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AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH BY A FORER PRESIDENT

The following skctch by former E,3.3.ds Prosidont Horaco
Groskin, of Ardmorc, Fcnnsylvania, was originally sont to John V,
Donnis, of Leesburg, Virginia, in roply to his rcquest for data
in conncction with his book on attracting birds which is now in
prcparation, Mr, Dennis thought that the skotch was of sufficicnt
intcrest for usc in EBBA NETS, so hc sent it on to the Iditor.

In ordoer to bring it a littlc morc up to datc than it was originally,
ir, Groskin was askecd to rcvisc it ag of iiay of thig ycar, and hc
also conscntod to its uso in EBBA NETS, Tho skotch follows,

"From liay 1937 to May 1952, I havc banded a total of 17, 4ug
birds roproscnting 60 défforont spoeics., Of thesc, 814 individuals
rcturncd to the banding station. Soveral hundred of my birds were
rotrapped by other banders or found dcad.

"The "specios I have bandod in largest numbers was the Purplo
Finch -- 7,971 individuals. Returns numbered 158 (2.1%), lMeny of
these reoturncd a number of times in following ycars, up to cight
and onc half years latcr, Of my Purplc Finchcs, 138 werce retrappod
by othor banders of worc found dcad at distances of from 10 to 1,184
air linc milcs from the banding station, Thc Purplc Finch docs not
nest in this nrca, Thoy arc prosont only during thc months botwoen
Novamber and liaye

"I havc banded 2,171 Goldfinchos, 2,471 Juncos, over 1,500
Thitc~throatod Sparrows, over 500 Song Sparrows, 226 Pinc Siskins,
and 419 Cardinals. For bait I uso sunflower sccd, and for Song
Sparrows, Juncos, Yhitc-throatcd Sparrows, and others, I usc a mix-
turc containing homp ond millet., I kccp suct all the ycar around for
woodpockors and, in summecr, for Catbirde.

"Ono cannot cxpect to get any largo numbor of birds to band
unless a large number arc proscent the yocar around, and the best way
to obtain largc numbors is to be liberal with food. The food should
boe distributed liberally upon fecdors whore therce aro no traps. When
tho birds arc accus tomed to coming for food, thon tho traps can be

placed ncarbvy,

May-Juno 1953 ENBA NETS Page 5

"The most intorcsting birds I have bandod recontly werc the
Philadolphia Viroo, Common Red»oll, Summer Tanager, and hitc—winged
Crossbill, " ,

Noto?! Theo story is going the rounds that Mr, Groskin really
proved his point when he announced the capturc of the Swmer Tanager
at a mccting of the Delawarc Vallcy Ornithological Club, which
organization is notod for thec good-naturcd going over that mcmbers
got when thoy announco rccords of rarc birds such as the Summcr

Tanagors

Ag I heard it, lr, G, stood up and announced thc occurroncc of
a Summer Tanager on a certain day in April (1952), "Hah, hahl", said
e membor; "Tcll ug anothor', sald a notorioug razzor, "And what's
moro, I banded it", said Mr. @, "Probably was a Cardinal", said a
doubting Thomas., "And furthermorc, hore it ig in this box', trium-

phantly concludcd our formor prosidantd
* * * *

COITCERNING BAMD SIZES

In a provious igssuc of EBBA NEVS, a lcttor was published from
the Reverond Charles 8tochr, of Annepolis, Maryland, .concerning thoe
disercpancy betweon suggosted band sizes and -thosc hich many banders
find to bc better fits, In rosponsc to a plea for such deta as moambers
may havo accumulatcd in thig conncetion, the folloving from Dr., Charlcs
O, Dlakec, Lincoln, illass., is the only communication roceived, If any
othor mombors have any information at 2ll conccerning bettor band fita,
Pleasc scnd it in immediatcely. This topic is of oven greater importance
now than it was scveral months ago, sinco, as rcadcers know, tho
banding officc, in conncection with issuing a manunl in loosc-lcaf
form, plans to revisc its list of* rocommended sizes, so vwhy not scnd
Scth Low a copy of what you scnd to EBBA NEWS so that hc may have it
to usc whon thoy work on their reovision of tho presont- 1ist?

Dr, Blakc writc as follows: "Pcnding tho complction of a study
in progross, I submit the following suggested changes in tho list of
band sizcest '






