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A NOTE OF FLORIDA BURROTING OVLS
by C. Brookec Worth

During threc yoars in Taupa, Florida, I was ablc to band ‘about
‘ & dozon adult Florida Burrowing Owls. Thesc werc all caught with a
’ butterfly nct in a building of an abandonod army camp at thc Tampa
Intcrnational Alrport. Scveral of theso birds werc lator rcported as
having bocn found dcad or caught and rclcasod, all of thom in Tampa.
The oldest owl was No. A-500661, banded on Novombor 21, 1947, end
roportoed as found dead in a letter to the F, end W, Scrvico dated

liay 8, 1952,

These birds worc common at the airport, being ofton scen at the
edgos of the landing strips, ospocm.lly at nigbt when tho lights of
incoming plancs marked them out clcarly. Somc werc killed by airplanocs,
but their abundancc did not scom to be affccteds

A pair ncstod for two ycars within about fifty fect of a building
on thc airport grounds whcro we had our laboratory. ilc uscd to scc jets
of sand flying out as the birds oxtonded their burrow prior to ogg
laying, Tho resulting mound at thc ocntranco was the customary porch
of on¢ or both adults throughout thc day. Five young wero rocarcd in

o first scason, but thc ncst was flooded out by a heavy rain in the
sccond yoar., I found onc othor ncsts 1t roscmbled tho first onc
oxactly, Inquisitive pcople dug this onc out, and onc day I arrived just
in timc to provent the samc thing hapnoning to the first ncst. The
cncmics of those, defenscless birds thercfore includo man ip at loast
two destructive catogorios,

(Notc: Dr. Worth, who spent the last two ycars doing medical
rescarch in India, has now returred to this country, but we do not
have his currcnt addrcss at hand. His last copy of EBBA NEWS was
returncd to the Editor bearing thc notation "iovod™ as wcll as throc
forwarding addrcsscs, onc of which was the intriguing advice, "Cfo
Poor Box &"})






