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Meantime I had draped all my belongings around on the trees to 
After breakfast we had a good walk and returned to camp to pack up to 
l Our fishing boat arrived early in the afternoon and sent a '11. 
a:8'~~; to take us off. In spite of a few discomforts I would like to 
have stayed on the islands much longer -- so much to see and do th~re 
We arrived safely back at Queenscliff about four p.m. and luckily I .ia 
offered a ride back to Melbourne as I looked altogether too much a vi 

to travel on the train. 

When the Convener's official report and summary arrived, I was 
amazed to discover that we had banded 1260 birds and had counted ?659 
individual s of 48 species. Besides the ones already mentioned, we sa 
Bar-tailed Godwits, Marsh Sandpipers, a White-headed Stilt, Pac~fic 
Gulls Australian Pilicans, Arctic Skuas, Swamp Harrier, Pere gnnes , 
Olcks: Spine-tailed Swifts, a Narrow-billed Bronze Cuckoo, Australia n 
Pipits, Ground-larks, Skylarl<s, Goldfinch (these last are introduced, 
birds), Starlings and House Sparrows. 

(Edi tor's note s: The Above report was taken from letters frol)A 
North to Mrs. Stanley s. Dickerson of Spotswood, N .J • Many EBBA lll8!11 
will remember Mrs. North as an indefatigable worker for two years at 
Island Beach. In spite of her 72 years, she put "Island Beachers" to 
shame with her boundless energy and her faultless record-keeping. EMD) 

"Bilati", 26 Tennyson st., Sandringham S 8, Victoria, Australia. 

NET REPAIR MATERIALS 

EBBA President .Eleanor E. later, 259 Grove St., Ramsey, N.J. llr1 
"The· export finn in Japan that supplies us with nets has graciously 
me two hanks of nylon transverse line for repairing or replacing brok 
line s A friend of mine is making heavy, nat aluminum needle s for 
weaVi~g the line through thee net. Anyone desiring line may have it 
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is enclosed with the request~ A 
charge of 25¢ will be made for the needle . State yardage needed. * * 

Four Shelves 

5 Meter 
9 " 
12 " 

MIST NETS 

Active MElllber 
$ 1.25 

2.50 
2.85 

Postage paid on orders over $5.00. Purchaser must have n 
permit. Remittance should accompany order. Send to: 
Mrs. J.Y. IR.ter, Box 242, Ramsey, N.J. 
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METHODS OF MIST NET ERECTION 

uest !or contributions - at the start of John Given's article 
(our ~;n of Mist Nets" in the previous issue - has resulted in three 
11,red ~bich, "11th a reprint from Inland Bird Banding News, follow:) 
916ces · 

}'lllond Bubb Starting with the poles, I found that a two-piece 
Bf Ba dison Ave. pole was much easier to transport than one long 
917 Ma pa section. Poles for a nwnber of nets can be carried 
fork• • very easily in a narrow cloth bag (my wife made such 

a bag of denim at very low cost.) The poles were 
cut from stock aluminum tubing, at around 22¢ a foot. 

the bottom section I made of 5/8" (inside diameter) aluminwn tubing 
• iong. The top section is made of ½" (inside diameter) aluminum 

fbing 5311 long. Now the outside diameter of the ½" tubing is a little 
re than 5/8", so a friend of mine who worl<s in a machine shop reamed ':t th:e 5/8" tubing so that the top section would slide neatly into the 

0 ttom section. Next, J inches from one end of the bottom section I put 
~)/18" bolt through the tubing to act a s a stop for the top section. 
1hf0Ugh one end of the top section I put a 3/16" pin to act as a top 
catch for the top trammel of my net. This top pin isn't nec essarily 
usfld all the time, if the net is needed close to the ground. 

Each met loop contains a rubber band, with a red one on the top 
trmmnel. The rubber bands hold the net in place without hooks on the 
,oles and can be adjusted very quickly . If I plan an early Saturday 
aqmi.ng set, I can easily set up my nets Friday night and hook all the 
i,mber bands on the hook at the top. This keeps the net compressed high 
111d 60.t of the way of night travelers such as deer, etc. (I have noticed 
aeer tracks under my net area on one such occasion.) Early Saturday 
.oming the net can be dropped open in short order. 

This next stop in my method is one of the biggest time savers in 
tbl !ield 1 but required some work at home to perfect. I realized that 
& major problem was to find a way to stake out the poles to hold my net, 

I planned a stake of aluminum that I can put in the ground and insert 
f/ bottem section on a pin. This was accomplished by making a wood 

ern of the stake and having it cast of aluminum (for lightness) at 
• nearby foundry. This cost will vary per foundry , but will be in the 
~hborhood of $1. 00 a piece. 

"'· Now I have a light weight stake that I can press into the ground 
,wilJJy foot, set my bottom section on the pin, hook the rubber bands 
Ind unroll the net to the proper distance 1 then repeat with the sec­
pole. These stakes have thin ribs which help hold once placed in 

aeil or muddy spots. Once in a while a guide rope will be needed. 
"'1th this section arrangement, some extra sections can be made so 

net can be raised some to suit the terrain. 




