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rtici ating in the early morning b1.l'ct 
An estimated 200 persons pa . Pof listening to Bennett lect~~ 

walks of the societ y had 
th

~cca;~;~am and to see birds being bande(l, 
interestingly about 

th
e ~ t g ~rtunity to inspect a Japanese lllist n 

For many this was their rs op e As a result' much faborab le 
and to photograph a bird at clos: ;:011; will be inspe cting legs ot d interest was created and many ne 
and injured birds for bands. 

is a list of species and totals in the order in Wht. The following 
they were banded: ' 

tbi d ----- 10 1 _ Ca r ---------
h ------ 11 2 _ Tow ee -----------

3 _ Crested Flycatcher------ 1 
4 _ White-throated Sparrow --- 3 
5 _ Brown Thrasher---------- 7 
6 _ Redwinged Blackbird----- 3 
7 _ White-eyed Vireo--------- 3 
8 _Cowbird------------------ 3 
9 - Cardinal--------------- 1 

10 - House Wren-------------- 1 
11 - Blue Jay----------------- 1 

Pleasantville, N.J. 

12 _ Carolina Chickadee --- .. 
1J _ Yellow Warbler -------
14 _ Yellow-breasted Chat --
15. Ovenbird -------------- -., 
16 _ Veer-:, --------------- -
17 _ Parula Warbler --------
1a _ Blue-winged Warbler --
19 _ Wood Pewee- --------- --
20 - Robin -------------- -
21 _ Yellowthroat --------- --
22 _ swamp Sparrow -------- -

u with bis records during Seth Low, fonn er EBBA pre side6nt, kedepinatgripght showing off a banded 
M~- Sept. 19 0 - an ' F Recov. at Cape •·~' i d bird watchers. Photos by FP • to Mrs. Frank p • Fraz er an 
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REDWINO BANDING AT TUCKERTON - SUMMER 1960 

By Frank P. Frazier, Jr. & Michael Logue 
Photos by FPF Jr. 

June 1959 the authors banded 43 young Redwings at Tuckerton, N.J., 
In its (EBBA NEWS July-August 1959); this year, the banding was 

tllO "~ton a much larger scale. In seven trips, 360 young Redwings, 
t~u;estlings, were banded; a table showing dates follows: 

June 15: 144 June 26: 20 
" 16: 73 July 2: 53 
" 20 t 54 ., 1 0 : 14 
" 2J: 2 J60 

the area in which this banding was done consists of a road running 
6 town of Tuckerton for several miles southward to the Great Bay. 

t~rdered on either side by a line of dense hushes, beyond which are 1 
&XJ)BJlses of salt marsh. (See EBBA NEWS July-August and November

ber 1959.) This line of bushes is fairly continuous for most of the 
h of the road, with occasional breaks, and interrupted by several 
88 and boat-rental establis hments. We found this area to be unique 
Rechd.ng breeding areas, in that breeding was done 1n th e bushes, 
5 the birds fed out in the marsh. Therefore, territo ry seemed to 

t little concern to the birds and a much greater concentration of 
was possible - this will be discussed at more length below. 

The banding done this year differed With 1959 largely in that most 
1 birds banded this year were nestlings still in the nest, whereas 

la.st year most of the birds banded 
were 1!.ocals" already out of the nest, 
and it was naturally very time-con
swning to catch each one. Also, 
having become familiar last year 
with the Redwings' nest ing habits 
at this place we were better prepared 
to find nests more efficiently, and 
cover each part of the area more 
thoroughly. 

Nests were generally located in 
bushes outside (on the marsh side) 
of the main line of barberry bushes 
from five to seven feet above the 
ground. built in a crotch of branches. 
The majority of nests were about five 
feet above the ground wherever bushes 
were high enough to permit it; in 
some cases, the bayberry bushes were 
only about three feet high, and nests 
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were also located in these. I.ow nests of this sort were noticed ~ore 
often later in 'the season. However, in many spots, especially where 
were few or no bushes outside of the bayberry , nests were buil t in iht 
bayberry and these were usually higher than the others , probably sti,ip 
because the bayberry averaged eight to ten feet or more in heig ht an

4 suitable crotches of thinner branches for locating nests tend to be n 
the top of the bushes. 

