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il bl e a small SOI.Ckle to out weeds. V1n 
While I usuall.Y have ba~ruc~ions which so often menace a netting 

brambles and oth er such O :ib l e to hew t hese entang l ements low eno-u 
lane. it is not alwa!~ fs8 it is being suspended from one pole to tll_e 
avoid snagging th en c1. 1 aut i on must be exercised 1n erecting t he 
other. Therefore spe a c t at all difficult, but when a bander 
With an assistant, thi. s 1 ; n~ecessity again proves t o be the motbe:r 
les the explo i t by himsel d, th foll owing is an example of one of th 
inve nti on.in many ways an e 

.J..tt hole drilled th rough each secti on of t he 
The reas on for th e li h 3 is to accomodate an 1811 p 

sawed-off mast, menti one d J11 h~ra~~st thro ugh this bole. The lo; 
of st iff wire or dowell w c s fo llowed by trammels 2, 3 & 4 l 
trammel is pla ced on th e pole /i~t, wire is to preven t t he trannnel 
in that order . The purpos~ ~ the s groun d and be coming entangled in 
from slipping down t he mabils. the net is being strung to the oth er 
weeds or bramble s . etc. w e 

dy faste ned on one pole' I proce ed to 
With the trammels alrea While hol ding the net high with one 

the net to i t s maximum l e~gthd weeds the other hand is free to pi 
keeping it away from brus an • t re t ching the net to th e e.xa.qt 
the 3' iron pip~; then by c~~ 11{h! iron pipe is j abbed into '~hat 
where the pole is to be anc r the trammel ends to a small nar row 
leaving both hands free to ti~ulders With the trammels eleva ted 
whi ch is fas t ened around my k 5 the n;t taut• both hands are r ree 
by standing at an angle ~o ~~nd with the sledge hammer. Into tbia 
drive the J' pipe into t e g :wed off mast The trammels are 
hole goes the ot her half of tth~ ~he ~ame orde~ as aforementione d. 
secured in place on this mas in 

t 1 5, two 5• masts are te l esco 
In order to elevate th e poles do. to• the 5• mast alr eady i n t 

together and this is then t:~:s:t: ~ 10, lightweight wooden stick 
ground. In order to raise ' d of this is attached a small 
bamboo pole :works nicel~• (To the en er the net after it has be en 
clothesline hook which is u sed f ~w the wooden pole under the u 
to the top of the poles ) . By P ac t f 15., or so The second t 
trammel, it can be p~shedd up the /:X:\h/~est of t):l.e \rammel s , work 
is then pushed up 15' an so on 
up each mast alternately. 

, i ht ffers little diffic ultf 
To extricate birds ~rom ~b~ 0 15~e h:igh~' unless one bands i n o 

an experienced bander. ~m adders are already available, it is a 
orchards or such. where 15 l h d in t he l ower pockets fi rst, 
help, while extricating birds erune~ e rin trammel by trammel un 
have someone carefully and sl owlythowe e~ost part of the net . 
last bird has been release d from 8 upp * 

peterson 
t,4.ven ~;ia.nd, Nebraska 
artnd :i;r,1and B.B.A.News) 
(fl'O"' 
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My year-round netting area is a shelterbelt 
associated with several nearby brush clumps 
and grain fields. It is located on the Grand 
Island, Nebraska, municipal airport property. 
I also operate baited tr~ps in this area. 

})ave found that placement of nets must vary with the seasons to 
I t results. lliring the fall , winter and spring seasons birds are 

~ ~\ls' present in small, restle ss flocks. These birds can often be 
~ en 1nto the nets by care.fully walking through the cover and herding 

'V9lt 
8 

a band of sheep. One soon learn s the more favored route s 
~ by birds, and the proper pattern of net placement is determined 

trial and error. 

J)ri:ving birds is an art in itself. If done too rapidly they may 
tar ov-er the net. If too slowly, they may disperse and drift around 

twaY' trom the net. The best method is to keep tnem hopping along 
t,usb to bush in low, short flights. At the critical moment one 
d st ep more rapidly so that the birds will flush forward directly 
the net. Sometimes a car can be parked in a location that will 
to direct the birds in a certain direction. An assistant or a 
crow made of an old coat can accomplish the same thing. 

