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following tho coursc of the river vallcy, and oven if it werc so, it
would have been in the wrong dircction for spring,

Very littlc is knowm as to whether birds cvor do overshoot tho
mark during migration and subscquently rotracc their paths to a nlace
through vhich they had rcccently passcd nor is therc anything to
warrant thc assumption that, failing to find a matc in onc location,
a bird must continuc in a northerly rather than a southcerly dircction.
Sinecc the datc of banding is considcrably carlicer than onc finds matcd
pairs in this swccics in thc prescent locality, 1t would scem that
failurc to find g matc would hardly bce a factor in the prescent casc.
Indcod, onc can not cven bo certain that this bird arrived with tho
migraetory wavc of Towhcos which hits the Philadelphia arca during the
lattor part of April; it may have wintcred in tho goncral rcgion and
may have becen wandering aimlcssly around for somc unknovm rcason. In

ary casc, it is an intcrcsting casc to spcculato abouts
* " * *

1ORZ AROUT FEEDING BIRDS

Me following lcttor from lr, John V., Dennis, Box 376, Routo 1,
Leesburg, Virginia, concorns the roquest for information from lir,
Dennis which was published in a provious issuo of EBBA NEWS, Ag
rcadcrs may rocall, Mr, Dennis is cngaged in preparing a book on
attracting birds, Thc lcttor follows:

Wiany thanks for the good trcatment you gave my rccont rcquost
for information on baits in thc last issuc of FE3A NETS, Your
rcmark on thc desirability of including matorial on thc use of water,
dccoys, ncsting matcrial, and other non-food attractants is vory wcll
takenes Since writing you I had prctiy much comc to the conclusion
that I shouldn't limit mysclf to-food alonc, I am surc that many
banders would have perfocted successful tochniques which nced publicize
ing. I would bo very hapny, thercfore, if EIB)\ NEWS rcadors would
scnd mc not only information on food baits but also on any other
attractantse

"I might mention that I have had a good many valuable suggestions
sont to mc on the usc of live inscets as bait. One bandor cxpresscd
hopc that an animatod imitation fly could be perfceted for usc in
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taking flycatchers., Spceking of water baits, it has boon suggested
to mc that water traps arc highly cffective under wild chorry trces
bearing ripc fruit, Thc cherricg arc gaid to meke birds thirsty,

"I think onc of thc soundest pioces of adviec I havo rocecived
is to mako usc of thec agricultural producc of your om rogion which is
taken by birds, Forcign food itcoms moy not be recognized as food, or
takon only aftcr a perlod of conditioning. As an illustration, I might
cito my oxpcericnce with soy becans, It is well knovm among gamo
managors that gccso, many ducks, and bob-vhitc quail rcadily talko soy
beans in regions where they arc growm. It occurrcd to mc that here was
a food that had been overlooked by banders and fcooding station
,opcrators, Last wintor I obtaincd a suoply of soy beans, sosked them
in water so as to make thom soft and palatablc, and offcred them at my
fcoeding station at.Lecsburg, Thoy went untouched. Soy beans arc not
grom to any cxfent here, and tho.birds werc as unintcrcsted in tham
as in pobbles, Next I tricd thom on Ring-billcd Gulls at Daytona Beach,
Florida, This proved an cxceoption to the rulec. The gulls took thom on
first offcring, but not with any grcat cntlusiasm. But at Lekc Fola in
Orlando, Ring~billed Gulls which arc fod to satiation by rosidents and
tourists, passcd them up cntircly; so did the Coots and various spceics
of ducks on thc lakc. My final oxporiment was at a very successful
focding, station in Gainesville, Florida, Soy beans which I placed on
foeders in carly lMarch went untouchaod, .

¥I havo yot to oxporimont with soy bcans in a recgion vhoro they
arc grown cxtonsively., It would be intorcsting to find out if they
might not be taken by fiocld foraging birds—-blackbirds, gracklce, cove
birds, mcadovlarks, ctce

"I tould advisc that soy beoans bo thoroughly soaked beforo being
offercd, Thoy swell from threc to five times normal sizce Swelling of
goy bcans catcen by Canada Gecso is a not infrcequent sourcce of fatality.
YMorc than balancing this drawback is the fact that soy beans arc non-
porsihable, rich in protoin, and 100% cdible. Thoe main dravback so

far is gectting birds to take them,
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