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NETTING BANK SWALLOWS 
By Eleanor E. Later 

There i s a sand bank about a mile from our home that ha s had ~ 
colony of Bank Swallows every year for about 20 years. The owner , ~ 
McKee, always reserve s one bank for them until nesting i s complete~ 
Thi s year , with the aid of a prospective bander, I tried my luck nett 
the birds. 

On June 25th , a Saturday evening, we set two nine meter nets ~lo 
one bank , one net above the other. We worked from 7:J0 p .m. untu 9

1 p .m, and caught 14 adults and 20 immature Bank Swallows -- no repeats 

On Sunday , June 26th, we arri.ived at 9 :J0 a.m. and worked untu 
2 Thi s time we caught 17 adults and 2 immatures , We returned again at 

6:45 p.m. and worked until 9 :00 p.m. tals::1 .. ng 10 adults and 20 i.nunatu.:re 
There were 4 repeat s during the day on Sunday , one of which was an 
immature. One adult repeated three times . On Sunday evening one ad,\Q; 
repeated. One of the last birds to be taken from the nets on Sunday 
was a Rough-winged Swallow . 

As the sand bank faces the east, it was extremely hot during the 
day. This .may or may not account for there being so few immatures 
during the heat of the day. 

Setting ~ ~: The top net was placed about one foot below the 
lowest tunnel entrance. This allowed the birds to enter without in te 
ference. Most of the birds were caught on the inside of the net on 
their way out and in the same pocket. The distance between the net 
the bank varied from 5 to 9 feet, as the bank was irregular. This di 
ance was arrived at after several adjustments . Birds returned to tbe 
tunnels about every 25 minutes allowing us time to adjust the height o 
the nets. The lower net acted more to prevent birds from flying under 
than catching them. 

**t 
OOUOLAS WHITMAN WINS 
PICTUm; OONTEST PRIZE 

The prize for the best picture printed in thij 
issue goes to J . Ihuglas Whitman, RFD 1, Jo 
N.Y. for his striking photograph of the SP! 
Hawk on the front cover . Bander Whitman wins 

two mist nets or a $5.00 Geoff Gill trap. (Let u s know which you want 
!hug. - Ed.) 

(Inelligible for prizes are the delightful sketches by D:>rothy 
Bordner, EBBA NEWS Art Editor, which appear as department headings, e 

EBBA NEWS Page 7J 

EVENING GROSBEAKS IN STATE COLLEGE, PENNSYLVANIA 

By D:>rothy L. Bordner 

The first bird we banded when we began in April, 1955, was an 
Grosbeak _ perhaps a warning of what was to come. Before the 

Oft)sbeaks left that spring we banded three more. In spite of pinched 
ftngers, we looked forward to visits in following winters. 

We feel that for winter visitors such as the Evening Grosbeak the 
totals for the entire winter give a better picture than a yearly total 
JO we have done all our tabulating on this basis, 

SEASON TOTALS 

Foreign 
Repeating Total Repeats & Foreign 
Individuals R eats Returns Returns Ret r a s 

0 0 0 0 0 
1 9 262 2 98 1 

0 0 0 0 0 
480 949 8 34 

6 68 4 0 
1222 120 0 




