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COOPERATIVE REDWINGED BLACKBIRD NESTLING BANDING PROGRAM 
By Brooke Meanley 

I 

In employing this method the possibility of having to .::ut or break 
lthe net is reduced to a minimum. The faster y0u remove birds from nots 
!tha less likely you are to find a bird "in shock", as prolonged handling 
:can be disastrous. EBBA's secretary, John Given, us es this method and 

The Cooperative Redwinged Black bird Nestling Banding Program of th dendorses it one hundred percent. 
Patuxm:t Wildlife Research Cent er ha d a ver-.1 auspicious beginning in itd 
fir s t yeo.r of operation ( 19 59). Approxim at ly 1100 ne st li ng Redwings 259 Grove st ., Ramsey, N. J. 
·,r,:,re banded by some 60 cooperating hander s in 15 of" th e Ea st ern Seab _oar 
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stat .:::s. This r epresents a great deal of bn.rd i.-ork on t he pa rt of coope 
.:itor s , for which we arc de eply grateful. Dy comparison , in 1957 only 1 
nestling Redwings were banded in this are a . Becau se of t he ~uc ces sful 
first year's effort the proje,~t is to be cont in ued i n 1960. We t\ l ' e hopa 
ful that hand ers l:i the cast.-2n1 United St ates and easter n Ganada will 
band a larger number Liuring th0 cocr.L1g nesting season. In the early 
spr'ing hand ers ln this area t..ill rocelv0 a l,;tter ~ontalnlng a more de- • 
t:iilGd breakdo,m of the 1959 banding up ,:;)ratlon and a postpaid postal ca 
.for 1Lti.n 6 their 1960 nestling bandings. 
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THE DATER METHOD OF RE?'.OVING BIRDS FROM MIST NETS 
By Eleanor E. Dater 

1Ul directions for 
:;tarting with the feot. 
in releasing the feet. 
rwv or had a broken ·,:ing 
this system. 

removing birds from nets that I have seen advi se 
Usually about 50% of removal time is consumed 

The method I use climim.tes this tune. I have 
or l og in the several years I have beon using 

First asc ertain from which side the bird entered the net. Working 
fr,:im that sid e , place your thumb, either :right or left, on the bird• s 
bacl< , at th~ sam,'.) t.i.mo slipping y,mr two middle fingers under th e breas 
with the tn.il pointed toward your wrist ; your little and first fingers 
,dll automatically slide under thB bird's .:ings . You arc now readJr to 
remove th ,3 meshes from the bird . 

t•.'i th th ,1 other lvmd. work the mesh off the bend of one wing. The 
wings are th a m;,st flexible part of th -s bird's bod:1,• with which to work. 
You will be surprised how eas .ily th-2 net can be ramoved. The wing may 
be sp~~oad out or .foltlod tight against the body fo:r this operation. D)n 1 

b e ~fraid to use a little pressure on the joint at this stage. Then ea 
th e mashes from the second wing and lastly from the head. 

The head is usually left until last but may be first or after the 
first 1dng, dcpoi1dlng upon th e extent of the entanglement. By the tim•~ 
th : wings ar e released the bird feels free to fly and usually automa tic 
ally release s his own feet . If not, it is a simple matter to slip the 
:n1csh,~s off the feet , with yu'.lr fingers or, if needed, the assistance of 
a :nanlcure orange stick. This stick is handy to use if the tongue has 
1.!,)me caught . 

A Typical Net-Setting at Block Island 
(See Nov.-Dec. 1959 EBBA NEWS) 

FOR SALE 
To EBBA Members Only 

MULTI-CELL GATHERING CAGES 

Lig ht weight, wooden, beautifully finished with spar varnish. These 
boxe s are made to order, with costs of materials and small labor charges 

y hobbyist. Prices are as follows: 

8 cell • . . $10.00 
10 cell . . . 12.50 
12 cell. . . 15.00 
15 cell . . . 18.75 
16 cell . • . 20.00 

be ordered through Treasurer. Will be shipped collect. 




