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LEGISLATION TO REMOVE IMPORT OOTIES FROM FOWLING NETS 

(The following i s copied from a circular let ter of the Western Bird 
After realizing that an expedition of thi s sort should have a Uni Banding Association . EBBA members are urged to write to their Re-

versity backing , I prepared an application fo r a three-year study of presentatives in Congress; the name of your congressman can be ob-
birds of the Canary Islands fo r the consideration of the Council of th tained by calling your library or local newspaper . -Ed.) 
Laboratory of Ornithology , Cornell University. The Council, at a meet 
in December, 1959, approved the plan in general and specifically ppro 
a preliminary expedition to start January 1, 1960. I felt that there 
enough of my friends and others interested in the subject who might b 
willing , to contri bute to such a venture by sending checks to Cornell 
University. 

On the basis of our objectives and our University backing we were 
able to get a distinguished number of American and European omitho lo 
gists to act as an Advisory Committee. As I am not a profe ssional o 
thologi st, I realized that our expedition must be able to attract men 
this caliber who would come out and spend varying periods of time wit 
I am happy to say that of the fifteen members, twelve have indicated 
me their desire to do ju st thi s. Realizing that we must have a comf~ 
house tor headquarters which would care fo r gue~ts , we rented one in 
smal l Spanish town of Baj amar on the northeast coast of the island ot 
Tenerife. 

on February 15, 1960, Representa ti ve William Widnall of Massachuset ts 
ntraduced H.R. 10426 in the u. S, House of Representa tive s. It was im­
edia tely referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. This bill provides 
hat the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended, be further amended to exempt 
Nets or sections or parts of nets, finished or unfinished, of whatever 
terial or materials composed, for use in taking wild birds" from im-
rt duties. 

The JO~ duty on mist nets we now use for bird banding and for other 
ci entific studies, would be removed by this bill. This would of course 
eeult in savings to the many scientific, educational, and govenunental 
gencies , and the many citizen cooperators of the u. s. Fish and Wildlife 
erv'ice who use such bird nets. 

We urge you to write your Representative in Washington, D.c., as 
on as possible to indica te your per sonal intere st in having fa vorable 

ction taken on H.R. 10426. Letters to your Senators are also very im­
rtar'lt so that they will be alert to this same bill when it reaches the 

loor ot the Senate. 
We received many enthusiastic letters from ornithologist s, but n 

more so than the Spanish authori ties who have gi ven us their :omplete 
cooperation . Professor Francisco Bemis of the Sociedad Espanola de 
tolog!a has supplied us with a generou s quantity or ring s. It is significant to note that Eleanor E. Dater, Council Chairman of 

h North American Council of Bird Banding Associations has repre sented 
The last two months have been spent in planning, organization an s well in thi s regard . She has had the able assistance of Dr. William 

mist netting . We have been most fortunate in having as our fir st gue·-.u~,rv of South Lincoln , Mass. , who i s chairman of the committee on "Nets 
Wl.adyslaw Rydzewski, Ph. D., one of the members of our Advisory Commit ty Free " 1n the drafting and introduction of thi s bill . It now needs 
(and Publisher of !!!§. RING, international banding magazine -Ed.). tive support so that it will not die in committee for lack of interest. 

We have been successful in banding birds of t he following 

Canary - Serinus canarius 
Spanish Sparrow - Passer hispaniolensis 
Linnet - Carduelis cannabina 
Blackcap - Sylvia atricapilla 
Berthelot•s Pipit - Anthus berthelot11 
Chaffinch - Fringilla coelebs 
Rock Sparrow - Petronia petronia 
Song Thrush - Turdus ericetorum 
European Robin - Frithacus rubecula 
Hoopoe - Upupa epops 
Spectacled Warbler - Sylvia conspicillata 

Baj amar, Tenerife, Islas Canarias, Spain 

i'.'ll:i'. 

The Eastern Bird Banding Association has started 
an exchange of ornithological publications to be 
housed and catalogued in the Agricultural Library 

01 Patterson Building, The Pennsylvania State University, University ' 
ark, Pennsylvania. In thi.1.s exchange are (1) THE FLORIDA NATURALIST of 
he F.l.or1.da ~udubon Society, (2) THE MIGRANT of the Tennessee Ornitholo­

~~1ety, (J) THE R.AVEN of the Virginia Society of Ornithology (4) 
nd ( ) llA.KOTA BIRD NOTES of the South Iakota Ornithologists• Uni~n 

5 I.ER VOOELRING from Cologne, Qennany. ' 
wi~ P:nnsylvan1a State University has about 14,ooo students on cam­

\ 1• ho ~ (graduate and undergraduate) students majoring in zoology. 
Me P this collection Will grow and benefit many people. 

IT1ll Wood, who 1a responsible for the initiation of this exchange. ) 
Yel'ait7 Park, Pennsylvania 
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