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RECOVERIES FROM BURLINGTON, VERMONT 

By Normand St. Jaques 

HERRING GULL 

THE PERMANENT RECORDING OF BANDING DATA 
By Elise M. Dickerson 

Early in 1958 I received a request from Dr. W. Rydzewski, the editor 
Banded May 26, 1957, found dead June 18, 1958 at Staten Is- of THE RING, to write a description of the method of recording banding 
l~nd, N. Y. data that is in use at our banding station. Since I had already furnished 

RING-BILLED GULL 
many new handers with just such information, I was happy to do so and it 
subsequently appeared in the July, 19 58 issue of THE RING (Vol. 11, No .16). 
However, this system was actually devised with the help of many other band-

Banded June 11, 
New York 

1957, found dead March 28, 1958 at Brooklyn, ers and it has since been improved by suggestions from various others; 

Banded May 24•, 1958, 
Beach, Florida 

found dead December J1, 1958 at Miami 
therefore, it must be understood that even though it has come to be known 
as the "Dickerson System" it is by no means the work of only one person, 

Banded May JO, 1958, found dead March J, 1959 at Lakeland, F; In this account of my recording system which appeared in THE RING, I 
Banded 11fay 28, 1958, found dead February 24, 1959 at Melbour,attempted to show ways in which an indjvidual bander could keep his daily 
Florida records, This I now consider unnecessary, since it is of little import-
Banded June 8, 1957, found dead November 27, 1957 at Lewes, Janee how a bander keeps his daily record provided it contatns all the 
Banded June 11, 1957, found dead December 5, 1957 at Leonard. necessary data that must be available when needed. This vital information 
tov.'Tl, Maryland which must 'ce written at the time of banding may be placed in a simple 
Banded May 29, 1957, found dead September 20, 1959 at Highla 1notebook, a daily journal or on separate sheets or cards - all of which 
Park, Illinois are equally acceptable as an original recording system if maintained with 
Banded May J1, 1958, dropped dead in flight October 16, 1958 a minimum of .error. These may later be altered or amended to include 
at Ship Bottom, New Jers•-:!Y : special data for use by the bander engaged in a particular project. 
Banded Jun8 11, 1957, found dead February 10, 1958 at Kitty 
Hawk, North Carolina 

OOMMON GRACKLE 

Banded April 9, 1959, found dead June 6, 1959 at St. John, 
Quebec, Canada 

EVENING GROSBEAK 

The "pemar.ent record" is the system with wJ-,ich I am most concerned 
and the one that should be more or leDs uniform among handers, so that 

1their records may be used and studied by others. The permanent record 
consists of two loose-leaf notebooks holding 8½ by 11 inch lined sheets; 
one b~ing labelled BANDS and the other SPECIES, The BANDS notebook is 
divided into sections by band size, with each section marked by tabs show
inf; band size to facilitate posting arid expedite reference. Both sides 
of the BANDS sheets are divided into three small colwnns and three large 
one (Table No. 1 ) • In the small columns the band nun:1:Dr3 ar " li.;ted in 

Banded Y.iarch 18, 1956, killed by cat December 29, 1957 at consecutive order; in the large column adjoining the band number is 
Cloquet, Minnesota posted the species on which the band was us r'd, th ,.,. '.hte, and the place 
Banded Yiarch 20, 1956, returned to Burlington, Vt., Jan. 8, o.f banding, All other data is sllt)Wl\ 1.n the SPECIES book. The mar~in of 
1957, t:r-apped and released June 29, 1957 at New Brunswick, error is le~;s<::':lcd and the boob, may be posted faster if the band numbers 
Canada by Mr. J::!Mes Baird are entcreJ pri,1r to act ual us0. 
Bandr,d February 25, 19 56, trapped and released March 17, 1 9 5t 
at Lebanon, New Hampshire by Mr. George M. Butler 

70 Wright Ave., Burlington, Vermont 

FAF.Sl(S FOR TH~ Requests for time on the AnnuEl .Meeting program should i _ 1 ~'d~ i ,, S..:iv & s;p H 3/n 
ANNUA:::. MEETING be sent to the program chairman, Mrs. EJ..eanor Dater, 25 1r--~- _-\-:"¥~\ -;1;-.:;S':-:3::t l:-------:--'--'---;-;';-----'-:-il-"-:........:..~...1....:._:+.;=.:.:..:::.~-...!:!...-....:...:.l.!.../-ll-!::......:.......!.....!!...:_:..=...q._ 