Spacing of nests varied a great deal , and seemed to have 11.ttle 
relation to any notion of territory or , in some spots , even to avail. 
abili ty of nest si te s . Toward the outer end of the road, nest s wer 
spaced from ten to twenty yards apart , although the vegetation was q 
thick and would have pennitted many more nest s. In othe r spot s, nest 
were spaced more clo sely, and in a few places of thick vegetation , 
especially where it extended into the marsh somewhat more than usuai, 
nests were extremely clo se to eachother , some as little as four feet 
apart. It seems very probable that these extreme cases of proximity, 
ne st s represent two or more females mated to the same male , al though 
is pos si ble that even this is not the case if the territorial ins ti n 
is of such little importance here. 

Of the 116 nests from which nestlings were banded, 8 had one ne 
ling , 26 had two, 52 had three, 28 had four , and 2 had f1 ve . In a.ddi 
to these , 22 "locals" were banded , three of which had just le.ft a ne 
our approach . As might be expected, where there were only one or two 
young in a nest tnese birds were well advanced in development . We o 
found one egg, apparently sterile , in nest s which also had young 1n 
ing stages of development ; unfortunately , in the pres s of banding an4 
keeping of records , no count was kept of these , but a sterile egg waa 
found in the neighborhood of JO times. Many empty nests were found 
in some cases these were new nests in which eggs were subsequent ly 
but often this was not the case. Early in the season , before any yo 
were fiedged, it would appear that these nests were built and abando 
for unknown reasons. 

In the past, and at other Redwing areas, the behavior of the a 
birds can be of considerable assistance in locating nests, as thei r 
of agitation increases the closer one comes to a nest. However, here 
observation of a bird's "reaction " can be misleading. Otten it was 
ible to band a nestful of young without exciting the interest of an, 
bird. Sometimes a female would appear over the bander well after he 
located a nest and begun banding . It appears to be a matter of -whet 
or not a parent bird , off feeding in the marsh , happens to notic e th.I; 
its nest is being molested . On the other hand , once one or two bi· 
begin the usual reaction behavior - flying back and forth over the 
and intruder , and uttering alann notes - several more Redwings are 

1 to appear and act like the first. This may occur whether or not th 
is one of many closely spaced nests . Often from 10 to 15 Redwings 
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.... r1ng around , diving, and making noise over a nest; in these cases 
1wjoritY of the birds are males. Females, when present , are less in 

e .a e flitting about more or less quietly in the bushes. It was not 
lf!den:h;th er non-breeding individuals were involved in this behavior , 
fi1ellr b it seems likely that some would be present. t)IO\lg 

our usual procedure in finding nest s was, therefore , to igno re the 
ts 111 most cases and to comb each bunch of b\Ulhas for nests . we would, 
urse, pay attention to one or tw? adults showing sign s of agitation 00t,y, although this also could be misleading . 

Such things as the placing of nests, 
behavior of adult birds, and the nature 
of the nesting habitat here make it 
appear that the Redwing1 s territorial 
instinct has been greatly modified or 
subdued here. In the more COllllllOn 
type~ of Redwing nesting area, there 
is a broad marsh with suitable nesting 
sites interspersed in it, and in such 
places the birds maintain a distinct 
territory. However, here the nesting 
area is long but very narrow, and dis
tinct from the feeding area, which is 
a huge, fiat salt marsh with short 
grass, and no higher vegetation at all 
to provide nest sites. Obviously the 

ng•s usual territorial instinct is not operating here, as evidenced 
the very close placement of nests to each other. Those birds which 

at Tuckerton appear to have adapted themselves , as far as instinct 
concerned, to the fact that a large feeding area and a large nesting 

eX:ist beside each other but not as one habitat , as in the typical 
nng marsh", and have adapted themselves sufficiently so that a max
number of birds can utilize t~ s area , -- by placing nests more 

aely than Redwings nonnally would tolerate . It should be noted here 
t RedWings were seldom or never seen chasing each other or showing 

signs of p!Qtecting territory, as so often is seen in other places . 
&r, we have seen Redwing males singing on a perch early in the season , 

110 observations were made to see if any single bird used the same 
or occupied one area . 

