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ROOFING PAPEH UNDER ALL-PURPOSE TRAPS 
By Stephen ~v. Simon 
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Weeds and sprouting bird seed are a problem of the past since 
using roofing paper under all-purpose traps. This is the third year 
that the original pieces have been used. without deterioration. A roll 
of h5 pound asphalt tr~ated felt (without a gr~~ular surface) costs 
under $3.00 and is enough for tw·o traps with some left over. Three 
lengths are cut a little longer than the width of the trap and are 
overlapped side by side to make a floor beneath the trap. A small 
piece is used under the gathering cage. 

Scratch feed and sunflower seed last much longer with a base such 
as this, and of course these, and weeds, cannot sprout. :fuen traps are 
relocated the floor is equally easy to move. Birds seem to enter the 
traps 'Hith the floor as readily as they did before. 

Another reason for trying a tar-paper floor was to counteract 
the effects of the Pine House (Pitymys pinetorum) that continually 
raised the earth under the traps by tunnelling in the same manner as 
a mole. This situation was alleviated, but the Pine Mouse and the 
Deer Mouse (Pero~scus leucopus) still deleted the supply of sunflower 
seed b.1 passing at will in and o~t of the trap entrances. This has 
been controlled somewhat by mouse traps being placed near the traps. 
An inverted box, raised slightly off the ground, should be placed over 
the mouse traps to prevent birds such as Titmice from being attracted 
by the mixture of peanut butter and rolled oats used as bait. Mouse 
traps should be tied to stakes to keep mice that are not ccmpletely 
caught from dragging them away. 

Monkton, Maryland. 

NOHE BOOKS FOR BANDERS 
By Harvey \v. Brewer 

*** 

Frank P. Frazier's list of "Basic Books for Banders" (~News, 
20:71) was of particular interest to me. Of the nine books Mr. Fraz­
ier listed eight are on mr shelves. ~ occupation I am a bookseller, 
though ~ firm does not deal in books on Natural History. I would 
like to suggest thirteen books in addition to those which }~. Frazier 
reconunended. 

All are currently available. No o~of-print books are listed 
either by :Hr. Erazier or mrself. \vith the current prices are listed 
the names and addresses of the National Audubon Society's Book Depart­
ment and four specialists in Natural History Books. AnY of these book­
sellers can supply any of the listed books to you except the books 
marked "order direct". 
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It is the practice of some booksellers to charge postage, others 
do not. Pearson's Birds of America would be about forty cents postage. 
Twenty-five cents a volume postage would cover any other of the listed 
books if mailed in the United States. Books marked with an asterisk 
can be purchased from the English dealer if not available from a u. s. 
bookseller. If you order fro:". England you can ask for a pro-forma 
invoice (receipt of payment before receiving the merchandise) i~ich 
will have the exact shilling charge with postage included. You can 
then buy an International Money Order at anY United States Post Office 
and send it to the bookseller. 

Before buying any book which you find on the list, you may ''ant to 
look at it. Most large public libraries will have most of these books 
on their circulation or reference shelves. The National Audubon Society 
Library should have them all and are very courteous to visitors using 
their library. 

JUl of the booksellers listed with the exception of the Book 
Department of the · National Audubon Society issue catal.ogues of Natural 
History Books offered for sale. These are sent without charge to those 
requesting them. In addition to books in print these catalogues offer 
out-of-print. items i~ich you maY have been looki.Iig for. 

There is a special pleasure in reading over a well presented cat­
alogue of books relating to your own interests, tempting you to extend 
them through the knowledge and the art of the great men "tolho wrote these 
books for your use and appreciation. 

11 M*rtin, Alexander ; Zfm, Herbert SeJ Rel1on, Arnold L ••• 
Ameriaan Wildlife ~d Pl~tla A Guide to Wildlife Food 
Habit1. Prepared under the direction of the United Statea 
Fi1h and Wildlife Service at the Patuxent Research 
Refuge. 11c Graw Hill & Co. lin York (1951). Price ta.oo 
lDOoarporatee vilual charta with text on the food habit• 
of the birds we band, giving their relationship to plaut 
COIIIIIIU!litiea and insecta at different times of the ye,;r • 

12 finbergen, 1 ••• The study of Inatinot. Illustrated. Oxford, 
(London, 1962). Price $4.80 
Writt en by ou of the world-famous behaviourilta, thie 
book ia ~ extension of a • eriea of lectures delivered in 
l'n York in l!MT. The bqok oover1 External Stimuli, 
Spontaneity, lthology, Developement of Behaviour, Adapt­
inneae of Behaviour and BYolution of Behaviour. There 
are 11 pages of bibliogra~. · 

lS Wallace, George J ••• .An Introduction to Ornithology. With 
numerou1 phQtograph• and illuatrationa. The llac1111lan 
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Company. Jl'ew York. (1966). Price 18.00 
!hie work canre. Anat~, Sense Or~e.ne., Behaviour., Annual 
Cycle, Territory, CoUrtship, Vating, Song, Beets, Eg~e, 
Incubation, Postnatal Lite. Migration, Distribution. 

Food Habit• and Ccmaervation. 'l'hie and the Pettingill are 
indiepensable to bird study. 

14 Pearson, T. Gilbert (Ed.) •• Birda ot America. Garden City 
Publishing Company. Bew York, (19S6). Price 16.95 
For those who want large color plates tor identification. 
The excellent drawings were done by !Dub Agaeaia Fu.ertee. 
'l'heae 11ame plates were first used in the "Birds of Hew 
York" by Eaton. In the current edition the plates are 
worn. It poeaible find a secon,d hand copy of the 19S8 
edition. 

