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It is unfortunate that only weekends could be spent on banding here. 
as there are excellent opportunities for study. with so much material to ~ 

work with. As it is. the only definite conclusion apparent is that Tuck
erton is unexcelled as a migration oonoentration point for bird-banding 
purposes. especially because it is possible. unlike most if not all other 
coastal banding locations. to "herd" the birds toward the nets. When 
there were many birds in the small area at the end of the road, we found 
that we were kept quite busy with five nets: we used locations numbered 
#6 through #10 on the diagram above; the other spots were used in 1ugust 
and September when we operated as many as ten nets. On the two weekends 
in October. we used five nets almost exclusively. except for two more put 
up on October 12, when it was too windy to catch many birds, and one more 
part of October 17 (at location noo 5 on the diagram). As a result, the 
birds-per-net-hour figures are, for these weekends, far above those for 
any other Operation Recovery station that I have heard of. For example, 
the highest birds-per-net-hour average at Island Beach was .9 (nine-tenths) 
on September 25, 1959 - 414 birds in 462 net-hours; a total of 45 nets used. 

There are, however, a few disadvantages at Tuckerton which make it 
less attractive for a major banding operation than it first seems. Wind 
is a very great problem, as there is very little to shelter the nets from 
it - and it is windy at Tuckerton more often than not. We tried split-shot 
as suggested by Gail Cannon in the July-August EBBA NEWS1 this helped, 
but we used it as an emergency measure and it was not as satisfactory as 
it would have been if used properly. Split-shot ought to be put on nets 
which are set exactly as desired on a calm day, rather than in a wind. 
Repeats can also become a problem: due to the restricted banding area. 
banded birds will be caught again and again, and we soon adopted the prac
tice of driving each cage-fu+l of birds a mile or two down the road to 
release them. For an extended stay, this area is primitive at best -
there are no food or lodging facilities within many miles of the banding 
area - we got by. camping out among the mosquitoes, but are not prepared 
to recommend this to others! Finally, the Great Bay Boulevard is a pop-
ular road for hunters and fishermen who come to park at the end, and for 
people on weekend outings who have the maddening habit of driving to the 
end of the road with no more purpose than to tum around and return. It 
is a painfully public area for banding. 

Upper Montclair, New Jersey *** 
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

All Bandera, we believe. beginners or veterans, have problems of 
one sort or another for which they need answers. To meet this need, 
EBBA NEWS is arranging a new department, Questions & Answers, to appear 
in each future issue. So send in your questions about any phase of 
banding -- satisfying answers are guaranteed! 
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NOTES FROM Mrs. Marie llimont, one of EBBA's senior members, writes: 
PEQUANNOCK, N.J. "The birds in this area have been very unpredictable -

for example, nooks of 50 or more Evening Grosbeaks ar
rived September 23rd, an extremely early date for that 

species. I have also had a Northern Robin on Octobet' 19th, the first one 
I have ever seen. It differed from our Eastern Robin in having a very 
black head, tail and wings; a deep shade of chestnut breast; and the throat 
patch, instead of having the ground color white, was black with white mark
ings. The tarsi were heavy, needing a number two band. 

* * * 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

Those who wish to give papers at next year's Annual Meeting of 
EBBA are urged to give the details to Mrs. John Y. Dater, 259 Grove St., 
Ramsey, N. J. Mrs. Dater will wish to know the title of the paper, the 
time required to deliver it and whether or not it is to be illustrated. 

And it isn't too soon for every member to plan to· attend the meet
ing which will be held at Annapolis, Maryland, on April 23-24, 19600 A 
visit to the Banding Office at the Patuxent Research Refuge, Laurel, Md., 
is already on the agenda. 

BIRD BANDING MANUAL 

Mr. Allen J. Duvall, head of the Bird Banding Office, writes that 
nearly all of the material for the new Bird Banding Manual has already 
been typed in final form, and that it is currently planned to issue the 
manual in looseleaf fonn. and to add pages to the various sections from 
time to time. According to plans at present, eleven sections will ulti
mately be included, as follows: 

A. Contents 
B. Glossary 
c. Banding Office Forms. Reports, and Procedures 
D. Band Sizes and AOU Numbers 
E. Attracting Birds 
F. Devices for Capturing Birds 
G. Plumages and Identification 
H. Methods of Recording Data 
I. Suggested Studies, and Methods of Analysis 
J. General References 
K. Banding Associations 

Parts of all sections will be included at the present time, except 
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for sections E, F and I. Sections C, D and K should be fairly complete. 
As soon as this first part of the new manual has been completed, it m_ll 
be sent to all active banders. 

