain bega n on that day. The re was a 
shower on Octob er 22nd and a hard shower of some hours duration 
ber 19th and on the 27th. It may be surmised that the rains, once 

began, left no need for the birds to go to the spring for water or 
Certainly the diminution in the number of birds at that location 

some ex:planation. At no other location or area at any ti.me did we 
or observe birds in the numbers we had hare. 
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On October 8th, the first day after our arrival, we ~alked ov-er 
countryside in an endeavor to find flight lanes that might prove to t 
good netting places. At that time we did not know precieely where X:,' 
Rydzewski had set his nets. Luring the whole day we were not able • 
find the spot where it would be possible to set nets nor were we abi° 
find any definite flight patterns at all, although we did observe see 
Grey Wagtails, Swifts, Serins, Kestrels, and many Spanish Sparrows . YI 
the garden of Casa Canariensis there were frequently to be seen 2 or 

3 Hoopoe-s and an occasional Chiffchaff and Sardinian Warbler. Finall y 
in the afternoon a climb was ma.de to the spring on the side of the m 
ain for the purposes of observing and taking the poles necessary f or 
ting the nets. There, many Blue Tits, Serins and a Robin ""ere seen u. 1 

the spring so that early the next morning we left for that spot tak 'Ulg 
nets, scales and lunch, since the climb requires one and a half hours 
each way. On both the 8th and the 9th, two Little Egrets were obsel'V 
flying in the vicinity of a water tank and one was seen and pbotogx-~ 
feeding on the rocks below the house at low tide on Octo ber 15th. Aiio 
Little Egret was seeh at Los Cristianos but only one Heron was observ 
during our stay, which was seen flying near one of the water tank s at 
Bajamar on October 8th. 

On October 10th a Spectacled Warbler was seen in the garden and 
in the day two were captured in the nets there . On the days when t he 
at the spring were operated, the nets were furled at about 6 pm 
goat-trail down the mountain was not negotiable after dark . On t he 
each evening , large numbers of Serins were observed flying up the mo 
in flocks of 150 to 200. On October 14th an Eleanora ' s Falcon was 8 
at the top of the mountain ridge as were also two unidentified Buteoa 
Many Kestrel s were frequently observed and heard calling , on the trtpa 
and down the mountain. Warblers (Black-caps , Sardinian and Chiff chat 
were seen and heard at about 500 feet and Pipits and Sparrows at abou 
750 feet. 

On a trip to La Laguna and Oratava on October 18th , many Kestre 
were seen but at the Botanical Gardens four Blackbirds seemed to be 
sole inhabitants . The next day, it rained quite hard in the morning, 
clearing in the afternoon when we took a taxi to Las Mercedes Forest. 
The trip was very interesting with many beautiful views photograpb ed 
was uneventful as far as birds were concerned as only a few Falc ons 
seen the entire trip. 

On October 23rd , having had a letter and map from Dr. Rydzewski , 
nets were set up at his location . We observed during the entire dayJ 
7.5+ Serins , 1 Chiffchaff , 3 Kestrels, 1 Grey Wagtail , 15 Spanish Spa 
and 1 Chaffinch , but did not capture a single bird. 

The trip to Mt. Tiede (highest point in Spain: 12,262 feet) did 
produce many birds although we did see on that day (October 24th) our 
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t gaven. Later on the Los Cristianos t • 
abl e to observe eight at one t;m rip we saw several Ravens and 

rt " f La La ....... e on a ridge near I d At s0ut,,.. o guna we heard a Chiffchaff co • an over-
tbs i,ase of the peak we saw 2o+ Pipits whil: nd at the en~ of the road 
cJl, Many Kestrels were again observed o thiwe were eating our picnic 

n s trip, 

At about one o clock on the 25th we ar . 
edi~tely set up J nets in an effort to b;~~edhat lo~ Cristiano s and 

while watching the nets until dark 5 6re birds at the Sali-
OJ"OY Plover , 2 D.lnlin , 4 Ringed Plove ; w; ;awt· Turnstones , 12 Pipi ts 
s and one Little Egret . We obtained • . en_ ish Plover , 2 Herring 

rnight and we netted , banded and photoperm~ssion to lea ve the nets up 
morning. There were many Pipit a g~p ed one Kentish Plove r the 

an effort made to drive the pipi:s ~~ t: nd a fou~h net was set up 
• The BIG bird fo r that day was a wo d e net , which was unsuccess -
ture observed for many minute s near G n_ er!ul clo se view of an Egyptian 

uia e I sora on the Hay home. 
DJ.ring our entire stay Robins were 
several. were banded . On the 29th ~::er seen except at the spring 

firs t time we were able to learn it was seen singing there and fo r 
s song . 

The Spanish bands a re very s;m · 1 t 
~, d .... "i ar o ours exce t th t w opene on pla stic holders which ti P a they come 

number and one that we used is "J 40:~ a n 50 bands each . A typi
schedules are filed by band si ze instea • The "J'.' indicates the size . 

n included on them i s much like d of species and the informa-
s are used. ours except that ONLY the scientific 

While in England we stopped at the Mon ' . 
uses, Northumberland for several da ks House Bird Observatory at 

birds, and where we added 41 new b' ~s , helping _to mist net and clap
lt,nk's House is Dr. E.A. R. 3nnion w~~ ~ to our life list . The directo r 

Islands Ornithological ~xpedition ecai:ie very interested in the 
know that he and Hrs. Ennion are foll a~ it gives us great pleasure 
n and will be there banding bird f ow g u~ up at the Bajamar sta-

acy. s rom the llll.ddle of December through 

I heard a bird sing 
In the dark of December 
A magical thing 
And sweet to remember 
''W • e are nearer to Spring 
Than we were in September" 
I heard a bird sing 
In the dark of December. 

-- Oliver Herford. 
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