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CONTROLLJNG NETS JN THE WIND 
By Gail c. Carmon 
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At the meeting in Ramsey over a year ago, Chandler Robbins, Seth Low 
and I were talking about netting difficulties. One of my big ones, and I 
presume it troubles all of us at times, is 'Wind. As we live quite high 
on the side of a mountain, the wind makes it impossible to put the nets 
up many days. Mr. Robbins said if I ever found a solution to the problem, 
be sure to let everyone lmow about it. 

One day as I was taking some birds out of one of the nets, nzy-grand­
son was watching and asked why so few nets were up, only those at right 
angles to the wind. When he heard my-explanation, he said there surely 
must be some solution. Later, as we were getting ready to go fishing, he 
suddenly looked up from my case and said, "Wouldn't these help?" He was 
holding up a box of BB Split Shot used for weights. So we tried it out. 

t,, 

It is as nearly foolproof as anything can be. Use them as in the picture fl> 

below, being sure to catch a strand of mesh in with the line before pinch­
ing the shot closed. Also, be sure your net is as easily spaced on the 
tranunel lines as possible. 

I will admit that sometimes I have a little trouble with the net 
catching on the shot when I open it up, but that is very little trouble, 
really. Perhaps this suggestion will help others with the wind problem. 

38 Liberty Place, Rockaway, N. J. *** 

• 

• 
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REDWJNG BANDING AT TUCKERTON, N. J. 
By Michael Logue 

On June 13 and 20, 1959, Frank Frazier Jr. and I banded 43 young 
Redwinged Blackbirds along the Great Bay Boulevard in Tuckerton, N. J. 
This is the same ar~a described in the May-June, 1959 issue of EBBA News 
("Mist Netting at Tuckerton, N. J. 11 EBBA News, Vol. 22, No. 3, p.53). 
The road runs for several miles into a large salt marsh which borders the 
north shore of the Great Bay. A line of bushes consisting mainly of bay­
berry and groundsel, from five to ten feet wide and six to eight feet 
high, borders the road on both sides. 

The birds banded were either nestlings, or local immatures so inept 
of flight that they could be caught by hand. The nesting habits of Red­
wings here are different from their habits in a typical marsh as all the 
nests are in the narrow line of shrubs and are very close together, 10 to 
20 feet rather than the usual 35 or more. They nest in the bushes and 
project their feeding territories laterally into the marsh. 

The technique we used was first to locate a nest with young old enough 
to band or a young bird young enough to catch on the wing. The method 
which we found to be the most efficient was for one of us to walk down the 
road and the other down the marsh side of the bushes. Although most of 
the nests were located on the marsh side in the smaller bushes growing 
there we found that to follow a "local" which had been flushed, one of us 
needed to be on each side of the bushes, especially since we also wanted 
to check both sides of the line of bushes. When a nest is approached, the 
male, if he is in the vicinity will begin to chuck and whistle the_alarrn 
calls As one gets closer the bird will begin to fly overhead ~ng ~ore 
and m~re noise. Finally in the immediate vicinity of the nest his excite­
ment will be at a peak and he may begin diving. At th:i..s point ~l the 
bushes in the area are searched thoroughly with one eye on.the bird for 
more clues to the nest 1s whereabouts. The nests we found in the bushes 
were usually about five feet above solid er ound. We had h~d some exper7 
ienc e with Redwings and their nests working with Stanley Di~kers~n on his 
Blackbird pro ject on Spotswood Lake and the re, the usual heieht is ~bout 
one foot above the average water level and almost none are located in 
bushes. 

There are several factors which lead to confusion in finding nests. 
One is that sometimes we found active nests that produced no excitement. 
No male or even female seemed to be guard i ng the nest. We as sumed th at 
they -were both away feeding at the time, Another is_that the presenc e of 
young ju st out of the nest will lead to gr eat confusion. The parents 
care for f eed and get very excited over t he young for weeks afte:i~h ~h 
have lef t t he nest. 'When the adult bird gets excited over a 11loc e 
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confusion develops because of t he fact that a young bird is not only nru.ch 4, 
harder to find than a nest , but also because the re are usual l y more tha n 
one 11local 11 in a i;iven small area. Therefor e the disturbance is not lim­
ited to a small di stin ct area. Al.so, sometimes the young move witho ut 
the pare nts lmowing and the parents either keep up a dis t urbance over the 
place which the young bi rd has left, or el se they foll ow us all over a 
wide are a and show no peaks of excit ement around any one spo·t . 

We found that any bird in a nest could be safely banded if it was 
over five days old. Any bird that at least has its primary feathers 
formed and be~inning to break out of their sheaths is old enough. ~o 
catch a bird on the wing is a techni que that has to be learned largely 
by experience, but both of us used basically the same method. The best 
way is to spot a young bird before it flies, and if the bird is a catch­
able one, it ,r.i.11 be very reluctant to fly and will tire easily. If 
spotted, crep t up upon, and suddenly lunged for it can be caught vr.ithout 
too much effo rt. A sec ond person to create a dive rs ion to d:i,vide the 
bird's at t ent ion is ver y hel pful. The more usual occm·ence is that the 
bird or birds 1-r.ill be flushe d as one goes thrashing around in the brush. 
We have found other yol.1118 in the same bush from which a young bird has 
been flushed. A bird young enoueh to catch vr.i.11 always drop to a bush or 
to the ground soon after taking flight unless caught by a strong wind. 
We had to run after the bird in most cases, and many times the bird would 
fly up a second or third time, but they usually tired soon and if we could 
keep our eyes on them we could usually catch them. 

Spotswood, N. J. *** 
* SEXUAL :r-'.IATURITY IN 'l"wo Coilll1lon Grackles banded as immat ur es during 
FEMALE YEARLD!G GRACKLES the second week of June, 1958, when rec apture d 

50 weeks l at er, had well defined bro od pat ches . 
Si~ce aging i~ ature Grackles in June can be done vr.i th certainty, good 
evidence of first year breeding in these birds was obtained. 

* CAPTIVE GRACKLES 'l'wo Conunon Grackles that were banded and placed in 
DISBAND THEMSELVES captivity in early May had removed their bands when 

examined about six weeks later. One hundred Grackles 
were confined for 12h0 bird- days duri ng the interval, indicating bands 
were lost at the rate of one band per 600 bird-days, or about a two per­
cent loss in the month and a half. Until studies of disbanding by wild 
birds can be ma.de, observations of captive birds yield the only clue to 
this activity. No indication of disbanding has been observed among cap­
tive Redwinged Blackbirds. 

{~ - The two above items were submitted by John T. Linehan, Agricultural. 
Hall, University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware. 

*** 

• 
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o RAISING NETS ABOVE GROUND LEVEL 

• 

Stanley Dickerson of Spotswood, N. J. contributed the diagram shown 
below, of a method of raising a mist net considerably above the ground. 
This system has been used with considerable success by James .Baird at the 
Norman Bird Sanctuary at Newport, Rhode Island, and should prove useful 
as a permanent net-setting wherever a 1arge proportion of the birds a band­
er wishes to trap fiy above the nets set in the usual way on the ground. 

Component parts are indicated as follows; the diagram is self-exp1an­
atory. 

A. Tree or pole E. Wooden stick 3/411 square 
B. Halyard, to raise net F. Screw-eyes 
c. Pulley G. Mist net 
D. Cup-hooks 

--




