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approaching night made the birds more nervous, or if a day of feeding
under artificial
conditions produced symptoms more evident as the day
pro~ressed.
Morning birds were largely those with red polls and little
pink coloration.
Afternoon birds were largely the more brilliantly
cclored ones. Was it possib1e, we asked, that within the flock there wei -~
subdivisions as to age and sex? Based on plumage similarities
there seem~d
to be a separation of sorts during the feeding day.

::,fl

Territoit.
- What is the range limit
'seasons? Wha are the territorial
limits
the territory?

Familz groups. - What is the length of time that the unity of t he family is pr eserved? Are these groups the family parties from a neigh borho od?
If not, are they grouped by" age or sex?

i

Permanent residents.
- Are so-called ~ermanent residents" the same
individuals or is there a movement of greater or lesser extent in such
<('1Pecies?

·· ~E;!i t y-. - What is the normal length of life of different species
as shown by yearly r eturn records?
·
(To be continued}
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STRANGE
COWBIRDS
IN ROCKAWAY,
N. J.
By Gail c. Cannon

•

i

***

EXPERil1ENT
WITHBAITS Mud, horsehair from over-stuffed furniture,
oranges cut in half, boiled raisins and some
of the most unlikely baits can be used with great success at certain
times, writes Geoffrey Gill.
Don't be afraid to experiment, he adds.
The Fraziers learned from Geoff years ago the attraction
of doglvood
berr:i.es -- and •.-rent on to use the red berries from barberry bushes
when dogwood berries were no long er to be found. These red berries
draw in many thrushes in the autumn migration period.

during breeding, win~er, or other
about nests?
Do botn birds defend

Dispersal._
What are the facts in connection with ~ispersal of young
that do not return t o area where they were hatched?
(This may have to do
with extension of range locally or on a large scale.)
What proportion of
males and females return to the same nesting sites?
When leaving the nest
do the parents keep the young in the nesting locality or lead them into
adjacent territory?
How strong ~s the homing instinct of different species?
(Test by experiment.)

One redpoll, taken on March 26, had an injured and bleeding leg.
Examination revealed that the left leg was broken and dangling.
The
fresh wound indica ted the bird had been injured in the trap.
It was
•
hospitalized
and r eleased on March 29 when it seemed quite vigorous and Di,
capable of f enduig for itself.
It flew off without difficulty
and joined
other members of the nock.
It was observed again on Monday morning,
April 2 at the kitchen feeder, perched on one leg, the other drawn up
close against its body. It had been released unhanded. We had decided
that its chance of survival nd.ght be greater if its one good leg were not
encumbered. We wonder how much of a detriment a band may be to a onelegged bird.

155 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside, N.J.
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PROBLEMS
THATTRAPPING-STATION
OPERATORS
MAYSOLVE(cont.)
Excerpts from the Manual for Bird Banders

The greatest concentration of birds was noted between 3 and 6 p.m.
during which time the greatest number was taken. This held true even for
repeats.
Might this indicate perhaps that the nock spread out during the
day but as night'approached the birds collected and roosted en masse for
the night?
There were two strangers with the flock.
A single Tree Sparrow appeared on March 2h, was banded, and was observed four times feeding with .
the redpolls, the last time on March 28. A Pine Siskin was observed once
on Sunday, March 25. Since Tree Sparrows and Pine Siskins were a rarity
in our area, we surmised that they were part of the redpoll flock.

Snow once again fell on the morning of April 17. Amongthe birds
feeding in the area were a single unbanded redpoll and an unbanded Tree
Sparrow. These were probably stragglers from the big flock for no
further invasion developed.
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On July 9, 1958 we trapped a bird that we had some difficulty
in itientify1.ng. It was 7" long, with a cowbird head, flat on top. The bird was
all grey on the back; there the similarity ended. When we had it in our
hand, we saw that it had a 1arge yellow throat-patch,
breast completely
washed with yellow with many grey spots. The under-tail
coverts were
washed with yellow, and the yellow on the f'ace was streaked with grey.
We first cal:e:I Mr. c. K. Nichols of Ridgewood, N.J. As he was on his way
to New York to the Museumof Natural History he a:,u].d not 1ook at it.
We
took it to Mrs. Dater, in Ramsey, N.J. After extensive reading we decided
~-\;pat it was a ra t her rare Juvenile Plumage. It is partly descr ibed in
J-1wigh1Js Sequences of Pl umages and Moult s. But it was much more yellow
than he described , andthe
ye'.l.rowwas more generally distribute d over the
entire body". We banded the bird with band #56-121021 and released it in
Ramsq, N.J.
Later, Mr. Nichols call~d to say he found f'ive or six specimens that
answered our description in the col;ection .of bird sld.ns at the Mlseum.
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Next, on July 10, 1958 another bird was in the trap.
Length 6 3/4n, head
brownish-grey with yellow eye-ring, bill - upper mandible grey, lower
straw colored, skin around bill purple.
Area between eye and bill was veey
yellow, cheek-patch yellowish, under chin light yellow finely streaked
with grey, prominent dark streak from bill down throat.
The back and wit~
were grey, every feather edged with yellow, first 4 primaries edged with
yell ow amd wann ;rash all over breast, extending to under-tail coverts.
This bird was given band #56-121022.

