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4. Favorable take-off conditions include light surface winds, 
relatively good weather and stable air in the lowest layers. 

5. Favorable flight conditions include a favoring wind direction 
and probably stable air at the flight level. 

Since the meteorological variables of interest can be predicted, it 
seems likely that the occurence and magnitude of migratory nights could 
be forecast on the preceding day. If' other commitments permit, this will 
be attempted during the coming fall., 

Continuing studies on the relationship between weather and nocturnal. 
bird migration are planned by the writer who would appreciate the assist­
ance of bird handers and other interested observers. Any observation of 
migration would be welcome if it can definitely be related to a specific 
night. Sight or sound observations of migrants passing overhead at night 
are most valuable. Departure data are al.so vitally needed. However, 
since nocturnal migrants often tend to drift in their direction of travel 
while feeding during the day, the presence of a bird one day and its ab­
sence at the station the following day do not necessarily mean a nocturnal. 
flight took place. If a bird is observed going to roost in the evening 
and is definitely absent from that spot at sunrise the next morning, a 
true departure is indicated. Such data reported together with local. 
weather conditions would be most helpful. In reporting weather, such 
general terms as clear, partly cloudy, overcast, rain, showers, fog, etc. 
are adequate to give a reasonable picture of conditions. The general 
temperature range and an estimate of the wind speed during the evening, 
calm, light, moderate or strong, would complete the most needed data. 
Observations of the presence of frost or dew in the morning are also 
helpful. 

n 

Observations on arrivals are not as useful as those on departure and 1, 
overhead flight but they are also desired. Here again, it is necessary to . 
determine that a bird present did not move in from a nearby area but actu­
ally arrived at the station by a nocturnal flight. In the case of major 
waves, this is easy to determine but in the case of an individual or a 
small movement, doubt often exists and the case should not be reported. 

In the absence of these definite observations, statistical measures 
of migration such as the data used in this study can be useful but only 
when available on a daily basis for some period of time. Two hours of 
netting at the same hour every day would tell us far more than all day 
netting over the weekend only. In addition, netting projects should keep 
complete records of all repeats other than those retaken by the same net 
on the same day. These tell us something of the diurnal drift of noctur- • , 
nal migrants and the length of stay of each flight. 
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This study would have been impossible without the assistance of 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Dickerson who tabulated, summarized and made avail­
able the extensive netting data. Mr. Chandler Robbins ld.ndly furnished 
the Ocean City data. The Meteorology Group at the Brookhaven NationaJ. 
Laboratory made available the meteorological information. Appreciation 
is also expressed to each bander 'Whose efforts originated the netting data. 

Manorville, L9ng Island, New York *** 
A TRAP FOR 11PEEP11 AND MEADOWLARKS 

By RaJ.ph K. Bell 

To catch 11Peeps 11 - small sandpipers - and Meadowlarks, we use a 
heart-shaped trap at our farm pond. This trap is set along the water's 
edge with lead-in wires of 111 x 211 mesh, one foot high, fastened to the 
trap Oll both sides. Two sizes of traps are used as illustrated .• 

The necks of the entrances can be straight or S-curved in shape. 
The curved entrance makes it harder for the birds to escape, but like­
wise the birds do not enter so readily. Cowfeed can be used for b~t 
for Meadowlarks, Vesper Sparrows, Savannah Sparrows, Cowbirds, Redwings, 
Starlings, etc. We use no bait for peeps, in fact we did not catch 
any of them this summer because a mine crack drained all the water from 
the pond. We used the bare ground in the pond to catch many field birds 
and even caught about 1000 young Starlings there in July. 

Clarksville, Pa. 
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