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When August brought th e flocks of migrating "peeps" to our locality. 1 pounced upon him. Although the attack occured not more than ten 
an att empt was made to net a sampling of them. The swift tidal currents., at from where I stood the bird was dying when I reached him. Subsequent-­
whi ch ac company the 9 to 11 foot ris e and fall of the water on the sharp 98 Junco and another Whitethroat were found in bottom tiers with similar 
ly slopin g led ges which characteri1. e our shore proved to be serious ob- Y t ounds. Both survi ved, but a second Junco was found dead. The wea­
st acl es, so we wer e obli ged to be satisfi ed with a single shorebird net 

1
ef eruded UW attempt to affect an unbalance of Nature's plan. 

s t north-south aoros. an open gulJy where storms drive high tide waves 
acro ss t he poi nt and transform the tip, where our cabin stands, into a Recoveries_ One avowed purpose of O. R. is to map the flight of our 
t ' ny isl and. This net took 26 sandpip ers (Least, Semipallnated and Spot- rds Beyond the 21 return ~ already cited we have three recover.y records 
t ed) and two SemipalJIJated Plover from the thousands which gathered on ta b" •ds banded at Monhonon's Cove. (1) Adult female Belted Kingfisher 
bar ed led ires and on tbe buoyan t rockweed during periods of ebbing tides.;and!~ August 17 • 1957, was found dead on _the steps of the high school at 

~ nd ~arbor Grand Manan, New Brunswi~k , Canada, on May 6, 1959. A com-
Fol"!llal Operation Recovery netting was carried on from August 1 to ~cation i~dica.tes that there is a question as to whether this bird flew 

Sept ember 27. D.lri ng this period we accwnulated a total of 4257 net-hou int the large glass area in the door or wheth er it had been shot and 
8 J9 individuals of 57 species were banded, of which 171 birds repeated ~g~t ~n the steps t o be added to the collection of mounted birds at the 
total of 309 tim es . ·Nino additional r eturns from the two previous nett .eh 1 (Z) T--ftt ure Robin banded September 6, 1958 , was kill ed by Mrs. . ht M......+ C 00 • .UIUIW. h sea sons were also r ecaptur ed. The season's r eturns included eig •·v .. .,Ji ilip Sawyer 's cat at Milbridge, Maine on June 21 1959. The Sawyer ome 
Warblers, thre e Whi t e:-throated Sparrows, three Song Sparrows, and one ea,~
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about seven miles north of our station, so this record seems to be es­

o.f th e follo win g species : Slat e-colored Junco, Tree Swallow, Parula War tially another return. (J) Immat ure Robin banded Sept ember 20, 1958, 
Magnolia Warbler, Black-capp ed Chick~dee 1 and Hermit Thrush. ;!: shot at Bridgeton , North Carolina, on December 17, 1958 and rep orted 

Twenty species of warblers were banded. This list includes two Yei 
~ Esau Moore of that place. 

low-breasted Chats, as w:-11 ~s ,one immature Blackburnian Warbler and a In closing, reference should be made to our very low bird count per 
Mourning Warbler. Our six kines of flycatchers included one each of the -t-hour of operation. In fact, more than six net-hours were expended for 
Crested, Olive-~ided and Yellow-bellied Flycatchers. Our three kinds or
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:oh •bird captured during three seasons. This situation i s understandable 

vireos ineluded one Philad elphia and a Solitary to augment the common~r hliln we recall that a very high percentage of the migrant s travel in the 
Red-eyes. Our greatest surprise came when an unbelievably soft bunch a tree canopy, or above it, and are therefore much too high to be reached 
brown fe~thers, when we retrieved it from the meshes of a net one morni ven by our tree net s . In the cut-off area, too, there are so many closely 
became an adult Saw-v1het Owl. cattered groups of tall spruces as to function almost like an extended 

anopy. Here the birds flit from group to group and come within range of 
be nets only by chance or when they drop to tbe ground or to the bushes 
d shrubs in search of food. 

But the 1959 season belonged particularly to the Chickadees. It w 
fortunate for us, perhaps, that only .111 individuals from the uncounted 
swarms of Black-cap s which filled the tree canopy during most of Septem­
ber came into contact with our nets . The hours seemed endl ess which we 99 Warrenton Ave., 
were compelled to expend unsnarJing the cute little bandits and the acr 
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of mesh those grasping ice-tong toes could hold seemed iJllmeasureable. 
seven Brow~-caps which we caught were far less prone to snarl the nets 
were their Black-capped cousins. 

So the Black-capped Chickadees topped our 1959 o. R. list (111). 
White-throated Sparrows (99) took second place and Jt,rtle Warblers (89) 1 

third. Swainson's Thrushes (J4) were relatively less abundant than dur­
ing the two previous seasons, slipping to seventh place behind Slate-col 
cred Juncos (62) 1 Tree Swallows (42), and Robins()?). 

New animal trouble plagued us. T,,ro netted birds had been found ali 
but suffering from open, bleeding neck wounds, before the cause was di sc 
ered . Then one aft ernoon , a repeating Whitethroat flew from ll\Y hand to 
bottom bough of a small fir. As he reached the branch a hitherto unseen 

MIST NETS 

For mist nets (anJ' quantity), order from Mrs. John 
Y. Dater, 259 Grove St., Ramsey, N. J. Statement 
that purchaser has a permit to use nets must accom­
pany order. Price to Sustaining Members: $2.00; to 
others: $2.50. Mrs. Dater also has some five meter 
nets (16 feet) at $1.25. Postage must accompany 
orders of less than $5.00. 

:t t :t 