~

The vireos and warblers banded by EBBAmembers durin~ 1957 are ~he
½irds covered in this issue;
swallows, thrushes, etc., will appear in
the January-February, 1959, issue.
Be sure to read the instructions
on
how to send in your reports of 1958 bandings.
These instructions
will
follow immediately after this section.

)(J

Bird #3. On July 16 another bird was in the trap.
This one had white
throat-patch,
breast washed with light cream all over, mu.chspeckled with
dark gray as if fe·athers had light edges on each one, appearing scolloped.
Length 711• Given band #56-121026.

VIREOSand WARBLERS
Spotswood,N.J.S4
Mr. & Mrs. s. s.Dickerson,
James Baird, Ne,iport, R.I.
49
626 P.hiladelphia Vireo
Seth H. Low, Gaithersburg, Md.
13
8
Rev. Roch Raible, Herman, Pa.
Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson
628 Yellow-throated V.
3
2
629 Solitary Vireo
James Baird
2
Joseph Cadbury, Phila., Pa •
E. c. Clyde, Jr., Effingham, s.c.
631 White-eyed Vireo
23
William Pepper, Chestnut Hill, Phila.,Pa.
14
636 Blk & White Warbler James Baird
h9
22
Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson
Mr•. ~ Mrs. Dickerson, Ralph Bell, James
("'R37 Prothonotory w.
1
Baird, Eva Townsend -- each
639 1,form-eating Warbler Dr. Paul Fluck, Lambertville, H.J.
9
641 Blue-winged Warbler Dr. Paub Fluck
9
642. Golden-winged Warb. Mrs. Frank Townsend, Pompton Plains, N.J. 2
8
Mrs. James Downs, So. Londonderry, Vt.
645 Nashville Warbler
8
James Baird
2
John Dennis, Nantucket, Mass.
6u6 Orange-crowned W.
20
William Pepper
6h7 Tennessee Warbler
16
John Dennis
12
William Pepper
648 Parula Warbler
8
E. c. Clyde, Jr.
105
John Dennis
650 Cape May Warbler
ja,mes Baird
37
Bennett Matlack, Bridgeton, N.J.
31
237
Seth Low
652 Yellow Warbler
64
James Baird
John Dennis
39
654 Black-th. Blue W.
21
ltr.
& Mrs. Dickerson
1· i55 Myrtle Warbler
449
John Dennis
282
Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson
270
E. c. Clyde, Jr.
20
John Dennis
657 Magnolia Warbler
Rev. Roch Raible
15
Bennett Matlack
15
1
Dr; Paul Fluck
658 ,Cerulean Warbler
·1
Ralph Bel~
AOU
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Bird #5. On July 17, one more of these queer cowbirds was in the tra-t>.
This one was the smaJ.lest, being &}11 long and still some-mat dm-nzy-,but
had the same yellow throat with dark lines on each side and yell owish sides
of face and breast.
Banded fS6-12l028.

1-

These birds will probably become normal-appearing adul.ts, but with the
bands on, if any are retaken, it will be interesting
to follow them and see..
We will be surely loold.ng for them next year.
In connection with these birds we have some further observations.
To
begin with; we had within twenty acres of our house, three nests of Blackand-1'1hite Warblers, two msts of Chestnut-sided Warblers, 1 nest of Bluewinged Warblers and four nests of Goldfinches.
We did not see nor trap any
young Slue-winged or Chestnut-sided, only a couple of Black-and-white Warblers and very few Goldfinches.
Perhaps other natural enemies were the
cause but it is within the realm of possibility
that Mrs. Cowbird was the
It seems to us very likely all these strange 6owbirds
cause' of it all.
were the off~ring
of one female. What do you think?
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WHOIS BANDING
THEMOSTOF 1,JHAT?
-Edited
by Lillian Cardinali

1

Bird #4. This bird was larger than the others, being over 7½" inches
long. The head was peppered all over with dark grey and light grey, light
edges of feathers making it aprear scolloped.
Breast similar to one that
was released in Ramsey, only entire coloring mu.chmore brilliant,
nearly
light orange. This bird had three small black fiies on it, but they escaped
me. This bird was taken on July 17 and banded #56-121027.
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38 Liberty Place, Rockaway-,N.J.
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