At my shelterbelt , small flock s of birds occasionally break out and 
across a field to a nearby patch of red cedars. By placing a net 
ss the side of the patch facing the shelterbelt many birds are caught 
at t he end of their flight. Tree, Lincoln , Song and Clay.colored 
ws are the species most frequently netted by driving small flocks 

I usually set up J or 4 nets and move continuously f'rom one net to 
,next unt il I am thro ugh banding f or t he day. If the usual number 

s are present in the area, 4 ne t s are all I can take care of alone. 
t t t 

SHOREBIRD BANDING IN VERMONT 
By Bruce Adams 

When I went to Vermont to attend college , I anticipated plenty of 
sting banding . But I never expected that a major part of that 

~Ou.ld be with shorebirds. 

'Since 1957, Nonnand St . Jaques has been trapping shorebirds at a mud 
Ilea on the shore of Lake Champlain. Although we have since tried 
they have not been vecy successful as the birds seem adept at dodg

nets. The banding has been accomplished almost entirely with a 
Version of the all-purpose trap , shown in the diagram below. 
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I The circular traps at the lead-ends opposite the all-purpos e 
fewer birds, but served to catch those that chose to run in that di 
tion when arriving at the lead. There were generally about ten in . 
all-purpose for every one in a circular cage. The circular cages 
about the size of a Brenckle trap. The whole trap has caught as 
35 birds at a time, and it has also caught Savannah Sparrows along 
the shorebirds. 

The success of this trap rests in the fact that we have a pre 
of mud flats and an absence of tides. From the last week in Augus 
through September, as the water in the lake goes down, there is a 
petual low tide, so to speak. This enables us to leave the tra p 
tinually without having to worry about its becoming covered with 
Stanley Dickerson recently remarked to me that development of a po 
all-purpose trap would be a big asset to banding. It would part 
solve the tide problem, where the banding was done in a mud nat 
which is present only during low tide. 

In a recent article about Piping Plovers in the AUK, LeroY 
mentioned that the bands on many return birds were worn and thin• 
did not notice this on the only two returns we had, but future l'f 
may be different. 
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'1'• Gilb ert Pear son' s "Birds of America" states that the Yellow-legs 
• eil.Y' attracted to decoys, hence a favorite with the gUMers" (in the '!tten 1t _ -iJas a game bird). I found thi s to be true ; in fact they seem 
~ attra o-ced to the trap when any kind of bird i s in it . Although r 
U red onlt t'WO this year , they were chronic repeaters , often together . 

Banding Totals 

~ite-rumped Sandpiper 1 
jAa.St Sandpiper 18 JO JO 
semipa.lmated Sandpiper 175 35 6o 
sander ling J6 4 
spatted Sandpiper 5 
l(11ldeer 1 1 
5tm1palmated Plover 1 O 1 
RU,ddy Turnstone 9 
pectoral Sandpiper 1 
J)owitcher 1 
Lesser Yellow-legs 2 

a,tumsi One Semipalmated Sandpiper banded July 29, 1958, returned 
JPgUst 28, 1959; and one Sanderling banded September 10, 1957, re-

on September 4, 1959 • 

*** 
!lliQ. BANDED THE MOST OF tlli!,I? 

Edited by Lillian Cardinali 

Bare is the second installm t f ho ey in 1959 (o by EBBA en o w banded the mostest in EBBA 
by thi r members nearby), according to reports 

1959 tota~ depar::nt. Those members who haven't yet sent in 

toN sen~•t::m too:;s:~~~r~~~!~:ly~~e~; ~ri:ed 4h6e0re, 
• .J • , X , 

Species 

lllow-bUled Cuckoo 
0k-b1ll ed Cuckoo 

Bander 

Gladys Cole (Md.) 
Mr. & Mrs. S.S.Dickerson (.t-',isc) 
Walter K. Bigger (N.J. & Pa,) 
Mabel Warburton (Pa.) 
Mr. & Mrs. S.S.Dickerson (Misc) 

N£:. 
14 
12 
7 
4 
4 




