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BIRD RINGING IN THE CcAnary ISLANDS
By Stanley anq Elise Dickerson

The authors arriveq at Ba jamay, Tenerife,

Canary Islands, Spain, on
7, 1960 for the PUrpose of banding birds on Tenepi e under the

5 of the Canary Islandg Ornithological Expedition directed by Dr,
Weeks, M.D., ang remained until 2,

Novembep
The Canary Archipelago consists of a 8TOup of thirteen
of which are inhabiteq, Th

islands,
8y lie off the northwest coast of Afriea
0 miles west of Rio dg pro (south of Moroeco) and 3409 miles south.
New York City, The islang of Tenerife
py 52+ miles 1o

red fig
Except for the
tire growth at Bajama

r from the shore
€5 may be considered semi-desert,

Casa canarienais. home of
in a smaly field aboyt 50 feet tq L)

he reap of the house,
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sen and heard here but they used no particular flight lane and in
:féw about in large flocks very erratically,

mhe only other netting location used was at the Salinas (tanks where
]%'acquired on a large scale by evaporation of sea water) near Los
anos at the southern tip of Tenerife where one bird was captured.
here numbered three and were placed at the edge of one of the
svaporation tanks where waders were seen to be flying. However,

as no cover to shield the nets from the sun or wind and the birds
' flew over or under the nets.

g the entire period 178 birds of 10 species were banded, which

ike very sparse banding to an "Island Beacher". On the other
view of the fact that Dr. Rydzewski banded over 400 in 4L months
res are comparable. It would seem that there are Just no large
tions of birds on the island. Most of the birds banded were

‘ fat-classed, and beak, tail and wing measurements made which
oted on separate cards for each bird banded.

by

the banding site
Dickerson climbing toﬂ
Sza;i§2rife. (Photograph by Elise Dickerson.)

data requisite for such detemmination at this time of year. For
reason we did not distinguish subspecies of any of the captured
only noted the sex in those cases where it was obvious. It

1y apparent, however, that with one exception (the Kentish Plover)
d birds were local rather than migrants. For example, the Blue

e continent has a clear yellow breast while the Blue Tit on

(Parus caerulus teneriffae) has a black streak running down the
P of the breast.

=

net location at the spring was the most promising until October
only eight birds were captured even though the climb was made
se and nets were set up all day. On October 9th 43 birds
ed in five hours using three nets; On October 12th, 31 in the
h of time; on October 14th, 52 in eight hours, But on October
three were captured and on October 29th only 2. It is interest-
te that according to local information there had been no rain at
T several months until the afternoon of October 14th and only
18 were captured after the rain began on that day, There was a
ower on October 22nd and a hard shower of some hours duration
9th and on the 27th. It may be surmised that the rains, once
left no need for the birds to go to the spring for water or
rtainly the diminution in the number of birds at that location
explanation., At no other loecation or area at any time did we
O observe birds in the numbers we had here.

TeEneRIFE
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On October Stb, the first day after our arrival, we walkeq Oven 4 i
countryside in an endeavor to find flight lanes that might prove to i ¢ Raven. Later on the Los Cristianos trip we
good netting places. At that time we did not know precigely wherg i " able to observe eight gt one time on 3 ridge s:: S;Veral Ravens and
Rydzeuski had set his nets. During the whole day we were not able e uth of La Laguna we hearq a Chiffchaff ang at ;L “ond optn over.
find the spot where it would be possible to set nets nor were we ablf base of the peak we say 20+ Pipits while we € end of the road
find any definite flight pattemrns at all, although we did observe sad Many Kestrels were again observed on thi twere sating our picnic
Grey Wagtails, Swifts, Serins, Kestrels, and many Spanish Sparrovg, & S trip,
the garden of Casa Canariensis there were frequently to be seen 2 onl
Hoopoes and an occasional Chiffchaff and Sardinian Warbler. Finaljes
in the afterncon a climb was made to the spring on the side of the mu ! . e saw 6 Ty
ain for the purposes of observing and taking the poles necessary fo Plover, 2 Dunlin, 4 Ringed Plover J_-urnstones, 12 pipjts,
ting the nets. There, many Blue Tits, Serins and a Robin were seen iy d one Little Egret, i
the spring so that early the next morning we left for that spot taldw ht and we netted, bandeq and photo
nets, scales and lunch, since the climb requires one and a hals houpg porning. There were mapy Pipits aro
each way. On both the 8th and the 9th, two Little Egrets were obgemm 3
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At about one o‘clock on the 25th ye
diately set Up 3 nets in an effort toa;:

h P
flying in the vicinity of a water tank and one was seen and photogpan The BIG bird for that Y was a wonderfuf :f:ée“t;Ch o zeesg
feeding on the rocks below the house at low tide on October 15th, & jure observed for many minutes near Guig de Isora °W of an Egyptian
Little Egret was seen at los Cristianos but only one Heron was obsen 1 on the vay home
during our stay, which was seen flying near one of the water tanks af uring our entire stay Robins were never seen exce

Bajamar on October 8th.

On October 10th a Spectacled Warbler was seen in the garden ang
in the day two were captured in the nets there. On the days when the
at the spring were operated, the nets were furled at about 6 pm., ag.

goat~trail down the mountain was not negotiable after dark. On the | ber and one that we yseq is g 4o£§2tai;h50”3inds each. A typi.
each evening, large numbers of Serins were observed flying up the moy edules are filed by bang size insteaq of SpevieSicates the size,
in flocks of 150 to 200. On October 14th an Eleanora's Falcon was & dncluded on them is much like ours except tz§§CIes e e inforna.
at the top of the mountain ridge as were also two unidentified Buteog 8 are used. P ONLY the scientific

Many Kestrels were frequently observed and heard calling, on the tpi
and down the mountain., Warblers (Black-caps, Sardinian and Chiffchaf
were seen and heard at about 500 feet and Pipits and Sparrows at abg
750 feet,

While in Englang we sto

W pped at the Monk+
e:, gggtﬁgzgerlanddgor Several days, helping to mist ne
A where we added 4 i i

B e B 91 new birds to oyp life 1ist, The director

Islands Ornithologieal pamor, 10 Decame very interesteq in the

that he ang Urs, Enni

. On are followin
d will be there bandiny v % B
ary, ng birds from the middle of December through

On a trip to La Laguna and Oratava on October 18th, many Kestre!
were seen but at the Botanical Gardens four Blackbirds seemed to be |
sole inhabitants. The next day, it rained quite hard in the morn
clearing in the afternoon when we took a taxi to Las Mercedes Fore
The trip was very interesting with many beautiful views photographed
was uneventful as far as birds were concerned as only a few Falcong!
seen the entire trip. ‘

fi00d, New Jersey

On October 23rd, having had a letter and map from Dr. Rydzews
nets were set up at his location. We observed during the entire
75+ Serins, 1 Chiffchaff, 3 Kestrels, 1 Grey Wagtail, 15 Spanish
and 1 Chaffinch, but did not capture a single bird,

I heard a bipg sing
In the dark of December
4 magical thing
And sweet to remember,
"We are nearer to Spring
Than we were in Septembern
I heard a bipg sing
In the dark of December,
~~ Oliver Herford,

The trip to Mt. Tiede (highest point in Spain: 12,262 feet) dit
produce many birds although we did see on that day (October 24th) oul





