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J3.'1.1rDilifG OF COLOl'JL\.1 J3IRDS IN 1952 

Late last summer, Mr. Harry T,. Davis, of tho North Carolina 
State Eusoum, Raleigh, "North Carolina, offered the s~,~estion that 
EBB-\. NE1TS summarize tho banding of colonial species of birds by 
members of E.B.J3 •.• \... along tho ..\.tlantic coast. -~number of members 
responded to a request for inforcation by sending in data on their 
operations. "Jhile the data arc :)robably not comgleto, they should be 
of intorest to persons concerned \nth colonial species. If this 
information is ofsufriciont interest to readers, please drop tho 
Dli tor a note • . ~U'lothor season, it would seem desirable to publisli 
this material in tho september or October issue. In futuro years 
it ~ould be of value to have observations on the numbers of a species 
present at a given location, together with coutnonts on chango in 
status, cic. 

In the follouing tables, the number of birds bandcd'rcfcrs to 
fledglings unless otherwise indicated. ._dll datos, of course, arc 
for 1952. 

1Um.bor 
Banded Location 

~CHlS PETREL (9 young b~dod): 

Bander 

6/19 to 5/20 9 Numerous islands, J .r .. :. Cadbury 
Lincoln & Yillox Cos., 
Iliu~congus :Bay, liiaine 

:ER0\7N PELI ell~ ( 7 yoWlg banded) : 

Remarks 

11 Si zc of co loni os 
impossible to 
ostimatc. 11 

May 19 7 Brevard Co. t Florida 17.1-li.:Oavidson tlFarliost in a 
colony of at least 
100 pairs." ' 

DOUBLE-Q'rnSTED COR!iO&\NT ( 511 young banded): 

Hay 19 17 J3reva.r,:d Co.' Florida i7.i'i.Davidson tt,lbout 24 pairs 

7/17-lS 
,,• in colony. " 

13 s. hiark Island, F.?. Frazi or 250 you.'1g birds 
Hancock co., I.iainc & F.P,.F.,Jr. in colony. 
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DOUl3LE-CBESTED COR:·10R...UqT, cant inucd :-

6/19 to '0/20 476 i;iuscongus Bey, Maine J.M. Qa.dbu,ry "Over 2000 pairsU 

AIV.iEB.I CAN EGRET ( 6 young banded) : 

May 15 6 wngirood, Seminole. \1.£Ji.DB.v1deon 
Oounty,'Florida 

GRE.i\.T BLACK-BACKED GULL (244 young banda~: 

7/17 & 13 5 S. Mark Island, F. P.Frazior 

1130 pairs in 
colony" 

Hancock Co., Maine & F. P. F.,Jr• 
"Estimate of 35 
yoWlg" 

6/19-5/20 233 Hu.scongU.s Bay, Me. J.M. Qa.dbury 

July 19 6 Mark . I slarid, 
·Casco Bey; Mo. 

HERRING GULL (2o4 young banded): 

6/19.-'0/20 

July 19 ( 100 Mark Is land, 

LAUGHING G'tJLL 19 ]rig8.!l ti~c RefUge, 
July 12 N.Jorsey 

(19 young.bandod) 

.. \, L. Baily 

J. M. Qadbury 

. A.L.Baily 

A. E. conway " 

GULL-EILLED TERN 1 Oregon Inlet, N.c. H.T.na.vis 
( 1 young banded) 

11Noar 1y 1000 
pairs" 

n3 pairs of 
adults" 

"J.bout 6oo pairs'' 

1165 pairs 
. ostimatodn 

"500 pairs; young 
chi ofly on wingn 
Qno recovered, 

To ttonvillo, s. I. ,N.Y. 

OOl·:i'!iON TERN ( 124 young and i5 adults banded, a total of 132) 

July 4--5· 

no •. 

5 Pamlico sound ]ey, N.C. E.T.navis "Banded g adults 
out of 20 pairs" 

12 Qrogon :acach, Inlot,N. C. DO· tr20 pairs" 

' \ 
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co: :iviON TERN (continued): 

JulY 24 13 Oregon Inlet, N. C. R. Wolff 

July 17 2 Strathlncrc, N.J. ":t.Poppor 

July 12 75 Beach Haven, N.J. ..!;. E. Conway "150 pairs n · 
July 26 10 Do. .A., E.& J . R. Conway 

Do. 10 Do. P .. H.Fluck 
.Aug .. 13 2 Stone BarbortN.J. ·A.E..Oomvey 1111 p.m. , on bcach1' 

LEAST TEeN (50 young banded): 

July 4--5 
July 24 
July 17 
July 12 

13 Oregon Inlet, N.C. H. T.Davis "12 pairs" 
20 Do. R. '7o lff 
16 Strathmore, N.J • 11.Popper 

1 Little Beach IslaJ;ld, N.J. ·.A.E.Con~y "1 pair" 

BL.lOX srnmoo (45.2 young and 6 adul ts• a total of 453 banded.): 

July 12 100 Beach Raven, N.J. A.E.Conway "250 pairs" 
July 26 65 Do. . ..\.. E.&J.R, Oonwey trona found 

dead Voro.Beach, Fla., Jan. 5, 1953" 
Do. 6o :oo • P.H.Fluck 

.Aug. 13 2 Stone Harbor, N.J'~ -~E.. Con weir 1111 p.m. t on beach" 

July 4.-5 96 Or'ogon Inlet, u.c. H.T..Davis 1175 pairs" n Trapped 
!i .r:Grcy a.n aduJ. t banded on 