:A: :t * 
RESEARCH ON Brooke Meanley, Biologist for the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
BLACKBIRDS writes: "Again we are requesting bird club members to serve 

in a cooperative blackbird roost survey, with the objective 
of locating !1l_ blackbird roosts, particularly those con

taining redwings and grackles, in the Atlantic coast states between Dec-
ember 15, 1959, and January JO, 1960. 

. "Estimates should also be made of the size of the roosting 
populations by species. Infonnation of this kind would contribute great
ly to our current research program on blackbirds, specifically on the dis
tribution of winter bird concentrations and an estimate of total eastern 
United States blackbird population. 

"We also wish to thank EBBA m~mbers who participated in the 
cooperative redwing nestling banding program this past spring." 

Readers of EBBA NEWS who locate or learn of a blackbird 
roost should immediately notify Brooke Meanly, at the Patuxent Research 
Refuge, or your Editor, who will transmit the infonnation. 

**• 
OPERATION RECOVERY ON LONG ISLAND 

By Leroy Wilcox 

Nets were operated at Tiana Beach for 52 days, from August 25 to 
October 31, 1959, inclusive, with the assistance of Walter Terry for two 
thirds of the time, Geoffrey Gill for 1½ days, and my 12 year old grand
son David Tuttle for one day. Tiana Beach is about midway between the 
east end of Shinnecock Bay at Southhampton, where the mainland comes right 
down to the ocean beach, anct the west end of the bay at Quogue, where the 
mainland again comes down to the outer beach. 

We banded 3170 birds of 87 species in 4073 net hours (maximum nets 
15). The principal species were: 766 Myrtle Warblers (84 on October 15), 
513 Slate-colored Juncos (99 on October 5), 423 Song Sparrows (82 on 
October 16), 280 White-throated Sparrows, and 115 Golden-crowned Kinglets. 
We had seven returns and _541 repeats. The rarities were: Bell's Vireo on 
September 25, three Lincoln's Sparrows, Snow Bunting, Labrador Savannah 
Sparrow and Acadian Sharp-tailed Sparrow. This is probably the fi.rst 
Bell's Vireo to be banded in New York State, as I understand there are 
no specimens for the State. 

On October 15 we netted two Myrtle Warblers with "foreign" bands. 
One had been banded on September 19, 1959 at Algonquin Park, Ontario, 
Canada, and the other was banded in Massachusetts, but as yet I have 
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not been advised as to when and specifically, where. Algonquin Park is 
about 450 miles in a straight line from Tiana Beach but I would guess the 
bird probably reached the coast up in New England before reaching the 
coast of Long Island in the 26 days since banding. 

One of our 92 Flickers, banded on October 14 at 5:52 p.m., repeated 
again on October 15 at 8:40 a.m. and was found stunned by hitting a win
dow at Riverhead on October 16 at 11 :30 a.m. The bird probably went west 
four miles to Quogue (see location of Tiana Beach in the first paragraph)t 
then north eight miles to Riverhead. At Tiana Beach, Shinnecock Bay is 
about 1½ miles wide and I have not noticed any land birds flying north 
across the bay. This is the first evidence I have of a bird leaving the 
outer beach and going inland. The bird recovered and flew away a few 
minutes later. 

From my experience of two seasons of netting on the south shore of 
Long Island, when I have caught about three times as many birds per net 
hour in October than I have in September, I would recommend that more 
handers net later into October. Below is a table of birds netted in 
1958 and 1959, for September and October. 

1958 (Average 1.56 Birds per Net Hour) 

September (4 days) 
No. of Net Birds per 

October (10 days ) 
No. of Net Birds per 

Birds Hours Net Hour Birds ~ Net Hour 

228 261 .87 1279 705 1 .81 

1959 (Average .77 Birds per Net Hour) 

Aug . -Sept. (26 days) 
No. of Net Birds per 

October (26 days) 
No. of Net Birds per 

Birds Hours Net Hour Birds ~ Net Hour 

648 1873 .34 2522 2200 1.14 

This netting on the outer beach has been a real surprise to me. In 
40 years of birding out here I have not seen as many chats as I caught 
this year (16) and of this number only one was seen as a free bird before 
or after netting. The rare or unusual birds and the numbers of some other 
species has been a real surprise. Of course the best bird so far was the 
Sage Thrasher last year, caught on October 18, 1958, the second record for 
the bird east of the Mississippi River; the first was collected at Roches
ter, N. Y. on April 12, 1942. 

Speonk, Long Island, N. Y. * :A: :A: 




