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By Lillian Cardinali 1ast four nestli
jed as follows: ings were banded on August 22, Nestlings w
Ad! ere

; on of 8 nestlings

oxes of 7 each

7 boxes of 6 each

3 boxes of 5 each

2 boxes of 4 each

3 bOXes of 3 each

Having lived on a 34 acre farm for over twenty years, and havin
nature lovers since school days, Mr. Cardinali and I have kept not';
the bird activities near us. Although the House Wren is not one

favorite birds of either of us, it has become one of the two most
The Bastern Bluebird is the other.

Six years ago, Mr. Cardinali started building Bluebird and Hoyg '

nesting boxes along and within our poultry range fence. Bach yeay § ghis made a total of 96 nestli

added to the number and each year more House Wrens have nested herg ngs from June 9 to August 2
the farm. This year, there were thirty-two boxes in about an aig-f 3.
space., DBoxes are made so that the tops can be removed for easy cleg
and disinfecting, which is done in late fall, as well as for conven
in banding nestlings. Most boxes are built of old material and all}
left to weather. They are placed Ut to 5 feet from the ground, fa
toward the center of the range, in other words, away from the wood
surround the range on three sides.

since I received my bandin
g permit in 1957, Ho
» House Wrens banded ar
e
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P 1980: 113

fhis explains the title of this article

We have found House Wrens will nest fifty feet from a Great Gp
Flycatcher; bhis it has done the past two years. They will nest
same distance from a fluebird; this happened this past season.
bird had two broods of four nestlings each. The Great Crested
had six nestlings.

| n boxes on the ra

thickadee nesting at t Crested F nge have been

. Bastern King%irdsfh;ozamg time, during the 19§g°:;;h$;é and Car-

range on the trees and shiubgarrows, and Chipping Sparnowson:;:edigg
. W -

y Grea

The first House Wren nestlings were banded June 9. Of the tf me each year, rather sparse but

boxes, one had seven and the other two had six each., The second | ’ ut at least there
was banded June 17; again there were three boxes, one with eight |
and the other two with six each. The one with eight nestlings W
only box placed about ten feet up in an old oak tree near the i
has since been lowered. We had hoped a Chickadee would use the box
There was much activity outside that box, with eight to feed.

9110 banded 8-18-58
B . eturned 6-11- _
Bt it 18 et 11 e e it
‘115. - - 9 retumed N

=80808 banded 7-21-59 returned g-fg:gg

On July 5, after watching for six days the movements of the p

bringing food to one box, we opened the box on the seventh day the help they give by de

out the materisl and Lot it Jorc The mest of the Hou

gix nestlings dead. The parents had not been seen nor hear Hou it
se Sparrow' drop, then se Sparrow.
the entire day. i parrow's nest is a go in again f
many boxes so-called wreck, Thi or more
. § s has happened

Many House Wrens used the same boxes for a second broode

not even change the nesting material just added more fine grasﬁi
’ But with a little hd on Starlings but does not have so

k elp b
The House Wren does not seem to care what type of opening it P Dy a human hand, Starlings are also

long as it can carry in the twigs and coarse sticks it needs foI &
Some openings are one by two inches, others are round, 1 3/4 inch =
meter.
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