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BIRD RINGING IN THE CANARY ISLANDS 
By- Stanley and El ise Dickerson 

Tlle authors arrived at Baja.mar , Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain, on 
er 7, 1960 for the purpose of banding birds on Tenerife under the 

ootoioes of the canary Islands Ornitho l ogical Expedition directed by Dr. 
a11sp weeks, M.D. , and remained until November 2. carries 

The canary Archipelago consists of a group of thirteen islands, 
of which are inhabited . They lie off the northwest coast of Africa 

IJf\'
8
~ 80 .miles west of Rio de Oro ( south of Morocco) and 3400 miles south­

tbO: of New York City . The island of Tenerife is one of the largest of 
dX'OUP, 52+ miles long and 31 miles wide, covering an area of 790 
~8 mile s. The general terrain is mountainous and of volcanic origin. 

Baja.mar is a small Village located at the north end of the island on 
west coa st. The shore line is rocky and forms cliffs 50 to 60 feet 

i, Immediately to the rear of the village the ground rises continually 
1i ridges of rock attain a height of about 2300 feet. At the edge of 

tlflt inhabited area proceeding upwards and southeast,~ard are fields of ba­
s sugar cane and cotton, most of the fields being enclosed with tt-ee­

th' ond cistus. These fields are terraced and irrigated by means of 
orete water-troughs which are fed from lar~e earthen or concrete water 

6 where the rain water is stored during the rainy season . lJnculti­
areas are covered with cactus, E.uphorbia spp. with scattered fig 

81 palms, castor bean and a few unidentified shrubs. Except for the 
uvat ed and irrigated areas the entire growth at Ba.jamar from the shore 

east~ard to the mountain ridges may be considered semi-desert. 

We began banding October 9th on the side of the mountain ridge east 
Bajamar at an elevation of about 1000 feet in an area surrounding a 

and a water tank. Nearby was an old abandoned dwelling of one 
with attatched co~1 a nd goat sheds. Contrary to the general barren.-
of the mountainside, in the area surrounding the spring for a distance 

about 900 feet we found scattered palms, fig trees, ma ny geranium.s, 
e, and a pomegranate tree; also a large st and of ba!Ilboo and a small 
of very large squash. All of this made excellent cover for birds 

the const ant dripping of the water at the spring must have attracted 
18.hy birds banded at this spo t . 

Neta were also placed in the garden of Casa Canariensis, home of 
Weeks, and in a small field about 50 feet to the rear of the house. 

On one occasion two nets were placed near an e)llpty water-tank about 
rds from Bajamar across th e Bajama.r - La Laguna road where Dr. w. 
Ski did most of his netting earlier this year, but no birds were 
in Spite of the fact that the nets were in position all of one 

Y.atiy birds, mostly Serins and Sparrows with an occasional wagtail 




