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CARE OF YOUMG BIRDS

Last summecr, lirs., Howard G. HcEntoe (July issuc, p.5) wented to
knowy vhat could be dono to stom the tide of fledglings brought to her
by well-intcntioned yet misinformed persons -hen they should havo beon
left with their parcnts, lrs. Robert . «rny, 149 Tatchung Ave., Toyor
liontclair, N.J., agrecs, in a lctter to thc Editor dated August 25,
1952, that lirs, MMcIntec is dead right in her offort to cducate children
and othcrs to leave the youngz birds wherce they arc found., However, she
also admits, dcshitc the best efforts of this sort, thorc always vill
bc some birds which vill be brought to the bander or sbout vhich ho or
she will be askod for advice on fccding, .Spacc docs not pormit publi-~
cation of all of lrs. \rny's intcrcsting lotter, but it scoms to the
Editor thit hercomacnts on feoding arc very.pertinent at this time.

"Yoln; birds thrive best on chopned lcap meat and whole vheat
bread, and a minimun of watcr. Raptorcs should have horsc mcat with
feathers (from the poultry market) cut wp finc and mixed in, Crows, jay
jays, and othcr omnivores like canncd dog food. Grated raw carrots should
shoruld be added to the dict of all but birds of proy; it supplics
calcium for bonc and feather building.

"Mtch hazel is the best thinzg I have found for treating bruiscs,
and wmunds should be bathed with ST37. Jbove all, with young birds,
avoid chilling,"

Somc other comments on bandinz in zencral vhich lirs. .\rny makces
arc of intcrest, Herce arc somc! "I should like to scc the small
banders zet a little cneourasgement. Somchow the idea has gotten
around that its numbers that count. Undoubtodly a lot of data arc
bettor than a little, but the back yard bander's groatest contribution
is not the scientific findings, 1t 1s that he stands in fhe position
of an apostlc teaching to all around him tic beauty, the value, and
the intcrest of all naturc,™ ;

To this the Editor fcels impclled to add that morc banding of
larzce numbers of birds just for the sakc of banding and chicfly for
the sake of rccoverics does not, in his opinion, warrant the right to
band, Banding should be regarded as a moans to an end, not as an cnd
in itsclf,






