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A SKY NET RIG 
By Roy Dietert 

hich is situated on a medium sized nort 
At our banding station, wt ing has been moderately suocess tu1 

New Jersey suburban back ya~tra~~~~ to the maze traps , parti cular l y 'ln 
Many seed eating birds ~~:d: can be caught in low nets , which are er r, 
winter, and low flying Watching the bird traffic in the yard, esp~ 
ive up to about 7 feet . t it was soon concluded that elevated 
migrating warblers , virteohs,tek~~g of these high flying species , thu s hould greatly improve e a 
:idening the scope of our banding operation s. 

desi ned is in its present form, ett 
The "Sky Net" rig which was to 2~ feet•'is simple to construct , 

ive from approximately 
8 

feet u~rson A bo~us not originally antict pa 
can be operated easily by one i d iess obstruction is created in the 
is that, since the nets a~\rab s\~rn by wandering crea tu res. ya rd and nets are less ap O e 
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FIG'.1 POLE CONSTRUCTION 

Observation of the bird IIIO 
ment through the yard is a 
ential in order to est imat, 
the optimum position an~, 
course, it is neces sary; to 
have proper clearance fop 
raising and lowering t he n 

The rigging consists oft 
poles which are made or , 
ard iron pipe sectio ns , aa 
embled and mounted in two 
pipe sleeves set in cone 
in the ground. The p0l es 
are light enough so t hat 
can be lifted into and out 
their emplacement and laid 
on the ground , if necessa 
for adjustment and repain 
The net s are raised and 
ered by a rope and pulle1 
system which pennit s a 10 
operator to handle t he ho 
ing from one posi ti on. t 
nets remaining level at 
times . Poles are set far 
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ugh apart to accomodate the length of the net with some allowance for 
st i ng tension on the net lines. 

Figure 1 shows the pipe assembly for the poles . It is necessary , 
t hi s configuration , to guy the 1/2" elbow at the top of the pole 

a t ree or other firm anchorag e. Figure 2 illustrates the rigging at 
hoisting end. The far pol e requires only single pulleys to operate 
net support. Otherwise the rigging is similar. Two nets are rigged , 
from each 1 /2" pipe side ann . 

The rigging could also be adapted to wooden poles or two tall trees 
cl&a:i:-trunks , properly spaced, by which means even greater height 

d be reached , if desired. 

Our catch of warblers, vireos, etc. has been augmented, and to our 
l1.se, a Pileated Woodpecker was netted. 

lh®le, N.J. :t:t:t 

(Wit h these clear and beautiful drawings, Roy Dietert wins the 
PICTURE CONTEST PRIZE for this issue. 2 nets will be sent him) 




