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- NOTES FROM THi AOU MSTING IN AUGUST 1960
By Dorothy L. Bordner

ppe AOU meeting in Ann Arbor was the usual full and interesting

.~ 1 must confess that the art and museum exhibits and the pre-

o} the Wilson Society library and other libraries were so tempt-

T played hooky from the papers sesslons part of the time to do

tching and some research on a summer project which T undertook

. on-ornithologist friend of mine.

pr, J. Bruce Falls of the University of Toronto reported on a study

out in Algonquin Park on the determination of territorial bound-

ing tape-recorded songs. The size of territory was determined by

ant of reaction the resident birds gave to the taped songs of

£ the same species, Songs of birds not resident in the area pro-

mich greater reaction than the songs of neighbors. (This use of

orded songs interested me very much because I would like to see

d tried to attract birds to bird banding traps and nets. We

en thought that a record of the Hvening Grosbeak food call or of

ening Grosbeak fight would get results - although what we would
more £.G."s I don't know.)

After giving a brief history of the problem, Dr. George J. Wallace

gan State brought the Robin versus insecticide story up to date

rt on the 1960 season. Weekly counts were made on the campus

April 18, 36 Robins were found. This was the largest count and

st dying Robin was found later that day. From this date the num-
ed weekly until only three were found. Less than half a dozen

and in the whole residential area surrounding the study area.

ctive nests were found during the season - ten of which were

and the other two contained two young each. At least 80 other

f birds in addition to Robins have been found dead of DDT poison-

higan State now has the equipment to analyze the dead birds found.

ss is quite complicated and time consuming. An explanation and

tion of the equipment was included on the Saturday field trip.

5 have shown a small amount of DDT in them,

dleanor Dater pave a descriptive paper on the esophageal di-
m of the Common Redpoll illustrated with some unusually close-up
des, This was the result of observing swellings on birds filled

fs R, A. McCabe of the University of Wisconsin reported on selection
d nest boxes by House Wrens. Oil cans were used as nest boxes.
astened in a row with each painted a different color: red,

oW, blue and white. The colors were permuted at the various

Yo prevent position errors from affecting the results. Red and
€Te the preferred colors with no significant difference between
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brown might be tried if the experimepg
nearly match the natural conditi.

ovember-Decémber 1 960

the two. It was suggested that
repeated, since this color would more

pr. Paul Hahn of the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, gave a fage
ting account of his search for specimens of some extinct North Ameriga
birds. A start in 1918 looking for Passenger Pigeons developed into .
looking for many extinct species throughout North America and Europe,
has been responsible for acquiring many specimens for museums and st
hopes to learn of more, hidden away gathering dust. As of August 19
he has found the following numbers of specimens in museums and privatg

collections:
Great Auk 77
Labrador Duck 5l
Eskimo Curlew 354
Passenger Pigeon 1417
680

Carolina Parakeet
Ivory-billed Woodpecker L21
Whooping Crane (not extinct!) 289

Mrg. Betty Carnes showed slides and demonstrated an inexpensive

Kodak camera that might be of interest to banders who wish to tak
ups of captive birds. The slides produced are super slide size.
extremely easy to handle since it has no gadgets to get. The main
tage of the camera is the great depth of field for close-ups. One
jves a range of sharp focus of 7 to 14 inches and the other setti
14 to 20+ inches, The camera is not versatile since it can be u
for flash lighted close-ups, therefore, all pictures would have
front lighting. The cost is about $41 and the camera can be obtal

only through dental supply houses.

state College, Pennsylvania
MIST NETS

(5BBA does not want to make a profit on nets ... We want sus
members . . « if you use 6 nets or more a year, it pays to become &

taining member.)

Mist Nets now avallable —- Four Shelves -- 120 Meshes Deep:

Active Member Sustaining
5 Meter 1.25 61,25
g 2.50 2,00
172 " 2.85 2.35

Postage paid on orders over $5.00. Purchaser must have net pem

Remittance should accompany order.

Send to: Mrs. J.Y. Dater, Box 242, Ramsey, New Jerseys





