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EBBA I S PRESIDENT SAYS: Several handers have mentioned that they have 
had so few song birds at their stations this 
past fall and winter th at it wasn 1t worthwhile 

to operate their trans and nets. Such has been the situation at my 
station. 

Let 1 s consider this with respect to two species that most banders 
take in large numbers, the Slate-colored Junco and the White-throated 
Sparrow. 

Durin g migration and in the winter both norl'lally occur in large 
nu.r.i.bers in a wide variety of habitats in both rural and urban areas 
along the coast al plain, on the piedmont, and in the mountains. Indiv­
iduals of both species tend to return to the same locality each winter. 
Some juncos apparently follow the same routes each fall and spring, 
revisiting the s ame stations alo~ g the way, whereas ifuite-throats do not. 

In winter and durinf, migration both species are able to accomodate 
themselves to various habitats and to adjust to the vast changes wrought 
by the sprawling suburban developments. Their northern breeding grounds 
are relatively undisturbed as yet. Loss of habitat either in the vicinity 
of a particular station or over their range as a whole does not appear to 
be a major consideration. 

When the winter is open and natural fo8ds are abundant some species 
do not come readily to feeding and banding stations. We have had no 
snow in my area but such has not been the case to the east, south, west 
and north of us. It has been colder more consistently than norMal. 
But the Junco is aptly known also as the "snowbird" and White-throats 
do not shun snow and cold. 

• 

• 
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Perhaps more birds remained in the north than usual or a greater 
portion continued f arther south than normal. In any event, if these 
species still exist in the same nUI'lbers as just t en years ~~o and if 
sone areas are ex:periencine a lack of these two suecies; it would seem 
reasonable to assume that there are other areas where these species are 
abnormally abundant. We would like to hear from handers who may be in 
such areas. 

The foregoing is mostly s-:-,eculation based on impressions. Unfort­
unately we do not have mu.ch factual and usable data. We can assume that 
we have at least as many active b.mding stations as ten years ago. '\oJhile 
most can provide fi ~ures on the numbers banded, few are able to furnish 
the trap-hours and net-hours of operation for the corresponding !)Sriods. 
fluctuations in bandin gs may mer ely reflect fluctuations in effort. 

In 19L.8 nist nets were introduced and now are in general use. 
During the sane period more efficient tra 9s S'JCh as the all-purpose have 
replaced the small and older types at many stations. Increasing efficiency 
may be obscuring a general decrease in the numbers of birds. Whereas 
handers may have t aken 50% of the juncos which visited their station, 
the take may now be 75%. 

Let•s have your views and opinions at our cominE Annual Meeting! 
:t :.t i: 

10-YEAR rnDEX OF EBBA HE\\1S 1949-59 

The 10-year Index of Ebba News, painstakin gly prepared by Mary Schmid 
(Mrs. John C. Schmid, 24 13o"t<mian Drive, Gre enwich, Conn.) is now completed. 
It will be printed and sen t out to all ~embers in good stan din g at th e 
same time as the May-June issue. There will be no extra charge for the 
Index (Mary Schmid has contributed her work to EBBA) but members who may 
wish to contribute towards the cost of printing the Index are invited 
to send a dollar to EBBA1s treasurer. 

*** 
SQUEEZ-KLIPS 

Sque~z.-Kl ip s ar e very handy to use in I:J.akin g or 
r epairin g tr aps - and for m any other thmgs . The 
Squuez -Klip Kit (pric e $ 2.32) includ es 500 asso rt ed 
s ize galuani zed Kl ips and spe ci al plie r s for att achin g 
them . , ~pe ~}al cutt er s for dise ngaging Klip s ar e $ 2. 50 . 
Ex tr a 00 s ize Klips 40~ _per 100. Ord er from Ebba 's 
Tr ea sur er : Mr s . Stanley S. Dic ke r s on, 222 De Voe Ave . 
Spot swood, N.J . 