D.o. 6 Do. Do. 7/19/49 1 mi north" 
July ?4 6S no. R. Wolff 
July 19 27 Wreck Island, Va. J.Groy 

BLACK GUILLJlMOT ( 6 young banded); ~· . 
6/19-3/20 6 l'.W.scongus :Bay, Mo. J.Cadbury "·About 75 pairs n 

' It is not i ntondod that the foregoing is a cOJl!Ploto tabulation of 
all tho colonial birds banded along" tho ~tlantic Coast in 1952; rather 
it represents a tabulation of tho reports sent to your Editor in reply 
to his request for information. At Stone Barbor,,N.J'., the two eaCh of 
Common Terns and. ]lack ~immors reported banded on the beach at 11 p.m. 
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by tho Editor wore merely piCked up while on a late evening walk; this 
colony was not systematically banded this year by tho Editor, but he 
noted that ~Y youn~ bifds of these species wore banded, yet no r~~ort 
on this ~peration was fo~thcoming, 

1.4!'. :ce.vis Is remarks on tl;l.e colonies in North Carolina arc qui to 
interesting, and from these we quote several portions: 

"Rookery Island, one milo wast (of one-time New Inlet, ?amli co 
sound ]3ey--:Ed}, whore we had found hundreds of Royal Terns in 194g 
and 1949 , was al~ogcthor abandonod, as it was last summer (1951). very 
few Royals wore seen on tho wing. *** . .t\. half milo to the south, we 
located a colony of mixed herons in some low trees, estimated at 
25 pairs. 

110n Grassy Island., one mile west from tho south side of Oregon 
Inlet, we observed an estimated 250 pairs of nesting Laughing Gulls. 
The hatched young were small, and in the thick rushes and saw r,rass. 
'Je did not band them, although we had· banded hundreds thoro in' 
~rovious years. They wore tho most abundant birds about the refuge 
(Pea Island). . 

11 To observe bird colonies in the Ocracoke region, I received a 
friendly lift on a boat going thro'lilgh the Inland •Jatcrway Canal from 
M~rohcad, ~hence out to the mouth of tho Neuse River and across tho 
lower aound, date July 11 a~d lfi. About a milo from Highwey 70 bridge 
was an island colony with some 4o )?airs of mixed herons. 

"In approaching Ocracoke, we passed close to Shell Castle, North 
RoCk, and Beacon Islands. On tho last thoro were low bushes and about 
20 · pairs of herons. Tho other islands were well covered vii th weeds and 
small shrubs. There wore altogether estimated 700 pairs of Lau,ghing 
Gulls and more than that of waddling young. · 

"Least and Common Terns had nested on bare s·uots, some 100 pairs 
of each. Only an occasional Royal Tern ~as seen. No Pelicans ~oro 
soon, al thollbh they had ncs ted here in previous years . 

"The faincd Boyal Shoals, traditional homo of Royal Terns, had 

+ 
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been wash.od flat. It is 'Well out in Pamlico Sound, nor;th of Ocracoke,. 
and it Was not observed. Other shoals that havp built higher there 
(Ho!Vard Luln.J)s) or in the vicinity of Capo Hatteras mey h~ve taken care 
of the Royal Tern colonies. 

"July 5, 1952, Isham B·. Rogers, ., Superintendent of Schools of 
Onslow County, reported 'several hundred 1 Black Scimroer nests on a 
bare sand (dredg e dump) area of one and one-half acres to the west of 
Bardens Inlet, ncar Cape Lookout." 

* * * . 
MORE AJ30UT ORIOLES 

'lhc 'BULLETilT OF THE E..UNE . .AUDUION SJCIE':PY, vol. 9, no. 1, January 
1953, edited by Dr. ·..Ufred O. Gross of Bowdoin College, is now at hand 
and provides ano.thcr b~ding record for an oriole this mn tor. 

On .December 4, 1952, ~ iDroature Orchard Oriole appeared at the 
feeding station of ·· a ~Irs . -3aylnond in ''Testbraok, ~:aino. It w~s oxarid,neC!. 
by Dr. Gross~. as well as banded on December 13 by Mrs. Irma Werner with 
band number ~9-1g5137. On January 13, 1953, it was still prosent. 
Concerning this species in lliaino~ Dr. Gross (Pp. 22-23) seys there are 
11
fcV1 records of the Orchard Oriolo for l;iaine and no authentic rccorde 

of their nesting"• His examination of tho plumage of this bird suggests 
that it must have boon tho result of a very late nesting; with the strong 
possibilit,r that it occurDed in the State ltmits, 

Two Baltimor.c Orioles wero observed but not banded m thin the . same 
State this winter, a young bird at Bangor, fuccr.wcr 20, 1952 ( T.I.). 
Coolidge) and another at Yarmouth, DocGmber 21, 1952 (Roy Spear), tho 
latter bird being present January 7, 1953.(Ibid., p. 23)--J.B.~ .•. 

* * * 
CONC'.EEUTING PROPER B.:.~ID S I ZES 

Father Edward Stoehr• St. Conrad Friary, ·Annapolis, Baryland, 
R.F.D. 4, ~ox 74g, says, in a letter to tho Editor, ~It soems · that soma 
of tho rocommondod sizes (of bands) arc too lars c for the bird 
involved. For example: # 2 is t.oo iargo for 'Jood Thrushes, I've been 

using L<\. 




