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' 1'h<·) purposes of the SPECL"~S book are several: 1. it is obviously Table No. 3 illustrat es the manner in which these "fiata are recorded. 
helpful to keep a]'.l data relating to one species 1n one pl.ace; 2, such On the fit'st lin e the firs t item is the band number; the second space ls 
a record expedites scheduling at t.he end of each calendar year; 3, loss ifor the species name, age and sex; the third is for the banding date. The 
of e.ithe1· of these books doef; not mea;:1 that one 9 s records are lost as an emaining thre e colwnns ar e used to record subsequent recaptures by noting 
of the: recO!'ds rnay be reproduced from. two of the others. This is most i the date and underlining i t if it ls a return instead of a repeat. Red 
portant as tho daily journal ~;r daily sheets used under field. conditions .. k may al.so be used to denote returns, as suggested by Mrs. Warburton (THE 
un<:forgo considerable we~r and tearo RING, f:lo. 18: 106 ) . An as terisk is used t:, denote any "special notes" data 

'.WJtl.ch ·are recorded on the reverse side of the card. Reference cards, 3 x 5 
1'able No, 2 inch, are used. This method was adapted from that of James Baird of the 

Norman Bird Sanctuary, Middletown, R. I., who additionally uses a signal 
SONG SPARROt·/ - AOU #581 - !'ielospiza mP.lo:iia system which tells him at a glance what birds are 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year 

returns. These cards are filed under the species name which is on a 3 x 5 
1-1-__:...:.:........:.!...;:_......,~:......:..;::..=..;=---,:...:.:....1!_;~~.!.4~+-----• ------------ inch tab card, again ~n the AOU checklist order. 

Table No. 2 ilh1strate,3 a pJ.,c;·.:: t.a'-c,m fr0m the SPECIES book. The 
spcc1.es, A'JU-number, com:1J.on and. ;:;cie:,tLfi.c names are given at the top of 
the pag8. The 8} by 1 i inch lined sh..::2ts are again used but divided thi 
timo into t(,;o mlliill ;i_;-id. ti-;o large colUJnns on both sides. In the small 
c,)lu:1111 is entered th3 date; in th,:: lar- 5 e column opposite the date ls pos 
th,~ mL-nber of thG band u3rc:d, the tra,:J or n•3t sLt,~ that captured the blrd,i 
the age, sex, and measurclnentso Thes:3 sheets are then placed in the boo 
in AOU c1rnckli::it order. Table No. 2 shows certain numbers follo-wing the 
measurcm,]nts. Th"se nu..'llbers indicate the status of the bird with regard 
to numbers banded of all species fo:::- that year, and the second number 
indicates the n1L11ber of birds banded 0£ that species for that year. 
Example: (20lH) indicates that 2011-0 birds have been previously banded 
that year and ths following number "J7" means that this is the J7th Song 
Sparr·ow banded this year. These numbers or keys may not be wholly neces 
sary but they greatly facilitate references to the daily record which is 
similarly im.mbered and they serve as an aid in using these books as eras 
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Other banders using this system have called it foolproof. Within 
the limits set by occasional transcriptional errors which can happen in 
any system, it is a cut above other systems by providing double and even 
triple checks. I would suggest that any bander who feels that he is un
able to post two permanent records compromise by at least setting up a 
BANDS book as soon as possible. If he has the same experience as other 
banders instituting this system he will be amazed and stunned at the 
number of bands for which he cannot account. 

referenees to eliminate errors. Any error becomes immedlatelv apparent I Spotswood, New 
and as every bander knows, it Ls much easier to remember circumstances 

Jersey :.t :.t t 

and situations that occured yesterday morning rather than the discover,t 
of an error six months after the actual band in qu~stlon was used. 

MORE RECOVERIES FROM NORRISTOWN, PA. 
By Raymond J. Middleton 

In the past, many banders have used an individual card for each bird(Mr. Middleton's Bluejay recoveries 
banded. Such a system is fine until the bander graduates to a thousand issue; more of his recovery data of 
or more new birds banded annually; it then becomes an almost impossible ibelow. -Ed.) 
chor12. Ho;;ever, in the case of station repeats and returns the use of in, 

were published in the Nov.-Dec. 1959 
over thirty years of banding appear 

dividual cards appears to have considerable value. As soon as the bird 
repeats Lt gets a card on which all subsequent date are recorded. Here rA 1 OOZ3Z 
too are recorded any special notes ~~ch as injuries, plumage, etc., that 

4
_

158883 may have been noted in the daily record at the time of banding. 