15 Rotheohild., Miriam and Clay, Theresa ••• Pleas. Flulces 
and Cuokooe& A study of Bird Parasites. With 99 photo­
graphs and 22 dra.tnge. Collins, London, (1952). 

Price tt;.oo 
An important work tor bandera interested 1n external and 
internal parisites, with intormation on Parasitism, 
Effect of Parasites on the Host., Fleas, Feather Lice, 
Protozoa, Wor~, Flies,,Vites, Mioro-Parasitea and Fauna 
of Birds' Beste. With a 12 page bibliography at the end 
of the volume. 

16 Hochbaum, H. Albert •• Travela and Traditions of Waterfowl. 
University of Kinneaota Preas. Kinneapoli~. (1955). 

Price ts.oo 
Hew ideas concerning migration of waterfowl are discussed 
in this excellent work. Vr. Hoohbaum•a black and white 
illustrations are beautiful. A 22 .page bibliography 11 
found at the end of the volume. 

17 Linooln, Frederick c ••• :Migrations of Birds. Illustrated 
by Bob Hines. Doubleday & Company. New York, 1952 

Price 11.60 
This work ie baaed on bird-banding and ie of p-eat 
interest to any bander who would like to know what the 
over all picture is from the piecemeal work he of she 
contributes. 

18. lartright, Francie H ••• The Ducks, Geese and SWans of 
North America. Plates in full color. The American 
Wildlife Institute, Washington. 1943. Price 16.50 

de luxe leather ed. 115.00 
In addition to the color plates which show TeriOUI 

:Harch-April 1958 EBBA Nl~'!S Page 25 

19 

20 

21 

22 

plumagel or the birds the charming line drawings 
add much to this great work. Each specie of bird 
has its life story and in addition, scientific name, 
colloquial names, description and specimen identifica­
tion and field marks. One of the outstanding bird 
books of the 20th century. 

Dwight, (Jr.), Jonathan •• The Sequence of Plumages and 
:Moults of the Pe:uerine Birds of New York. Ann!tls of 
the Ne111 York Academy of Sciences Vol. XIII part 1. 
pages 73-360. 1900. Price $2.00 
(order direct trom:New York Aoade~ of Sciences. 
2 East 63rd Street, New York: City 21, N.Y.). 
The standard work on plumages and moults. The only fault 
to be found with the publication is that it lacks an 
index. This can es.sily be overcome by typing your mm. 

Baldwin, s. Prentiss; Oberholaer, Harry C; Warley, 
Leonard G ••• Measurements of Birds. Scientific Publication 
of the Cleveland Museum of Natural History Volume II. 

Price $1.00 
(order direct f'rom: The Cleveland 'Museum of Natural 
History, 2717 Euclid Ave, Cleveland, Ohio). 

163 Pat•• of text and 153 explicit illustrations on 
taking measurements. 

•Tinbergen, Niko ••• The Herring Gull•a World. A study 
of the Social Behaviour of Birds. Illustrated with 51 
photographs taken by the author plus 58 drawings and 
diagrgms. Collins. London, (1953). P.rice 18 shillings 
Chapters on First Arrival, Fighting and Threat, Origin 
of the Threat postur,s. Individual recognition, Site 
Tenacity, Behaviour of Mated Birds, Courtship Displays, 
Brooding Behaviour, Experiments on Egg Recognition, 
Defence of the Brood, and Family Life. A 7 page bibli-
ography for further reading at the end of the volume. 

•Hollom, P.A.D and Brownlow, H.G ••• Trapping Methods 
for Bird Ringers. Revised edition. London, 1955. 

Price 3 shillings 
3 pence 

(order direct from: H~F. & G. Witherby Ltd. 5 Warwick 
Court, High Holborn, London, w.c. 1, England). 
The standard manual published by The British Trust 
for Ornithology. This outstanding work is a complete 
guide tor the British ringers ita 55 pages cover and 
illustrate Construction ot Traps such as Drop Trap, 
CombinatiQD Traps, Beligoland Tre.p Portable Kinigoland 
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Traps, Government Sparrow Trap, The Mason Trap, Potter 
Trap, Chardonneret Trap and many others. Aho chapters 
on Trapping or Wildfowl, Trapping of Waders, Siting 
and Baiting of Traps, Breeding of 'Mefll-worms. This 
work plus the Lockley "Bird~inging" will be of greAt 
help to 9.11 b!lllders. 

23 *Howard, Eliot. Territory In Bird Life. Collins, 

Page 26 

London, 1948. Price 10 shillings 
6 penoe 

Julian Huxley and James Fisher in their introduction 
to the present edition write: "Howard arrived at the 
territory theory by long observation. From first to 
l~st he approached his work as an ~ateur, a learned 
amateur, It was received with interest and gratitude 
by the ornithological world, though it did not begin 
to have a critical effect for another ten years. Now 
it is a minor classic." 

Dealers In Natural Ristory Books: 

The National Audubon Sooiety 
Book Dopt. 
ll30 Fifth Ave. 
New York City 28, New Yor~ 

Eric wndberg 
Walpole 
New Hampshire 

• (English Dealer) 
Wheldon & Wesley Ltd. 
Iivtt on Lodge 
Codioote 
Nr. Hitohin 
Herta, E:ilg land 

Henry George Fiedler 
31-33 East lOth Street 
New York City 3 
New York 

Pierce Book CompBDy 
Vlinthrop 
Iowa 

~ate of exchange one shilling equal to 14 cents. 12 pence to 
one shilling. The postman will collect a 5% duty f'rom you when 
delivering books from England. Duty applies only to books less 
than 20 years old and in the English language. Books over 20 
years old or in any other language than English are duty free. 

270 Herbert Avo., Closter, H.J. :t:t:t 