Grove St. , Ra111 sey, N. J • before J'l".arch 20. Pl ease inclu ilt- ........ '--C....::..."-~-F::.::..:..----=-....:..:.L---'-'-'-'-",-t~....:....!_J._;:...;...i1.1- _______ -4- .:::..;::__:_....L.:::.....:.;~+-

title, time required, facilities needed, i.e. projector, blackboard, etc 
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' 1'h<·) purposes of the SPECL"~S book are several: 1. it is obviously Table No. 3 illustrat es the manner in which these "fiata are recorded. 
helpful to keep a]'.l data relating to one species 1n one pl.ace; 2, such On the fit'st lin e the firs t item is the band number; the second space ls 
a record expedites scheduling at t.he end of each calendar year; 3, loss ifor the species name, age and sex; the third is for the banding date. The 
of e.ithe1· of these books doef; not mea;:1 that one 9 s records are lost as an emaining thre e colwnns ar e used to record subsequent recaptures by noting 
of the: recO!'ds rnay be reproduced from. two of the others. This is most i the date and underlining i t if it ls a return instead of a repeat. Red 
portant as tho daily journal ~;r daily sheets used under field. conditions .. k may al.so be used to denote returns, as suggested by Mrs. Warburton (THE 
un<:forgo considerable we~r and tearo RING, f:lo. 18: 106 ) . An as terisk is used t:, denote any "special notes" data 

'.WJtl.ch ·are recorded on the reverse side of the card. Reference cards, 3 x 5 
1'able No, 2 inch, are used. This method was adapted from that of James Baird of the 

Norman Bird Sanctuary, Middletown, R. I., who additionally uses a signal 
SONG SPARROt·/ - AOU #581 - !'ielospiza mP.lo:iia system which tells him at a glance what birds are 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year 

returns. These cards are filed under the species name which is on a 3 x 5 
1-1-__:...:.:........:.!...;:_......,~:......:..;::..=..;=---,:...:.:....1!_;~~.!.4~+-----• ------------ inch tab card, again ~n the AOU checklist order. 

Table No. 2 ilh1strate,3 a pJ.,c;·.:: t.a'-c,m fr0m the SPECIES book. The 
spcc1.es, A'JU-number, com:1J.on and. ;:;cie:,tLfi.c names are given at the top of 
the pag8. The 8} by 1 i inch lined sh..::2ts are again used but divided thi 
timo into t(,;o mlliill ;i_;-id. ti-;o large colUJnns on both sides. In the small 
c,)lu:1111 is entered th3 date; in th,:: lar- 5 e column opposite the date ls pos 
th,~ mL-nber of thG band u3rc:d, the tra,:J or n•3t sLt,~ that captured the blrd,i 
the age, sex, and measurclnentso Thes:3 sheets are then placed in the boo 
in AOU c1rnckli::it order. Table No. 2 shows certain numbers follo-wing the 
measurcm,]nts. Th"se nu..'llbers indicate the status of the bird with regard 
to numbers banded of all species fo:::- that year, and the second number 
indicates the n1L11ber of birds banded 0£ that species for that year. 
Example: (20lH) indicates that 2011-0 birds have been previously banded 
that year and ths following number "J7" means that this is the J7th Song 
Sparr·ow banded this year. These numbers or keys may not be wholly neces 
sary but they greatly facilitate references to the daily record which is 
similarly im.mbered and they serve as an aid in using these books as eras 

Table No. J 
'.l~- I '%" 'iS' ~ 'lro ~"A,(._ S" P4 rtl2£1w '.>c?T. \o, ,q!."g 

TA-.J. J---Y, \CJ ')-l1 A '-'6--, J.-~. ,'1Pf °3/.\lv', i, 1%0 

1=-e1rs L-\ I t q r-cJ \)~(... I, I 9 )-c., 
..)_.\N, 1--~,(<U,o 

r~ is. \ 0 I I C,I'f I)? c, s, 17 l--c; 

.A uc- . 11 1c=. c1 
\) e°C. ' ;l-o I I °t S"9 

Other banders using this system have called it foolproof. Within 
the limits set by occasional transcriptional errors which can happen in 
any system, it is a cut above other systems by providing double and even 
triple checks. I would suggest that any bander who feels that he is un
able to post two permanent records compromise by at least setting up a 
BANDS book as soon as possible. If he has the same experience as other 
banders instituting this system he will be amazed and stunned at the 
number of bands for which he cannot account. 

referenees to eliminate errors. Any error becomes immedlatelv apparent I Spotswood, New 
and as every bander knows, it Ls much easier to remember circumstances 

Jersey :.t :.t t 

and situations that occured yesterday morning rather than the discover,t 
of an error six months after the actual band in qu~stlon was used. 

MORE RECOVERIES FROM NORRISTOWN, PA. 
By Raymond J. Middleton 

In the past, many banders have used an individual card for each bird(Mr. Middleton's Bluejay recoveries 
banded. Such a system is fine until the bander graduates to a thousand issue; more of his recovery data of 
or more new birds banded annually; it then becomes an almost impossible ibelow. -Ed.) 
chor12. Ho;;ever, in the case of station repeats and returns the use of in, 

were published in the Nov.-Dec. 1959 
over thirty years of banding appear 

dividual cards appears to have considerable value. As soon as the bird 
repeats Lt gets a card on which all subsequent date are recorded. Here rA 1 OOZ3Z 
too are recorded any special notes ~~ch as injuries, plumage, etc., that 

4
_

158883 may have been noted in the daily record at the time of banding. 

WHI'rE-THROATED SPARROW 

Banded October 8, 1928, trapped April 29,1930 at Manchester, 
N. H. by James McGreel 
Banded May 2, 1035, trapped May 8, 1938 at St. Paul's Island, 
off Cape Breton, Nova Scotia 