This transition from a territorial Redwing to a nearly colonial 
g must have been very gradual; after the road was built to provide 

8 to a Coast Guard station at the end, and bushes grew up on each 0
-t it • . The first birds to nest out here as the bushes grew big 

t te support nests probably maintained territory , but due to the 
:Xpanse of feeding area as opposed to relatively limited nesting 

' he pressure of incoming population doubtless grew, and one of the 
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reasons for this subordination of territorial instinct may be sinipl 
pre s sure of numbers . But also , in the more usual Redwing breeding 9 

the birds nest in about the center of their territory , and are thu l 
rounded by their own feeding area , v1hich would be of le s s value to'\ 
if other Redwings were also allov1ed to feed in it. However, at 'ru:c~ 
a bird on a nest ha s only one direction in which to go to feed , whtc 
straight out to the marsh : it is by no means surrounded by its tee 
area . As far as feeding is concerned the birds need be oriented U\ 
one direction, rather than in all directions ; this may be one of th 
cipal factors which caused Tuckerton Redwings, presumably identi cal, 
makeup to other Redwings , to lose to a large extent their terri. to11.a 
instinct. 

Undoubtedly , a great deal of further observation and study 0 ~ t 
Tuckerton Redwings is necessary before amplifying this theory muoh 
further - and we hope to be able to do so - but indications at pres 
seem to support these reasons fo r the dense breeding population here 
One might say in pa s sing that this is a good example of the many a 
of study which are opened through banding. 

SHOREBIRD MIGRATION 
at THOMASTON, MAINE 

*** 
Frederick v. Hebard, of Philadelphia, Pa., 
"I suggest you plan to band next year at 
After my experience this summ.er I can say 
great deal of confidence that except poas 1 

Chatham and vicinity on Cape Cod, Thomaston has a greater shorebird 
ration than any place on the eastern seaboard north of Pea Island , N 
It was absolutely fantastic what we saw there, the numbers and Yar1 
were tremendous •••• The birds arrive on the full moon 1n July, A: 
and September in greater numbers than at other times."** 

MIST NETS 
(EBBA does not want to make a profit on nets ••• We want susta 

members • • • if you use 6 nets or more a year, it pays to take out • 
sustaining membership) 

Mist Nets Now Available -- Four Shelves -

5 Meter 
9 " 

12 " 

Active Member 
$1.25 
2 • .50 
2.8.5 

120 Meshes Deep 
Sustaining Member 

$1.25 
2.00 
2.3.5 

Postage paid on orders over $.5.00. Purchaser must have net 
Remittance should accompany order. 

Send to: Mrs. J. Y. Dater, Box 242, Ramsey, N.J. 
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WORLD-WIDE STUDIES ON BIRDS AND VIRUSES 
By C • Brooke Worth 

At the beginning of August , 1960 , I le.ft Johanne bu 
,: had been asso ciated for two years with the Ar;h rg , d 5:th Africa , 

fO.h Unit. lliring this period we included birds in ~h~ i1sf~/!irus 
"" tnat were studied as possible re servoirs or t rt ld 
,,.,J t viru typ S ranspo ers of a number 
di!teren s es . ome of the virus es are related to Eastern 
119 ,ll:ncephalitis viru s which caused the outbreak in N J 
,uauneI' of 1959. Evidence that birds are of major im ewri:rsey during 
trig such viruses 1n nature in South Africa was not sk nee Hin rnain-

'-- a4n s probable that they are of greater significa onl g. owever 
~ t t nee e sewhere. ra1 v1rus ypes were ac ually re covered from bird b t t 

to be peculiar to avian hosts and therefore ofs , u mos of these 
t~ imal Th bird no concern to man ~es c an s. e 13 were either shot or caught in mist t 

t in some cases when nestling s were collected parti 1 ly ne s , 
tJ,e :Egrets. • cu ar young 

On 'the way home I had the pr1 vile e f 
1n Poona India A di g O visiting the Virus Research 

"· • • new sease, related to Ru i 
!-llllitis, was discovered a few yea.r a i ss an Spring-Summer 
gNup. of Viruses is tranSlllitted bys ti g~ n near-by Kyasanur Forest. 
becQte important in this in ta b c s rather than mosquitoes, and 

IOllletimes transportt1td for re:.t nee ecause it is known that ticks 
this reason the Virus nese!rch c:t:n:: :!!:~ff\ t~ migrating species. 

With India's foremost ornithologist D Salims e a collaborative 
History Societ Bird • r. Ali of the Bombay 

r they are infeci;d with s~re r,etted in Kyasanur Forest to find 
to the Rann of Kutch during ~!e!~t~~,:l~~ in taddition expeditions are 

.... w, ...... gra ion to net and band 