WHI'rE-THROATED SPARROW 

Banded October 8, 1928, trapped April 29,1930 at Manchester, 
N. H. by James McGreel 
Banded May 2, 1035, trapped May 8, 1938 at St. Paul's Island, 
off Cape Breton, Nova Scotia 



, 
' ' 
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B 119247 Bande Octob er 4, 1930, trrynped April 26, 1937 at S. Milwauk~ 
Wisc. Mrs. Fred E. Hook 
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MALLARD 

50-1 ljljl-181 Banded April 27, 1952, trapped November 9, 1952 at Pembertoni .50_7l1 .5737 
New Jersey by W. A. Jarvis 

Banded July 12, 19.50, hand rear.ed and released at 3 weeks of 
age by the N. Y. Conservation Dept. at Conevango Valley, N. Y., 

.52-117,241 Banded October 27, 19.53, killed by a Sparrow Hawk on Februar.} caught and released June 9, 1951+ :i.t Norristown, Pa. 
6, 19.54 at Holmdel, N. J • 

.53-117'+73 Banded October 22, 1954, killed by cat December 12, 19.54 at 
Swarthmore , Pa ., reported by C. Bro,::ike Worth 

OCCURRENCE AND MEASUREMENTS OF BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES AT MONKTON, MD. 
By Stephen W. Simon 

.51~-174Ji.80 Banded May 9 , 19.58, found dead May 1.5, 19.58 in a school yard 
at Kitter-3 , Maine - only six days later (This paper was first published in Maryland Birdlife for March, 19.59) 

40-186766 Banded ~.ay .5, 1941, shot Januar-3 12, 1942 at Hemingway, S . C, 
40-186761 Banded May 2, 1941, caught November 18 , 1941 a t Gallivant ' s The 46 Black-capped Chickadees (Parus atricapillus) banded at Monk-

Ferry, S. C. ton, Baltimore County, Maryland, during the winter of 19.54-.5.5 have been 
39-106371 
35-132259 
34-158617 

B 170021 

Jh-158625 
48-1788J8 
50-144411 

Banded October 3, 1938, caught March 10, 1939 at Ridgeland , ~ discussed by the author in Maryland Bird.life 12 (3): 75-8.5, September 
Banded October 9, 193.5, caught March 1.5, 1936 at Grunden, s . C 19.56. Also mentioned was t he one Bla ck-capped Chickadee banded the fol
Banded October 17 , 1934 , band found on stump December 10, 19~ lowing year on December 26, 195.5. It remained through the spring and 
at Gallivant •s Ferry , s •. C. · summer of 1956 and was last seen on July 25, 1956. It returned two years 
Banded October 8, 1931, found dead January 15, 1933 at Hope later when it was caught on March 1, 1958. It did not repeat after that 
Mills, N. C. · date. A Black-capped Chickadee was heard singing as late as August 31, 
Banded October 18 , 1934 , killed February 1, 1936 at Bethel , N 1956, but it was not detennined whether or not it was banded. One Black
Banded October 9, 19l~9, killed J~nuary 7, 1953 at Fashion , N, capped Chickadee was banded .on October 4, 1956. It repeated on November 
Banded November 10 , 1951, shot Februar-3 29, 1952 at Raleigh , 10 and was not seen or heard again that winter. 
North Carolina 

47-119785 Banded at Quebec, Canada September 28, 1911-s, 
1952 at Norristown, Pa. 

trapped March 4, Another large group of Black-capped Chickadees came to Monkton in 
the winter of 1957-58. Robbins (Maryland Birdlife 14: 26-27) reported 
that Maryland was at the southern fringe of an invasion. That winter 

SCARLET TANAGER 37 Black-capped Chickadees were banded at Monkton, 9 fewer than during 
the winter three years before . (Only 10 were banded at Laurel by Robbin s 

40-15811-64 Banded September 8, 1948 as Adult male, found dead August 8, a s compared with 17 in 1954-55.) The arrival date at Monkton was October 
1956 at Lake Hiawatha, N. J. 14, 1957, when the first one was banded. The last one was banded and 

COWBIRD 
the last one repeated on April 19, 1958. The final departure date was 
May 2, 1958 when a Black-capped Chickadee was heard singing. (Laurel 
arrival dates and departure dates were October 30, 1957 and April 29, 

B 170389 Banded April 17, 1932, shot November 28, 1932 near Tampa, Fl a 19_58.) Table 1 gives a summary of the dates of occurrence at Monkton. 

000 PER' S HAWK Number Banded Arrival Depart u re 

B 61_5884 Banded July 1, 1939 at Demarest, N. J. by Beecher Bowdish, 
shot one mile from Norristown, Pa. on September 18, 1939 

1954-55 
1955-56 
19.56-57 
1957-58 

46 
1 
1 

10/ 26/ 54 
11/ 6/ 55 
1 o/ 4/56 
10/1 4/ 51 

6/27/ 55 
8/ 31/ 56 

11 / 10/ 56 
5/ 2/ 58 

A l~!+J9J9 

A 1-1-58719 
A 44J9J8 

36-403690 

SPARROW HAWK 37 and 1 return 

Banded June 11, 1932, killed October 24, 1932 in Nash County, Table 2 shows the Wing-Tail measurements of Black-capped and Car
North Carolina olina (Parus carolinensis) Chickadees banded at Monkton since the win
Banded June 12, 19)3, killed January 1, 19311-at Georgetown, S ter of 1954-55. The measurement s were to the neare st 0. 5 mm. For 
Banded June 11, 1932, killed November 17, 19)2 at Augusta, convenience , in the table the 0.5 mm. measurement s were raised to the 
Georgia. This bird was a nestmate of A443939. next 1. 0 mm. (The 6 Carolinas and 9 Black-caps measured at Laurel by 
Banded June 19, 1941, shot October 3, 1941 at Clayton, N. C. 




